
List of Organizations that Endorse H.R. 669

CJ Foundation for SIDS

National Association of Medical Examiners

Sudden Unexplained Death in Childhood Program

First Candle

Juvenile Products Manufacturers Association

Kids ln Danger

Cribs for Kids

lnternational Association of Coroners and Medical Examiners

The Star Legacy Foundation

Maternity Care Coalition

Child Death, Near Death and Stillbirth Commission (of DE)

Safe Kids Upstate (SC)

Children's Hospital Association

Child lnjury Prevention Alliance

Safe Kids Worldwide

Safe States

American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children

American Academy of Pediatrics

American Association of Nurse Practitioners

Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO)

Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs (AMCHP)

Society for Advancement of Violence and lnjury Research

Charlie's Kids Foundation

Society of Medicolegal Death investigators
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March L,20t3

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.
237 Cannon Building
Washington, DC 20515-3006

Dear Rep. Pallone,

Please accept this letter as a formal endorsement from The CJ Foundation for SIDS of the Sudden Unexpected
Death Data Expansion and Awareness Act S314/HR669.

We applaud your vision to craft this bill. The Sudden Unexpected Death Data Expansion and Awareness
Act will improve the collection of critical data to determine the causes of Stillbirth, Sudden Unexpected lnfant
Death (SUID) and Sudden Unexplained Death ín Childhood (sUDc); increase education and awareness about
how to prevent these tragedies in the future; and expand support services for families who have experienced a
loss.

Regards, 

/y'ro,,/,. lh^/ ln /r(øl
ÁK^î/rØr'e' ,f*,ill þl

Susan Hollander
President/Execut¡ve Director
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February 28,2013

Exccutive Director
Denise D. McNally

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.

237 Cannon Building
Washington, DC 2051 5-3006

Dear Rep. Pallone,

Please accept this letter as a formal endorsement from the National Association of
Medical Examiners of the Sudden Unexpected Death Data Expansion and Awareness Act
53l4/HR669. The National Association of Medical Examiners (NAME) is the national

professional organization of physician medical examiners, medical death investigators ând

death investigation system administrators who perform the official duties of the

medicolegal investigation of deaths. It was founded in 1966 and has members in the

United States and internationally.

We applaud your vision to craft this bill. The Sudden Unexpected Death Data Expansion

and Awareness Act will improve the collection of critical data to determine the causes of
Stillbirth, Sudden Unexpected Infant Death (SUID) and Sudden Unexplained Death in

Childhood (SUDC); increase education and awareness about how to prevent these

tragedies in the future; and expand suppoft services for families who have experienced a

loss.

As medical examiners, we find preventable infant and childhood deaths among the most

tragic and distressing of any deaths we investigate. Anything Congress can do to prevent

them is most appreciated.

Gregory A. Schmunk, M.D.
President
National Association of Medical Examiners

fu%e 7l^Ã,^A4, [tÐ

Lindsey C. Thomas, M.D.
Chair, Government Affairs Committee
National Association of Medical Examiners
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February 28,2013

The Honorabte Frank Paltone, Jr.
237 Cannon Buitding
Washington, DC 2051 5-3006

Re: Sudden Unexpected Death Data Expansion and Awareness Act
s.314lH.R.669

Dear Rep. Pattone,

Ptease accept this letter as a formal endorsement from The SUDC Program of the
Sudden Unexpected Death Data Expansion and Awareness Act S314lHR669.

We apptaud your vision to craft this bitt. The Sudden Unexpected Death Data
Expansion and Awareness Act witl improve the coltection of critical data to determine
the causes of Stittbirth, Sudden Unexpected lnfant Death (SUID) and Sudden
Unexplained Death in Chitdhood (SUDC); increase education and awareness about how
to prevent these tragedies in the future; and expand support services for families who
have experienced a loss.

Very truty yours,

fvr^"
Laura Crandall
Program Director & SUDC Parent

The SUDC Program c/o The CJ Foundation For SIDS
The lmus-WFAN Pediatric Center, 30 Prospect Avenue, Hackensack, NJ 07601

Tel: (800) 620-SUDC Fax: (973) 559-6191 E-mail: info@sudc.org Web: www.sudc.otg
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March 8,2073

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.

237 Cannon Building
Washington, DC 20515-3006

Dear Representative Pallone:

Please accept this letter as a formal endorsement from First Candle of the Sudden Unexpected Death Data

Enhancement and Aworeness Acf 5314/HR669.

