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Mr. Rick Blasgen

President and CEO

Council of Supply Chain Management Professionals
333 East Butterfield Road

Lombard, IL 60148

Dear Mr. Blasgen:

Thank you for appearing before the Subcommittee on Health on June 18, 2015, to testify at the
hearing entitled “A National Framework for the Review and Labeling of Biotechnology in Food.”

Pursuant to the Rules of the Committee on Energy and Commerce, the hearing record remains
open for ten business days to permit Members to submit additional questions for the record, which are
attached. The format of your responses to these questions should be as follows: (1) the name of the
Member whose question you are addressing, (2) the complete text of the question you are addressing in
bold, and (3) your answer to that question in plain text.

To facilitate the printing of the hearing record, please respond to these questions with a
transmittal letter by the close of business on July 27, 2015. Your responses should be mailed to Graham
Pittman, Legislative Clerk, Committee on Energy and Commerce, 2125 Rayburn House Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20515 and e-mailed in Word format to graham.pittman@mail.house.gov.

Thank you again for your time and effort preparing and delivering testimony before the

Subcommittee.
Sincerely, %

seph R. Pitts
hairman
Subcommittee on Health

cc: The Honorable Gene Green, Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Health

Attachment



Attachment — Additional Questions for the Record

The Honorable Representative Burgess

As you may know, the USDA’s National Organic Program (NOP) regulates the production and
labeling of organic foods. Organtc certification is required if a product is to be labeled as an
organic product under the USDA. To comply with the NOP, a company must adhere to the NOP
requirements, which in the case of an agricultural product derived from animals prohibits the use
of GMO feed, the use of growth of hormones, and the use of antibiotics. According to the draft
bill language before you, the type of feed used in creating a covered agricultural product derived
from animals is not specifically defined.

I. Do you agree that there should be one definition for “non-GMO™ under federal law because
otherwise consumers will be deceived as to what “non-GMQ” on a label actually means?

A company that has already met the definition of organic has met the federal definition of non-
GMO and therefore should automatically be eligible for a new, non-GMO certification should a
new non-GMQ labeling program be created,

2. It would be inherently unfair for a company to have to go through the non-GMO certification
process twice. Don’t you agree?

3. Youdiscuss in your testimony that this coordinated campaign of labeling advocates is part of
a strategy to end the use of biotechnology in food and agricultural production. How so?

4. If they were successful in these efforts, how would that impact our ability 1o provide
affordable and nutritious food to American families?

5. Would it not raise food costs for working people in our country?

6. Have there been any medically documented cases of people getting sick from eating a food
derived from genetically engineered crops?

The Honorable Representative Cardenas

I understand that there is already an independent private sector certification body for foods
produced without genctic engineering.

1. What impact would this new legislative language have on existing private label non-GMO
claims?

2. Since the cost of certifying non-GMOQ products is currently not being borne on the tax payer,
how much would it cost to create the new USDA certification standard for GE and non-GMO
foods?



A number of major food brands produce organic lines in addition to their conventional brands.
The U.S, also exports a large amount of Identity Preserved non-GMO grain to export markets in
Burope and Asia.

3. So to what extent is there already segregation in the supply chain and would that be close to
sufficient if GE foods were required to be labeled at a federal level? Are there enough
farmers and farm workers to produce a sufficient amount of non-GMO or organic food?

4. Will labeling GE food increase costs to consumers?
5. What should the de minimis threshold level for a mandatory label be? It is impossible to be at

zero. So above which point should a label be required for processed food? The United
Kingdom has set their standard at 9/10ths of 1%. Where should we set ours?



