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Dr. Edmund O. Schweitzer, Il was born in Evanston, lllinois, USA, in 1947. He received his bachelor's
and master's degrees in electrical engineering from Purdue University. He received his doctorate from
Washington State University upon completion of his dissertation on digital protective relaying.

After obtaining his bachelor’s degree in 1968, Dr. Schweitzer worked as an electrical engineer with the
National Security Agency in Fort Meade, MD for five years and Probe Systems, Inc. in Sunnyvale, CA
for two years. He continued his research in digital protective relaying while serving on the electrical
engineering faculties of Ohio University and Washington State University. The research covered both
theoretical and practical aspects and demonstrated the feasibility and practicality of digital techniques
for protecting electric power apparatus and systems. He also taught courses in electric power system
analysis, electrical energy conversion, power system protection, electronics, and communications
theory.

In 1982, Dr. Schweitzer founded Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories, Inc. in Pullman, Washington to
develop and manufacture digital protective relays and related products and services. Today, SEL is an
employee-owned company, which serves the electric power industry worldwide and is certified to the
international quality standard ISO 9001. SEL equipment is in service in many countries, at voltages
from 5 kV through 500 kV, to protect and control transmission lines, power transformers, buses,
feeders, motors, capacitor banks, and other power apparatus.

Dr. Schweitzer is recognized as a pioneer in digital protection and holds the grade of Fellow of the
Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE), a title bestowed on less than one percent of
IEEE members. In 2002, he was elected a member of the National Academy of Engineering. He is the
recipient of the Graduate Alumni Achievement Award from Washington State University and the
Purdue University Outstanding Electrical and Computer Engineer Award. In September 2005, he was
awarded an honorary doctorate from the Universidad Auténoma de Nuevo Leon in Monterrey, Mexico
for his contribution to the development of electric power systems worldwide. In October 2012, he was
also awarded an honorary doctorate from the Universidad Auténoma de San Luis Potosi in San Luis
Potosi, Mexico. In May 2019, he was inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame.

Dr. Schweitzer has written dozens of technical papers in the areas of digital relay design, filtering for
protective relays, protective relay reliability and testing, fault locating on overhead lines, line
protection, induction motor protection, dynamics of overcurrent elements, protective relay sensitivity,
and synchrophasor applications for electric power system protection, control, and monitoring, among
other areas. He has also co-edited four SEL books.

Dr. Schweitzer holds over 100 patents pertaining to electric power system protection, control,
communications, monitoring, and metering.
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Employment

President and Chief Technology Officer, Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories,
Inc., Pullman, WA, 1983—Present.

Consultant to BBC/Brown-Boveri Electric Company, Allentown, PA, 1979-1985.
Associate Professor, Washington State University, Pullman, WA, 1982-1985.
Assistant Professor, Washington State University, Pullman, WA, 1979-1982.
Assistant Professor, Ohio University, Athens, OH, 1977-1979.

Electrical Engineer, Probe Systems, Inc., Sunnyvale, CA, 1973-1974.

Electrical Engineer, National Security Agency, Fort Meade, MD, 1968-1973.
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