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Summary 
 

William Scanlon is a consultant to the West Health Institute and the National 

Health Policy Forum and the Public Member of the American Board of Surgery. 

He has served on the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission, the National 

Committee on Vital and Health Statistics, the Visiting Nurse Service of New York 

Board of Trustees, the National Commission for Quality Long-Term Care, the 

Department of Health and Human Services’ Negotiated Rule-Making Committee 

to Define Health Professional Shortage Areas, the 2005 White House Conference 

on Aging Advisory Committee, and as co-chair of the 2004 DHHS Technical Panel 

for the Medicare Trustees Report.  Until April 2004, he was the Managing Director 

of Health Care Issues at the U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO).  He has been 

engaged in health services research since 1975.  Before joining GAO in 1993, he 

was the Co-Director of the Center for Health Policy Studies and an Associate 

Professor in the Department of Family Medicine at Georgetown University and 

had been a Principal Research Associate in Health Policy at the Urban Institute.  At 

GAO, he oversaw Congressionally requested studies of Medicare, Medicaid, the 

private insurance market and health delivery systems, public health, and the 

military and veterans’ health care systems. His research at Georgetown and the 

Urban Institute focused on the Medicare and Medicaid programs, especially 

provider payment policies, and the provision and financing of long-term care 

services.  Dr. Scanlon has published extensively and has served as frequent 

consultant to federal agencies, state Medicaid programs, and private foundations.  

He has a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
 
Professional Experience  
 
2012-Present Consultant, West Health Institute, Washington, DC 
 
2004-Present Consultant, National Health Policy Forum, George Washington University 
 
2004-2009 Senior Policy Advisor, Health Policy R&D  
 
2006-2013 Affiliated Faculty, Institute for Policy Studies, The Johns Hopkins University 
 
2004-2007 Research Professor, Institute for Health Care Research and Policy and Graduate Program in 

Public Policy, Georgetown University 
 
2000-2004 Managing Director, Health Care Issues, U.S. General Accounting Office 
 
1996-2000 Director, Health Financing and Public Health Issues (10/99 – 9/00); Director, Health Financing 
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 And Systems Issues (8/96 – 9/99); Director, Health Systems Issues (12/95 – 8/96); U.S. 
 General Accounting Office 
 
1993-1995 Associate Director, Health Financing and Public Health Issues, U.S. General 
 Accounting Office 
 
1986-2004 Adjunct Associate Professor, Graduate Program in Public Policy, Georgetown University 
 
1984-1993 Co-Director, Center for Health Policy Studies, and Associate Professor, 
  Department of Community and Family Medicine, Georgetown University School of Medicine 
 
1982-1984 Principal Research Associate, Health Policy Center, The Urban Institute 
 
1981-1983  Associate Professorial Lecturer in Economics and Gerontology, George Washington  
  University 
 
1976-1981  Senior Research Associate, Health Policy Center, The Urban Institute 
 
1973-1975 Senior Research Associate, Labor Markets, Inflation, and Manpower Policies Project, The   
 Urban Institute 
 
1970-1973 Research Associate, Education Finance Project, The Urban Institute 
 
 
Selected Committees and Advisory Positions 
 
2010-Present Public Member, American Board of Surgery 
 
2010-2011 Member, Negotiated Rule-Making Committee to Define Health Profession Shortage Areas, US 

Department of Health and Human Services 
 
2006-2010 Member, Board of Directors, Visiting Nurse Service of New York 
 
2005-2006 Member, White House Conference on Aging Advisory Committee 
 
2005-2014 Member, National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics, US Department of Health and 
 Human Services 
 
2004-2010 Member, Medicare Payment Advisory Commission 
 
2004-2007 Member, National Commission for Quality Long-Term Care 
 
2004-2005 Chair, Health Policy Planning Committee, National Academy of Social Insurance 
 
2004 Co-Chair, Technical Review Panel on the Medicare Trustees Reports, US Department of 

Health and Human Services 
 
2003-2013 Member, Advisory Panel, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Synthesis Project 
 
2002-2012 Member, Advisory Committee, The Center for Studying Health System Change 
 
2001-2007  Member, Advisory Committee, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Long-Term Care Project, 

Georgetown University 
 
2001-2004 Member, Policy Advisory Panel, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Economic Research 

Initiative on the Uninsured, University of Michigan 
 
2001-2003 Chair, Long-Term Care Task Force, National Academy of Social Insurance 
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1999-2000 Member, Study Panel on Medicare Long Term Financing, National Academy of Social 
Insurance 

 
1996-2004 Member. Steering Committee, National Health Policy Forum 
 
1993-1996 Member, Advisory Committee, The Center for Home Care Policy and Research, Visiting 

Nurse Service of New York 
 
1985-1987 Member, National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics, Department of Health and Human  
 Services; Chair, Subcommittee on Long-Term Care Statistics 
 
1984-1986 Member, Committee on Planning the Study of Long-Term Care, Institute of Medicine, National 

Academy of Sciences 
 
Education 
 
Ph.D.  Economics, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

  
M.A.  Economics, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
 
B.A.  History, University of Notre Dame 
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Dollars, American Academy for the Advancement of Science Press, 1993. 