We applaud your vision to craft this bill, The Sudden Unexpected Death Data Enhancement ond Awareness Act
will improve the collection of criticaldata to determine the causes of Stillbirth, Sudden Unexpected lnfant Death

(SUID) and Sudden Unexplained Death in Childhood (SUDC); increase education and awareness about how to
prevent these tragedies in the future; and expand support services for families who have experienced a loss,

As a national organization that has spent the past two decades working with thousands of families who have lost

babies suddenly and unexpectedly, we understand the magnitude of these losses...for both individualfamilies
and for society. We commend your vision and applaud the timing of this important bill. Now, more than ever,

surveillance, standardized protocols and education regarding Safe Sleep can continue to reduce the risk.

FirstCandlealsoapplaudstheinclusionofstillbirthawareness,educationandpreventioninthebill. With70
stillbirthseachdayinourcountrywefacea"silentepidemic". lnyearspastmanyoftheseinfantsweretoosmall
to survive if they were delivered early. But now we have opportunity to change those outcomes through careful

risk assessment and a better understanding of where and why so many these babies experience last trimester
problems.

First Candle is available to assist you as the bills progress through Congressional committees. On behalf of our
Board of Directors, as well as many parents, we truly thank you.

Most sincerely,

gq
Kelly Neal Mariotti, CEO

1314 Bedford Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21208
kellv@firstcand le.org
Cell phone: 904-608-5613

I rrst (.:rr:<jlt'r'Sll)S,.\llrrrrr( -- I ì I ì lìtriirrrrl ¡\r'trìur' .-. ll:¡llrrtr¡t. Iil)
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Warm regards,

@

November 20,2013

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.
237 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Representative Pallone:

Please accept this letter as formal support from the Juvenile Products Manufacturers

Association (JPMA) of the Sudden Unexpected Death Data Expansion and Awareness

Act (S314, HR669).

The JPMA supports HR669 because the new research and education included in the bill
would help reduce the number of unexpected infant deaths in America. Specifically, this

bill would improve the collection of critical data to determine the causes of theses tragic

deaths, increase education and awareness about how to prevent these tragedies in the

future and expand support services for families who have experienced a stillbirth or
SUID loss.

This bill is important to me because of our organization's commitment to our youngest

and most vulnerable citizens. JPMA is a nonproftt association made up of children's
products manufacturers who are dedicated to promoting the industry and the safe use of
juvenile products.

Thank you for introducing this important piece of legislation. By working together, we

will be one step closer to a future where all babies survive and thrive.

Michael R. Dwyer, CAE
Executive Director
E-mail: mdwyer@jpma.org

fuvenile Products Manufacturers Association, Inc.
15000 Commerce Parkwa¡ Suite C . Mt. Laurel, NI 08054 . 856.638.0420'856,439.0525

E-mai I : ip¡sê@ahi nt.co m' Websi te: www.j p ma.org
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March 6,2013

The Honorable Frank Pattone, Jr.
237 Cannon Buitding
Washington, DC 2051 5-3C06

Dear Representative Patlone,

Please accept this letter as a formal endorsement from Kids ln
Danger of the Sudden Unexpected Death Data Expansion and
Awareness Act 531 4/HR669.

We apptaud your vision to craft this bitt. The Sudden Unexpected
Death Data Expansion and Awareness Act would improve the
coltection of critical data to determine the causes of stittbirth and
Sudden Unexpected lnfant Death (SUID), increase education and
awareness about how to prevent these tragedies in the future,
and expand support services for famities who have experienced a

stittbirth or SUID toss. Too often information about unsafe
products is missed because data collected is not comprehensive
enough.

Sincerely,

4qûa,/*-
Nancy A. Cowtes
Executive Director

Co-Founders
Linda Ginzel, PhD
Boaz Keysar; PhD

Board of Dir ectors
Leslie M. Batterson, CSP

Shawn Kasserman, Esq

Kristina Paschall

Geoffrey Phillips

Julius E. Rhodes, SPHR

Judy Sage

Karen Sheehan, MD
Steven W. Swibel, Esq

Robert R.Tanz, MD
LisaTurano Solano, Esq

Advisory Board

Kristine Anderson
Sonny Garg
Howard Haas

Executive Director
Nancy A. Cowles
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March 14,2013

The Honorabte Frank Patlone, Jr.
237 Cannon Buitding
Washington, DC 2051 5-300ó

Dear Rep. Pattone,

Ptease accept this letter as a formal endorsement from Cribs for Kids, lnc. of the
Sudden Unexpected Death Data Expansion and Awareness Act S314IHRó69.

We apptaud your vision to craft this bitt. The Sudden Unexpected Death Data
ExpansÍon and Awareness Act will improve the coltection of critical data to determine
the causes of Stittbirth, Sudden Unexpected lnfant Death (SUID) and Sudden
Unexplained Death in Chitdhood (SUDC); increase educatÍon and awareness about how
to prevent these tragedies in the future; and expand support services for famities who
have experienced a loss.

