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COMMUNITIES ADVOCATING
EMERGENCY AIDS RELIEF

COALITI ON

March 20, 2015

The Honorable Joseph Pitts

420 Cannon House Office Building
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on Health
Hearing: “Examining the 340B Drug Pricing Program”

Tuesday, March 24, 2015 at 10:00 a.m.

Submitted via e-mail to: energycommerce@mail.house.gov

Dear Congressman Pitts and Members of the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
Subcommittee on Health:

The Communities Advocating Emergency AIDS Relief (CAEAR) Coalition is grateful for
the opportunity to provide a statement regarding the 340B Drug Pricing Program.

The CAEAR Coalition is a national membership organization that advocates for federal
policy, legislation, regulations, and appropriations to meet the care, treatment,
support, and prevention needs of people living with HIV/AIDS and the organizations
that serve them, focusing on health care reform and the evolving role of the Ryan
White Program. CAEAR Coalition's proactive national leadership is focused on the
Ryan White Program as a central part of the nation's response to HIV/AIDS. The
coalition’s members include Ryan White Program Part A, Part B, and Part C
consumers, grantees, and providers, as well as the Part F AIDS Education and Training
Centers.

The legislative intent of the 340B Drug Pricing Program is and always has been to
"stretch scarce Federal resources as far as possible, reaching more eligible patients
and providing more comprehensive services.” This has been the understanding of
Congress and designated 340B safety-net entities since the Program's inception. The
Program successfully fulfills this purpose for Ryan White 340B entities and community
health centers and should continue to do so.

CAEAR Coalition members that are Ryan White 340B entities have realized significant

savings on medications for their patients. These savings have been reinvested in order
to improve the quality of care; expand services; and reach patients in need of primary
medical care, specialty HIV care, and medical case management.

The invaluable impact of the 340B Drug Pricing Program extends beyond increased
pharmaceutical access, as was the statute’s intent. It is a cornerstone for Ryan White
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340B entities and community health centers in delivering healthcare services that
successfully retain patients in care—the proven means for eradicating health



disparities, improving health equity, reducing hospitalizations, achieving overall better
health outcomes, and lowering healthcare costs. These results fulfill the legislative
intent of the 340B Drug Pricing Program and underscore the essential role it was
designed to play in supporting 340B safety-net providers.

CAEAR Coalition members and many safety-net providers from across the country
depend on the savings from the 340B Program to keep their doors open. We urge the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on Health, to recommit to the
340B Drug Pricing Program—a program that has so successfully helped to improve
and expand the nation’s healthcare.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
Yy %
Jan Cart Tarkt
Jan Carl Park

Chair, Board of Directors
CAEAR Coalition



