


Attachment — Additional Questions for the Record 
 

 

The Honorable Marsha Blackburn 
 

1. At the hearing, the claim was made that without fetal tissue, Zika virus research could not 

go forward.  Only days later, the Washington Post
1
 cited a Cell Stem Cell research project 

in which induced pluripotent stem cells were engineered to study the characteristics of 

the virus’s infectious potential in developing neural tissue.  Since the breakthrough study 

produced vital information, why the insistence that fetal tissue is required to develop a 

vaccine or to study the infection’s progress? 

 

2. You testified that “it does exist and it is more ethical” in response to a question about the 

existence of alternative sources of tissue to form fetal cell lines, “such as spontaneous 

miscarriages.”   

 

Please expand your testimony to include other alternative sources of tissue that you are 

aware of which may be used to form fetal cell lines and that you believe to be ethical.  

  

3. Why is it necessary to have different ethical guidelines governing consent to donate fetal 

tissue for minors as opposed to adults?  Further, how might a minor be unduly influenced 

to donate fetal tissue if presented with a consent form such as Exhibit A-3? 

 
 

                                                           
1
 See https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/evidence-of-zikas-risk-to-pregnant-women-

continues-to-grow/2016/03/05/6c8e6152-e2aa-11e5-8c00-8aa03741dced_story.html. 

 


