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Overview of Qualifications 
 

Alker is the Executive Director of the Center for Children and Families and a 
Research Associate Professor at the Health Policy Institute of Georgetown 
University. She has authored numerous reports on issues affecting low-income 
families for more than two decades.  Her current work focuses primarily on public 
coverage for low-income families through Medicaid and the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP) and the implementation of health reform. Additional 
areas of interest include the role of employer-sponsored coverage in public 
programs, Medicaid waivers, and Medicaid managed care. Alker has testified 
before the U.S. Congress and in numerous state legislatures and has served on 
various advisory panels for the Department of Health and Human Services. 
 

Employment History 
 
Health Policy Institute, Georgetown University 
 

Research Faculty  September 2002 –
Present

 
Executive Director 

 
Center for Children and 
Families

June 2008 – present 

 
Families USA 

Associate Director, Government Affairs April 1994-July 2002
 
National Coalition for the Homeless 

Assistant Director May 1989-April 1994 
Policy Analyst  

 

Education 

St. Antony’s College, Oxford University, Oxford, England  

M.Phil in Politics June 1988 
 

Bryn Mawr College 

A.B. with Honors in Political Science May 1985 
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