Executive Di rector/ Founder

JAB/st

Cdbs for Kidso Headquarters . 810 River Avenue, Suite 250, Pittsburgh, PA15212 . 888.721.CR18 ' www.cribsforkids.org

Cribs for Kidso Washington, DC Office . 1 115 Massaúusetts Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20005 . 202,494.3359 . jrainey@cribsforkids.org
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International Association of Coroners & Medical Examiners
ProfessÍonal ísm & Preventìon

Dedicated to the promotion of cxccllcncc in medicolegal dcath investigation through
annual educational senrinars for over 70 ycars

March 14,2013

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.
237 CawtonBuilding
Washington, DC 205 I 5-3006

Dear Rep. Pallone,

Please accept this letter as a formal endorsement from The International Association of Coroners &
Medical Examiners (IAC&ME) of the Sudden Unexpected Death Data Expansion and Awareness Act
s3l4/HR669.

We applaud your vision to craft this bill. The Sudden Unexpected Death Data Expansion and

Awareness Act will improve the collection of critical data to determine the causes of Stillbirth,
Sudden Unexpected Infant Death (SUID) and Sudden Unexplained Death in Childhood (SUDC);

increase education and awareness about how to prevent these tragedies in the future; and expand

support services for families who have experienced a loss.

President EleclSecretary
1704 Pinto Lane
Las Vegas, NV 89106
John. Fudenberg@theiacme.corn

1704 PTNTO LANE . LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89106 . (702l455-3385
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March 20,2013

The Honorabte Frank Patlone, Jr'
237 Cannon Buitding
Washington, DC 2051 5'3006

Dear ReP. Pattone,

please accept this tetter as a format endorsernent from the star

Làgã.VÊouidation of the Sudden Unexpe-cted Death Data

ËñËãnt"tent and Awareness Act S314/HR6ó9'

We applaud your vision to craft this bitt' The Sudden

ür-"-õ[giãã'oãàtn outu Enhancemenr and Awareness Act witt

,;;ä|"ihã cottection of criticat dara ro determine the causes

;ïllitibiritr, su¿¿eñ unexpecred !{ant Death (sulD) and

ilãñunexptained Death in chttdhood (suDc); increase

ããuããtion .nä 
"wáreñãs 

auout how ro prevent these tragedies

in iñãîùture; anoãxpand support services for famities who

have experienced a toss.

Warmest Regards,

ñ"¿¿¿øØ-.v/t¡wro<.ç
Liidsey Wfmffier, l,tSN, CPNP

Executive Director
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Aprit 12, 2013

The Honorable Frank Pattone, Jr.
237 Cannon Buitding
Washington, DC 2051 5-300ó

Dear Rep. Patlone,

Ptease accept this tetter as a formal endorsement from (insert your organization's
name) of the Sudden Unexpected Death Data Enhancement and Awareness Act

s314lHR669.

We apptaud your vision to craft this bitt. The Sudden Unexpected Death Data

Enhanèemeni and Awareness Act witt improve the cottection of critical data to
determine the causes of Stittbirth, Sudden Unexpected lnfant Death (SUID) and

Sudden Unexptained Death in Chitdhood (SUDC); increase education and awareness

about how to prevent these tragedies in the future; and expand support services for
famities who have experienced a [oss.

Sincerety,

'^%î"vtdøt
Mary Texidor
Cribs for Kids Program Manager
Maternity Care Coatitíon
2000 Hamitton St, Ste 205
Phitadetphia, PA 19130
(21s) 989-35s5
mtexidor@matern itycarecoatition. org

MaternitvCare
Coalitiorís 2.000 l{¿ì'rììltonstreet lSuite205 lPhrlatlelph¡a.PA l9l3o lt 2159720700 lmeternitycarecoalílion.org



STATE OF DELAWARE
Child Death, Near Death and Stillbirth Commission

900 King Street, Suite 220
Wilmington, DE 19801-3341

April23,2013

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.

237 Cannon Building
Washington, DC 20515-3006

Dear Rep. Pallone,

Please accept this letter as a formal endorsement from the State of Delaware Child Death, Near Death

and Stillbirth Commission of the Sudden Unexpected Death Data Expansion and Awareness Act

s314lHR669.

We applaud your vision to craft this bill. The Sudden Unexpected Death Data Expansion and Awareness

Act will improve the collection of critical data to determine the causes of Stillbirth, Sudden Unexpected

lnfant Death (SUID) and Sudden Unexplained Death in Childhood (SUDC); increase education and

awareness about how to prevent these tragedies in the future; and expand support services for families

who have experienced a loss.

