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July 31, 2026 
 

 
Mr. Tom Falcone 
President 
Large Public Power Council 
2000 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20006 
 
Dear Mr. Falcone: 
 
 Thank you for appearing before the Subcommittee on Energy on Wednesday, April 29, 
2026, to testify at the hearing entitled “AI and the Grid: Meeting Growing Power Demand While 
Protecting Ratepayers.”   
 
 Pursuant to the Rules of the Committee on Energy and Commerce, the hearing record 
remains open for ten business days to permit Members to submit additional questions for the 
record, which are attached.  The format of your responses to these questions should be as 
follows: (1) the name of the Member whose question you are addressing, (2) the complete text of 
the question you are addressing in bold, and (3) your answer to that question in plain text.  
 
 To facilitate the printing of the hearing record, please respond to these questions with a 
transmittal letter by the close of business on Friday, August 14, 2026. Your responses should be 
mailed to Seth Ricketts Legislative Clerk, Committee on Energy and Commerce, 2125 Rayburn 
House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515 and e-mailed to Seth.Ricketts@mail.house.gov.   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Thank you again for your time and effort preparing and delivering testimony before the 
Subcommittee. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Robert E. Latta  
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Energy              

     
cc: Kathy Castor, Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Energy 
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Additional Questions for the Record 
 
The Honorable Bob Latta (R-OH) 
 

1. Transmission and distribution infrastructure development are a significant cost driver that 
ultimately impact household electric bills. 

 
a. Can you discuss how public power members of LPPC consider all kinds of 

transmission solutions and compare alternative approaches to reach the most cost-
effective and reliable outcome? 
 
 

The Honorable Brett Guthrie (R-KY) 
 

1. Would you briefly explain why it is necessary to plan both generation and transmission 
upgrades together to design an affordable system?   

 
2. Would expanding federal intervention into transmission siting and permitting create more 

costs for ratepayers? 
 
The Honorable Rick Allen (R-GA) 
 

1. As part of the transmission planning process, you have to consider the costs and benefits 
of using innovative technologies, such as advanced conductors and grid-enhancing 
technologies, that can meet a variety of different transmission needs. 

 
a. How do you consider the opportunities and tradeoffs of using these types of 

technologies and what role should Congress play to encourage their use? 
 
The Honorable Mariannette Miller-Meeks (R-GA) 
 

1. You warn that ‘best available’ technology presumptions could distort planning and 
discourage legitimate alternatives. Can you give a concrete example of how a public 
power utility might feel pressured to select an expensive advanced conductor that isn’t 
justified by local needs, just to avoid being deemed imprudent? 

 


