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Mary Jean Billingsley is the mother of Tim Costello a 22 year old young man with 

disabilities currently living an independent life in Kansas.  She is a business 

entrepreneur who trains and inspires executives to represent themselves in national and 

international business domains.  She also is involved in personal and career 

development for individuals with disabilities.  

 

Mary Jean, trained at the prestigious Protocol School of Washington, where she became 

a certified Etiquette and International Protocol Consultant, has presented across the 

United States and in Europe.  Her background includes leading career services for 

colleges, universities and in banking. 

 

Mary Jean is also co-chair of the annual conference, “Beyond the Diagnosis: Autism 

Across the Lifespan,” attended by professionals and families from nine states.  Finally, 

she is a member of the planning team, and is a presenter, for the Career Opportunities for 

Students with Disabilities, COSD, headquartered in the University of 

Tennessee-Knoxville. 

 

She earned her Masters of Education in Counseling and Bachelor of Science in Child and 

Family Development from the University of Missouri-Columbia.  Mary Jean is a 

committed advocate for families and persons with disabilities, especially her son Tim.   
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