Respectfully submitted,

Marjorie L. Hershberger, MS, RN-BC, PNP-BC, CPNP

Specialíst for lnfant Safe Sleeping & SIDS

Commissioner Child Death, Near Death and Stillbirth Commission
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August 2,2013

The Honorabte Frank Pattone, Jr,
237 Cannon Buitding
Washington, DC 2051 5-3006

Dear Rep. Pattone,

Safe Kids Upstate/Upstate Cribs for Kids is writing this letter as a formal endorsement
of the Sudden Unexpected Death Data Enhancement and Awareness Act 53141HR669.

We appreciate your vision in crafting this bitt. The Sudden Unexpected Death Data
Enhancement and Awareness Act wil,t improve the compitation of critical data to
determine the causes of Stittbirth, Sudden Unexpected lnfant Death (SUID) and
Sudden Unexptained Death in Chitdhood (SUDC); increase education and awareness
about how to prevent these tragedies in the future; and expand support services for
famities who have experienced loss due to Stittbirth, Sudden Unexpected lnfant Death
(SUID) or Sudden Unexplained Death in Chitdhood (SUDC).

Sincerety,(eW
Cynthia D. Fryer, MA

Manager, Children's Advocacy

Safe Kids Upstate

255 Enterprise Btvd., Ste. 110

Greenvitte , 5C 29615

255 Enteq:rise lSouler¡ard. Suite 110

Le(, by

Greenville, SC 29015 tel 864-454-1100

wwwsafekidsupslate.org

Upstâte

fax 864-454-1 1 14
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September 70,2013

The Honorable Frank Pallone
U.S. House of Representatives
237 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senator Menendez and Representative Pallone:

\ùfe write to thank you for sponsoring the Sudden Unexpected Death Data Enhancement and

Awareness Act, and to express our strong support for it. The bill's original sponsor in the Senate,

Frank Lautenberg, who recently passed away, was a champion for child safery throughout his careet.

Passing this legislation would significantly improve infant safety and would be a fìtting tribute to his

legacy. We are ready to join you in moving it forward in both chambers.

\ù7hat we know from the statistics reported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

("CDC') - and especially what we do not know - tells the story of why this legislation is so critical.

There are more than 4,500 Sudden Unexpected Infant Deaths ("SUIDs") in the United States each

1,ear, and half of these deaths are due to Sudden Infant Death Syndrome ("SIDS'). While it is
suspected that 80-90 percent of the remaining deaths malr þs the result of unsafe sleep practices, we

do not know for sure. The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends evidence-based safe sleep

pracrices that include emphasizing: placing infants on their backs for sleep; using firm sleep surfaces

in cribs with no soft objects or loose bedding; providing a smoke-free environment and room-
sharing without bed-sharing. In order to further develop these and other safe sleep guidelines and to

conrinue improving public education efforts around this topic, it is essential to have high-quality
data on this important issue.

The CDC is trying its best to bring more consistency to information regarding SUIDs but is limited
by diminished resources. We deeply appreciate the need for these data to develop the most practical

and effective remedies, as do the CDC and pediatric institutions. This bill provides needed

invesrments that will signifìcantly improve the gathering and assessment of data regarding the

circumstances surrounding SUIDs. This information is essential to identi$ring current risk factors

contributìng to SUIDs and tailoring public health efforts accordingly'

The public education and awareness role of the bill is also critical, because we know that public
education can help reduce SUIDs. In 7994, the Back to Sleep public education campaign was

launched by the Eunice Kennedl ShriaerNaaonal Institute of Child Health and Human Development
('NICI{D'), now known as the Safe to Sleep campaign. This campaign has contributed to a
signifìcant decline in in SIDS deaths, but there is still an ongoing need for further Progress that this

bill's public education components would support. Finally, because there is nothing as tragic as

parents having to plan a funeral for their baby, the expansion ofsupport services, such as grief
òounseling, for families who have experienced a stillbirth or SUID loss is equally important.

Chan'ryions for Children's Health

6803 Wusr 64rr.¡ Sr¡re rr
OveRr,a¡ro P¡ux, KS 66202
p 973-262-L436
, 91,3-262-1575

401 WvrHe Stnarr
Arrxe¡ron¡a, VA22314
P 703-684-1355
r 703-684-1589

The Honorable Robert lvfenendez

United States Senate

528 Hart Senatc Building
Washington, DC 20510

WWW.C H I L D R E N SHOS PI TA LS.O RG



Prwiousþ this year, we joined with the following organizations in suppotting this legislation: Safe

Ifids rü(/oddu¡ide, rtrnerican A,cademy of Pediatrics, Child Prer¡ention lttjury A,lliance, Safe States,

ASTIIO, American Associ¿tion of Nurse Practitioners and First Candle.

