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Dear Dr. Welner:

Thank you for agreeing to testify before the Subcommittee on Health on Thursday, April 3, 2014,
at the hearing entitled “Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis Act of 2013."

Pursuant to the Rules of the Committee on Energy and Commerce, the hearing record remains
open for ten business days to permit Members to submit additional questions for the record, which are
attached. The format of your responses to these questions should be as follows: (1) the name of the
Member whose question you are addressing, (2) the complete text of the question you are addressing in
bold, and (3) your response to that question in plain text.

To facilitate the printing of the hearing record, please respond to these questions with a
transmittal letter by the close of business on Tuesday, May 6, 2014. Your responses should be mailed to
Sydne Harwick, Legislative Clerk, Committee on Energy and Commerce, 2125 Rayburn House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515 and e-mailed in Word format to Sydne.Harwick@mail.house.gov.

Thank you again for your time and effort preparing testimony for the Subcommittee.

Subcommittee on Health

cc: The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr., Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Health

Attachment



Attachment—Additional Questions for the Record

The Honorable Joseph R, Pitts

I

In your opinion, how has the legacy of deinstitutionalizing the meantally ill worked out over the
past half-century?

The Wall Street Journal wrote an editorial this month that raised some concerning issues about
SAMHSA s effort to address serious mental illness, Will you discuss what the federal
government can do o improve the mental health delivery system, such as using more evidence-
based care models?

Given your professional work treating individvals with serious mental itlness, are the
modifications to HIPAA in H.R. 3717, as described by Mental [lealth America, an “erosion of
privacy protections” or “disrupting [to] the patient-provider relationship™ in any way?

As a treating professional. is knowing that you may share information with a family member of
that individual if you “reasonably believe it is necessary...in order to protect the health, safety, or
welfare of such individual or the safety of one or more individuals™ likely to help in that
individual’s treatment and recovery, or hurt their treatment in any way?

As a forensic psychiatrist and as provider of medical services with more than two decades of
experience treating patients, are there situations that you have come across that iead you to
believe that the imminent danger” standard is unworkable and/or limits access to necessary
medical care?

There are some experts who belicve that HIPAA and FERPA are sometimes not well understood
by families and health providers. In addition. some providers, especially those who are asked to
provide private health information before establishing a professional relationship with the patient,
are concerned about liability. [f fear and lack ol knowledge are factors in applying HIPAA and
FERPA, would training be a better option, in some cases, to changing the Jaws related to both
HIPAA and FERPA?

The Honsrable Michael C. Burgess

L

Do you think the "Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis Act™ takes the right approach in
addressing the problems with the only “one drug” per therapeutic class policy?

Will you provide your thoughts on extending the health information technology incentive to
mental health providers? | have cosponsored legislation that ] think is very important in extending
the program to imental health providers so they can communicate and work with primary care
clinicians.

The Honorable GGus Bilirakis

1.

[ 0%

I1.R. 3717 modifies the Justice Assistance Grant program to provide training to police officers to
recognize mental ilinesses and better intervene in situations. Would this help ensure that police
officers receive training to recognizc a veleran suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress?

H.R. 3717 requires the collection of taw enforcement incidents involving individuals with mental
iliness. It seems to me that Veterans suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress would be an important



sub-section of this data set and that the information ¢ollected could have vatue. Will you talk
about some of the problems that occur, and why collecting this data is important?

Title V1 of H.R. 3717 increases funding for the Brain Research through Advancing Innovative
Neuro-technologies (BRAIN) Initiative, Will you teli me more about this initiative and would this
help in the study of Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) or Post-Traumatic Stress?

Title X of H.R. 3717 provides medical malpractice protections to providers that volunteer at
Community Health Centers. Will you talk about the challenges that Community Health Centers
have in finding qualified staff and getting fully staffed? How would this provision meet that
need?