 
William J. Scanlon,  “Possible Reforms for Financing Long-Term Care,” Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 6, 

No. 3, pp. 43-58, Summer 1992. 
 

Judith Feder, William Scanlon, David Young, Laurence Branch, Anne Ciemnecki and Karyn Nair, "Selling 
Services to Seniors:  Lessons from a Demonstration Program, Center for Health Policy Studies Paper, 
October 1992. 

 
Judith Feder and William Scanlon, "People with Disabilities:  A Review of Current Knowledge," Center for 

Health Policy Studies Paper, August 1992. 
 
Judith Feder, Julia Howard, and William Scanlon, "Helping Oneself by Helping Others:  Evaluation of a Service 

Credit Banking Demonstration," April 1991.  (The Journal of Aging and Social Policy), Vol. 4, No. 3/4,  
pp. 111-138, 1992. 

 
William J. Scanlon, "An Assessment of the Washington State Medicaid Nursing Home Reimbursement 

System," Prepared for The Long Term Care Commission and The Washington State Legislature, January 
1991. 

 
Sandra Newman and William J. Scanlon, "Delivery of Long-Term Care Services:  New Developments in 

Nursing Homes and Housing," paper presented at FHP Foundation Conference on the Economics and 
Politics of Long-Term Care, Irvine, CA, October, 1989. 

 
Judith Feder and William J. Scanlon, "Case Mix Payment for Nursing Home Care:   Lessons from Maryland," 

Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law, Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 523-548, Fall 1989. 
 
Judith Feder and William J. Scanlon, "Paying for Long-Term Care," in Carl Eisdorfer M.D., Ph.D., et al., ed. 

Caring for the Elderly:  Reshaping Health Policy, Baltimore:  The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989.   
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Mathy D. Mezey and William J. Scanlon, "Reimbursement Options for Encouraging Geriatric Nurse Practitioner 
Services" in Mathy D. Mezey et al., eds., Nursing Homes and Nursing Care:  Lessons for the Teaching 
Nursing Homes, New York:  Springer Publishing Co., 1989. 

 
Judith Feder and William J. Scanlon, "Problems and Prospects in Financing Long-Term Care," in K. McLennan 

and J. Meyer eds., Care and Cost, Current Issues in Health Policy.  Boulder, CO:  Westview Press, Inc., 
1989. 

 
Judith Feder, William J. Scanlon, Jennifer Edwards, and Jody Hoffman, "Board and Care:  Problem or 

Solution?"  in Marilyn Moon, et al., ed.,  Preserving Independence, The Role of Board and Care Homes.  
Washington, D.C.:  American Association of Retired Persons, Public Policy Institute, 1989). 

 
William J. Scanlon, "A Perspective on Long-Term Care for the Elderly," Health Care Financing Review, 1988 

Annual Supplement, December 1988. 
 
Judith Feder, Marilyn Moon and William J. Scanlon, "Medicare Reform:  Nibbling at Catastrophic Costs," Health 

Affairs , Vol. 6 No. 4, pp. 5-19, Winter 1987. 
 
Judith Feder and William J. Scanlon, "Juggling Goals in Nursing Home Reimbursement Policy," Chapter 2 in 

Richard Curtis and Ian Hill, eds.  Affording Access to Quality Care.  Washington, D.C.:  National 
Governors Association, July 1986. 

 
William J. Scanlon, "The Case for Public Long-Term Care Insurance," in Proceedings of the National Debate 

on Health Care, Texas Department of Human Services, April 1986. 
 
Howard H. Goldman, Judith Feder, and William J. Scanlon, "Chronic Mental Patients in Nursing Homes:  

Reexamining Data from the National Nursing Home Survey," Hospital and Community Psychiatry, Vol. 37, 
No. 3, March 1986. 

 
Judith Feder, and William J. Scanlon, "Financing Effective Long-Term Care for the Elderly," in Janet Tedesco, 

ed., Financing Quality Care for the Elderly.  Chicago:  American Hospital Association, Hospital Research 
and Educational Trust, 1985. 

 
William J. Scanlon and Judith Feder, "Long-Term Care:  An Overview," Healthcare Financial Management, 

January 1984. 
 
William G. Weissert, William J. Scanlon, and Margot Cella, "Encouraging Appropriate Care for the Chronically 

Ill:  Design of the NCHSR Experiment in Nursing Home Incentive Payments," Health Care Financing 
Review, Vol. 5, No. 2 (Winter, 1983) 

 
William J. Scanlon and William Weissert, "Nursing Home Cost Function Analysis:  A Critique," Health Services 

Research , Vol. 18, No. 3 (Fall 1983). 
 
William J. Weissert and William J. Scanlon, "Estimating the Long-Term Care Population:  National and State 

Prevalence Rates and Selected Characteristics," Urban Institute Working Paper No. 1466-5, June 1983. 
 
William J. Scanlon and Carol Hamcke, "Long-Term Care Needs, Resources and Service Use among Aged 

Community Residents:  Evidence from Four Local Surveys," Urban Institute Working Paper 1466-31, June 
1983. 