Once again, we strongly support the passage of H.R. 669 on its merits and as a tribute to the career

of the late Senator Frank Lautenberg. tü(/e look forward to wotking with your office to move this

legislation forward. Thank you for your continued leadership in protecting our childten.

Sinceteþ

14ÞuQ"t
Jirn lGufman
Vice President, Public Policy
Children's Hospital Association
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The Honorable Robert Menendez

United States Senate

528 Hart Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Menendez and Representative Pallone:

We write to thank you for sponsoring the Sudden Unexpected Death Data Enhancement and Awareness

Act, and to express our strong support for it. The bill's original sponsor in the Senate, Frank Lautenberg,

who recently passed away, was a champion for child safety throughout his career. Passing this legislation

would significantly improve infant safety and would be a fitting tribute to his legacy. We are ready to join

you in moving it forward in both chambers.

What we know from the stat¡stics reported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ("CDC")-

and especially what we do not know - tells the story of why this legislation is so critical. There are more

than 4,500 Sudden Unexpected lnfant Deaths ("SUlDs") in the United States each year, and halfofthese
deaths are due to Sudden lnfant Death Syndrome ("S|DS"). While it is suspected that 80-90 percent of
the remaining deaths may be the result of unsafe sleep practices, we do not know for sure. The

American Academy of Pediatrics recommends evidence-based safe sleep practices that include

emphasizing: placing infants on their backs for sleep; using firm sleep surfaces in cribs with no soft

objects or loose bedding; providing a smoke-free environment and room-sharing without bed-sharing. ln

order to further develop these and other safe sleep guidelines and to continue improving public

education efforts around this topic, ¡t is essential to have high-quality data on this important issue.

The CDC is trying its best to bring more consistency to information regarding SUIDs but is limited by

diminished resources. We deeply appreciate the need for these data to develop the most practical and

effective remedies, as do the CDC and pediatric institutions. This bill provides needed investments that
will significantly improve the gathering and assessment of data regarding the circumstances surrounding

SUlDs. This information is essential to identifying current risk factors contributing to SUIDs and tailoring
public health efforts accordingly.

The public education and awareness role of the bill is also critical, because we know that public

education can help reduce SUlDs. ln 1994, the Back to Sleep public educat¡on campaign was launched

by the Eunice Kennedy Shriyer National lnst¡tute of Child Health and Human Development ("NlCHD"),

now known as the Safe to Sleep campaign. This campaign has contributed to a significant decline in in

SIDS deaths, but there is still an ongoing need for further progress that this bill's public education

components would support. Finally, because there is nothing as tragic as parents having to plan a

funeral for their baby, the expansion of support services, such as grief counseling, for families who have

experienced a stillbirth or SUID loss is equally important.

Jo¡nt letter in Support of H.R. 669

June 26,2013

The Honorable Frank Pallone

U.S. House of Representatives
237 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

wwrv.childinjur¡preventionalliance.org
ofacebook.com/ChildlnjuryPreventior¡Alliance, rwitter.c<¡m/ClPAlnjury
lDpinterest.com/ClPAlnjury e youtubc.com/ClPAlnjury
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Previouily, this year, we joined w¡th the following organizations in supporting this legislation: Safe Kids

Worldwide, American Academy of Pediatrics, Safe States, Children's Hospital Association, ASTHO,

Amerlcan Assocíation of Nurse Pract¡t¡oners and First Candle.

Once again, we strongly support the passage of H.R. 669 on its merits and as a tr¡bute to the career of
the late Senator Frank Lautenberg. We look forward to working w¡th your office to move this legislation

forward. Thank you for your cont¡nued leadership in protecting our children.

Sincerely,

Å-k
DrGaryA. Smith
President
Child lnjury Prevention Alliance

Child Injury Prevention Alliance
PO Box go5i45

C,olumbus, OH 4gæo-7or9

(6r+) g984IPA (z+zz)
n'rvw.clrildinjurypreventionalliance.org



SAFE
K:DS
WORLDWIDE,"

1301 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Suite 1000

Wash¡ngton, D.C. 20004

Kate Carr

President and CEO

kcarr@safekids.org I 202.662.0616

September t7,2Ot3

The Honorable Frank Pallone
U.S. House of Representatives
237 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Robert Menendez

United States Senate

528 Hart Senate Building

Washington, DC 205L0

Dear Senator Menendez and Representative Pallone:

We write to thank you for sponsoring the Sudden Unexpected Death Data Enhancement and Awareness Act, and

to express our strong support for it. The bill's original sponsor in the Senate, Frank Lautenberg, who recently

passed away, was a champion for child safety throughout his career. Passing this legislation would significantly

improve infant safety and would be a fitting tr¡bute to his legacy. We are ready to join you in moving it forward in

both chambers.

