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Dear Mr. Huggins: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify before the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee 
on Energy during the February 5, 2025, hearing titled “Powering America’s Future: Unleashing 
American Energy.” I am pleased to provide the following responses to the additional questions 
for the record submitted by Members of the Subcommittee. 

The Honorable Robert E. Latta 
1. How important is strong U.S. nuclear industry infrastructure, including for fuels, for 
our international relationships? 

A strong U.S. nuclear industry, inclusive of a robust nuclear fuel supply chain, is foundational to 
maintaining and expanding our international relationships. As many allies seek to enhance their 
own energy security, U.S. leadership in nuclear technology and fuel cycle services offers a 
credible alternative to adversarial nations such as Russia and China. Strengthening our domestic 
capacity allows us to export not only fuel and technology but also regulatory frameworks and 
nonproliferation standards, reinforcing alliances and enabling geopolitical stability. Civil nuclear 
cooperation with friendly States also ensures a fifty-year horizon of cooperation given the length 
of time a nuclear facility can be run. Stated conversely, allowing Russia to China win 
commercial contracts also means a half-century of dependence on these regimes. 
 
I would also like to note the closure of the Paducah, Kentucky and Piketon, Ohio gaseous 
diffusion plants marked a low tide for American self-reliance and domestic production 
capabilities. New centrifuge enrichment facilities are badly needed to address current 
deficiencies.  

 
2. Your testimony underscores the importance of modernizing our infrastructure to 
ensure we reliably get energy to consumers. As the co-chair of the Grid Innovation 
Caucus, I am interested in grid enhancing technologies that improve the performance 
of the transmission system. An example is the use of advanced power conductors that 
can double capacity of the grid using the same right of way. Please comment on this 
approach and how it helps ensure we get the most out of the current grid by deploying 
modern technology? 
 

Advanced power conductors, such as high-temperature, low-sag (HTLS) cables, offer a 
pragmatic and cost-effective solution to congestion and limited capacity on existing transmission 
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