 
Judith Feder and William J. Scanlon, "Federal Financing and Fiscal Incentives:  Shuffling Federal Programs to 

Pay for Long-Term Care," Urban Institute Working Paper 1466-15, April 1983. 
 
Judith Feder and William J. Scanlon, "The Underused Benefit:  Medicare's Coverage of Skilled Nursing Home 

Care," Milbank Memorial Fund Quarterly/Health and Society, Vol. 60, No. 4 (Fall 1982). 
 
Helen Smits, Judith Feder, and William J. Scanlon, "Medicare's Nursing Home Coverage:  Variations in 

Interpretation."  New England Journal of Medicine, 307:855-860 (September 30, 1982). 
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William J. Scanlon and Judith Feder, "Medicare and Medicaid Patients Access to Skilled Nursing Facilities."  
Background Study for Department of Health and Human Services Report in Compliance with Section 919 
of the 1980 Omnibus Reconciliation Act, November 1981. 

 
William J. Scanlon, "Public Policies and the Nursing Home Industry's Growth:  Findings and Gaps," Urban 

Institute Working Paper 1095-2, April 1981.  (Presented at Eastern Economics Association Meeting.) 
 
William J. Scanlon and John F. Holahan, "Towards Modeling the Long-Term Care System," Urban Institute 

Working Paper 1227-3, September 1980. 
 
William G. Weissert and William J. Scanlon, "Long-Term Care:  Public Expenditures and Public Policy," In 

Health U.S. 1980, Department of Health and Human Services, 1980. 
 
Judith Feder, John F. Holahan, and William J. Scanlon, "Medicaid and Public Policy," Generations, Vol. IV, No. 

1 (May 1980). 
 
William J. Scanlon, "The Demand for Nursing Home Care:  An Analysis of the Substitution Between Institutional 

and Non-Institutional Care:  A Note," Journal of Human Resources, Vol. XV, No. 2 (Spring 1980). 
 
William J. Scanlon, "A Theory of the Nursing Home Market," Inquiry, Vol. XVII, No. 1 (Spring 1980). 
 
Judith Feder and William J. Scanlon, "The Shortage of Nursing Home Beds," Journal of Health Politics, Policy 

and Law , Vol. 4, No. 4, Winter 1980. 
 
William J. Scanlon and Judith Feder, "Regulation of Investment in Long-Term Care Facilities," report submitted 

to the National Center for Health Services Research, January 1980. 
 
Judith Feder and William J. Scanlon, "Regulating the Bed Supply in Nursing Homes, Milbank Memorial Fund 
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William J. Scanlon, "Nursing Home Utilization Patterns:  Implications for Policy," Journal of Health Politics, 

Policy and Law, Vol. 4, No. 4 (Winter 1980). 
 
William J. Scanlon, Elaine Defederico, Margaret Stassen, Long-Term Care  and the Elderly; Current 

Experience and a Framework for Analysis (Washington, D.C.:  The Urban Institute) 1979. 
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Services' Under Medicare and Medicaid," Milbank Memorial Fund Quarterly/Health and Society, Vol. 57, 
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John F. Holahan, William J. Scanlon and Bruce Spitz, Restructuring Federal Medicaid Controls and Incentives, 
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Labor Market," Ronald G. Ehrenburgh ed., in Research in Labor Economics, Vol. I, JAI Press, 1977. 
 
William J. Scanlon, "The 1974-75 Recession and State Financing of Health and Welfare Programs," Urban 

Institute Working Paper 986-5, September 1976. 
 
William J. Scanlon, Sheila Larkin, and John F. Holahan, "Medicaid and the Business Cycle," Urban Institute 

Working Paper 986-1, June 1976.  (Presented at Western Economic Association Meeting, 1976.) 
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Language:  Report Submitted to the New York Center for State Employment Security Manpower 
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Charles C. Holt, R.E. Smith, R.S. Toikka, William J. Scanlon and J.E. Vanski, "Labor Markets, Inflation, and 

Manpower Policies," Final Report to the U.S. Department of Labor, May 1975. 
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Betsy Levin, Thomas Muller and William J. Scanlon, School and Taxes in North Carolina, The Urban Institute, 

January 1973. 
 
W. Lee Hansen, Burton A. Weisbrod, and William J. Scanlon, "Schooling and Earnings of Low Achievers:  A 

Reply," American Economic Review, September 1972. 
 
William J. Scanlon, and Robert P. Strauss, "Geographic Heterogeneity of Local Government Expenditures," 
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Betsy Levin, Thomas Muller and William J. Scanlon, Paying for Public Schools:  Issues of School Finance in 

California, The Urban Institute, April 1972. 
 
Betsy Levin, Thomas Muller, William J. Scanlon, and Michael Cohen, Public School Finance:  Present 

Disparities and Fiscal Alternatives:  A Report Prepared for the President's Commission on School 
Finance, The Urban Institute, January 1972. 

 
W. Lee Hansen, Burton A. Weisbrod, and William J. Scanlon, "Schooling and Earnings of Low Achievers," 

American Economic Review, June 1970. 
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