What we know from the statistics reported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ("CDC") - and

especially what we do not know - tells the story of why this legislation is so critical. There are more than 4,500

Sudden Unexpected lnfant Deaths ("SUlDs") in the United States each year, and half ofthese deaths are due to

Sudden lnfant Death Syndrome ("SlDS"). While it is suspected that 80-90 percent of the remaining deaths may be

the result of unsafe sleep practices, we do not know for sure. The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends

evidence-based safe sleep practices that include emphasizing: placing infants on their backs for sleep; using firm

sleep surfaces in cribs with no soft objects or loose bedding; providing a smoke-free environment and room-

sharing without bed-sharing. ln order to further develop these and other safe sleep guidelines and to continue

improving public education efforts around this topic, it is essent¡al to have high-quality data on this important

issue.

The CDC is trying its best to bring more consistency to information regarding SUIDs but is limited by diminished

resources. We deeply appreciate the need for these data to develop the most practical and effective remedies, as

do the CDC and pediatric institutions. This bill provides needed investments that will significantly improve the

gathering and assessment of data regarding the circumstances surrounding SUlDs. This information is essential to

identifying current risk factors contributing to SUIDs and tailoring public health efforts accordingly.

The public education and awareness role of the bill is also critical, because we know that public education can

help reduce SUlDs. ln 1994, the Back to Sleep public educat¡on campaign was launched by the Eunice Kennedy

Shriver National lnstitute of Child Health and Human Development ("NlCHD"), now known as the Safe to Sleep

campaign. This campaign has contributed to a significant decline in SIDS deaths, but there is still an ongoing need

for further progress that this bill's public education components would support. Finally, because there is noth¡ng

as tragic as parents having to plan a funeral fortheir baby, the expansion ofsupport services, such as grief

counseling, for families who have experienced a stillbirth or SUID loss is equally important.
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previousl¡ this year, we joined with the following organizations in supporting this legislation: American Academy

of Pediatrics, Ch¡ld Prevention lnjury Alliance, Safe States, Children's Hospital Association, Association of State and

Territorial Health Officials, Association of Maternal & Child Health Programs, American Association of Nurse

Practitioners and First Candle.

Once again, we strongly support the passage of 5.314 and H.R. 669 on their merits and as a tribute to the career

of the late Senator Frank Lautenberg. We look forward to working with your office to move this legislation

forward. Thank you for your cont¡nued leadership in protecting our children.

Sincerely,

&e
President and CEO

aa €td ØØ ÔÒUffigg
safekids.org



V SAFE STATES
An ,4lliuncc to Stran;çtltcn the Practice of' Injury u.nd Yiolence Pt'eztention

September 9,2013

The Honorable Frank Pallone
U.S. House of Representatives
237 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Robert Menendez
United States Senate
528 Hart Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Menendez and Representative Pallone:

We write to thank you for sponsoring the Sudden Unexpected Death Data Enhancement and

Awareness Act, añd to express our étrong support for it. The bill's origìnal sponsor in the Senate,

Frank Lautenberg, who recently passed ãway, was a champion for child gafety througho.ut his career.
passing this legiðlation would sijnificantly improve infant safety and would be a fitting tribute to his

legacy. We areready to join you in moving it forward in both chambers.

What we know from the statistics reported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ("CDC")

- and especially what we do not know - tells the story of why this legislation is so critical. There are

more than 4,50-0 Sudden Unexpected lnfant Deaths ("SUlDs") in the United States each year, and

half of these deaths are due to'sudden lnfant Death Syndrome ("SlDS'). While it is suspected that
80-90 percent of the remaining deaths may be the result of unsafe sleep practices, we do not know
for surb. The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends evidence-based safe,sleep. praclices that
include emphasizing: placing infänts on their backs for sleep; using firm sleep surfaces in cribs with
no soft objécts or loós'e bedding; providing a smoke-free environment and room-sharing without bed-

sharing. lñ order to further develop these ànd other safe sleep guidelines..anÇ to continue improving
pudicéducation efforts around this topic, it is essential to have high-quality data on this important
issue.

The CDC is trying its best to bring more consistency to information regarding SUIDs but is limited by

diminished reéouices. We deeply appreciate the need for these data to develop the most practical

and effective remedies, as do inã COC and pediatric institutions. This bill provides needed

investments that will significantly improve the gathering and assessment of data regarding the
circumstances surround¡ng SUlbs. This information is essential to identifying current risk factors
contributing to SUIDs and tailoring public health efforts accordingly.

The public education and awareness role of the bill is also critical, because we know that public

eduiation can help reduce SUlDs. In 1994, the Back to Sleep public education campaþn was
launched by the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National lnstitute of Child Health and Human Development
("N¡CHD'), now known as the Sáfe to Sleep campaign. Thiscampaign has contributed to asignificant
àedine in'in SIDS deaths, but there is still an ongoing need for further progress that this bill's public

education components would support. Finally, because there is nothing as.tragic as p.aren-ts having to
plan a funeral for their baby, the expansion df support services, such as grief counseling, for families
who have experienced a stillbirth or SUID loss is equally important.

22OOCenlury Porkwoy ' Suite ZO0 ' Atlonto, GA 30345 'www.sofestoles'org



V SAFE STATES
An tllliance to Streng'tlten thc l>rartire oJ'Iriury and l/iolence Pt'eaentiott

Once again, we strongly support the passage of H.R. 669 on its merits and as a tribute to the career
of the lãte Senator frãrit< Lautenberg. We look forward to working with your office to move this
legislation forward. Thank you for your continued leadership in protecting our children.

Sincerely,

,+,,r/r" 7( tu-[L a,rv,¿)

Amber Norris Williams
Executive Director
Safe States Alliance
2200 Century Parkway, Suite 700, Atlanta, GA 30345
amber.wi lliams@safestates.org I www.safestates.org
Phone: (770) 690-9000 | Fax: (770\ 690-8996 | Mobile: (678)895-5086



American Professional Society
on the Abuse of Children

September 17,2013

The Honorabte Frank Pattone, Jr.
237 Cannon Buitding
Washington, DC 2051 5-3006

Dear Rep. Patlone:

Please accept this letter as a formal endorsement from the American Professional Society on

the Abuse of Children supporting the Sudden Unexpected Death Data Enhancement and

Awareness Act 531 4/HR669.

We applaud your commitment to champion this bill in the wake of Senator Lautenberg's
passing. The Sudden Unexpected Death Data Enhancement and Awareness Act will improve

the collection of critical data to determine the causes of Stillbirth, Sudden Unexpected lnfant
Death (SUID) and Sudden Unexplained Death in Childhood (SUDC); increase education and

awareness about how to prevent these tragedies in the future; and expand support services for
families who have experienced a loss.

lf we can be of any assistance, please feel free to reach out to us at mhanev@apsac.orq or
850-933-691 5.

Sincerely,

,ëLtc,+46
Michael L Haney PhD, NCC, CISM, LMHC

Executive Director

Cc:

Viola Vaughan-Eden, PhD - APSAC President

Board of Directors

350PoplarAvenue Etmhurst,lL60126 Telephone:630.941.1235 TollFree:877.402.7722 Fax:630.359.4274
Web: www.apsac.org E-mail: apsac@apsac.org



Joint Letter in Support of H.R. 569

June26,2O73

The Honorable Frank Pallone
237 Cannon House Office Building

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Pallone:

We write to thank you for sponsoring H.R. 669, the Sudden Unexpected Death Data Enhancement and

Awareness Act, and to express our strong support for it. The bill's original sponsor ¡n the Senate, Frank

Lautenberg, who recently passed away, was a champion for child safety throughout his career. Passing

this legislation would significantly improve infant safety and would be a fitting tribute to his legacy. We

are ready to join you in moving it forward in both chambers.

What we know from the statistics reported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ("CDC")-

and especially what we do not know - tells the story of why this legislation is so critical. There are more

than 4,500 Sudden Unexpected lnfant Deaths ("SUlDs") in the United States each year, and halfofthese
deaths are due to Sudden lnfant Death Syndrome ("SlDS"). While it is suspected that 80-90 percent of
the remaining deaths may be the result of unsafe sleep practices, we do not know for sure. The

American Academy of Pediatrics recommends evidence-based safe sleep practices that include

emphasizing: placing infants on their backs for sleep; using firm sleep surfaces in cribs with no soft

objects or loose bedding; providing a smoke-free environment and room-sharing without bed-sharing. ln

order to further develop these and other safe sleep guidelines and to continue improving public

education efforts around this topic, ¡t ¡s essential to have high-quality data on this important issue.

The CDC is trying its best to bring more consistency to information regarding SUIDs but is limited by

diminished resources. We deeply appreciate the need for these data to develop the most pract¡cal and

effective remedies, as do the CDC and pediatric ¡nstitutions. This bill provides needed investments that
will significantly improve the gathering and assessment of data regarding the circumstances surrounding

SUlDs. This information is essential to identifying current risk factors contributing to SUIDs and tailoring
public health efforts accordingly.

The public education and awareness role of the bill is also critical, because we know that public

education can help reduce SUlDs. ln 1994, the Back to Sleep public education campaign was launched

by the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National lnst¡tute of Child Health and Human Development ("NICHD"),

now known as the Safe to Sleep campaign. This campaign has contributed to a significant decline in in

SIDS deaths, but there is still an ongoing need for further progress that this bill's public education

components would support. Finally, because there is nothing as tragic as parents having to plan a

funeral for their baby, the expansion of support services, such as grief counseling, for families who have

experienced a st¡llbirth or SUID loss is equally important'
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Once again, we strongly support the passage of H.R. 669 on its merits and as a tr¡bute to the career of
the late Senator Frank Lautenberg. We look forward to working with your office to move this legislation

forward. Thank you for your continued leadership ¡n protecting our children.

Sincerely,

SAFE
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savir
Society;lâr Advancenrcnt o;f
Violence and Injury Research

Society for Advancement of Violence and Iniury Research
3416 Primm Lane * Birmingham, AL3521.6 * 205/823-6106 * savir@primemanagement.net

Friday, September 20, 20\3

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.
237 Carnon Building
Washington, DC 20515 -3006

Dear Rep. Pallone,

Please accept this letter as a formal endorsement from the Society for Adaøncement of Violence ønd

lnjury Researchof the Sudden Unexpected Death Data Enhancement and Awareness Act S3L4/HR669.

We applaud your vision to craft this bill. The Sudden Unexpected Death Data Enhancement and

Awareness Act will improve the collection of critical data to determine the causes of Stillbirth,
Sudden Unexpected Infant Death (SUID) and Sudden Unexplained Death in Childhood (SUDC);

increase education and awareness about how to prevent these tragedies in the future; and expand
support services for families who have experienced a loss.

Regards,

Robert Ranieri
Executive Director
Society for Advancement of Violence and Injury Research

3416 Primm Lane
Birmingham, Alabam a 35216

P: +001-205-823-6106

F: +001-205-823-2760

savir@primemana gement. net
http: / / www.savirweb.org

S^Vilì. * 3416 Primm Lane * Birmingham, AL352I6 * 205/823-6706 * savir@primemanagement.net



Wç!*lisl:Kids

October 14,2013

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.
United States House of Representatives
237 Cannon Building
Washington, DC 205 I 5-3006

Dear Representative Pallone:

Please accept this letter as a formal endorsement from Charlie's Kids Foundation of the Sudden

Unexpected Death Data Enhancement and Awareness Act 53l4/HR669.

We applaud your your vision to craft this bill. The Sudden Unexpected Death Data Enhancement

and Awareness Act will improve the collection of critical datato determine the causes of
Stillbirth, Sudden Unexpected Infant Death (SUID) and Sudden Unexplained Death in

Childhood (SUDC); increase education and awareness about how to prevent these tragedies in

the future; and expand support services for families who have experienced a loss.

Sincerely,

Dr. Samuel Hanke
President, Charlie's Kids Foundation
sam.hanke@charl ieskids.org

Betsy McCormack,
Secretary, Charlie's Kids Foundation
bmccormaØnvcap.rr.com

www.charlieskids.org
www.twitter.com/Charl ies-K id s

www.facebook. com/charl ieskidsfoundation

A lÍttle more info about Charlie..
Charlie Paul Hanke was born April 6 2010, to Sam and Maura Hanke. He was a healthy, beautiful baby boy! He

brought incredibte joy and happíness to his parents and n all ofthose he met. 0n the mornÍng ofApril 28, 2010,

Chailie dÍed from SIDS. He was just three weel<s old. Chørlie's liþ wqs too short, but hís Ímpact has been huge. He

ís changing the lives and hearts of the people who hear his story. Through CharlÍe's Kids, our hope is that he wíll
continue to make a dífþrence and will be forever remembered. Charlie's Kids ¡s a pending 501(c)(3)

organization,

PO 8q 15?1
Je'l ersonvllle, lN 47131-1571

ww.charlleskldsorg



70 EÂSTSHERWOOD DRIVE sT. LOUIS, MO 631t4-57t7 T314-428-840A SEMBI
Society of Medicolegal

Deaüh lnvestigators

November 14, ZA13

The Honorabte Frank Patlone, Jr.

237 Cannon Buitding

Washington, DC 2051 5-3006

Dear Rep. Pattone,

Ptease accept this letter as a format endorsement from the Society of Medicotegat

Death lnvestigators (SOMD|) of the Sudden Unexpected Death Data Enhancement and

Awareness Act 531 4/HR669.

We appreciate your vÍsion to craft this bitt, The Sudden Unexpected Death Data

Enhancement and Awareness Act witt improve the cotlection of critical data to

determine the causes of Stittbirth, Sudden Unexpected lnfant Death (SUID) and

Sudden Unexptained Death in Chitdhood (SUDC); increase education and awareness

about how to prevent these tragedies in the future; and expand support services for

famities who have experienced a toss.

ò'*üecr'"-
Julie Howe
President

www.somdi.org
FED. ID 27-39568s9


