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Harold Hamm 
Founder, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Continental Resources 
 

 
 
Harold Hamm is the Founder, Chairman, and Chief Executive Officer of Continental Resources. Growing 
up in rural Oklahoma, he was the last of 13 children born to sharecroppers. He went to work in the oil 
fields as a teenager and established Continental Resources in 1967 at the age of 21. Today, Continental 
Resources is a top-10 oil producer in the United States and is publicly traded on the New York Stock 
Exchange. 
 
Mr. Hamm serves as Chairman of the Domestic Energy Producers Alliance (DEPA), which aims to 
preserve the millions of jobs and billions of dollars in economic activity and tax revenues generated by 
onshore drilling and production activities within the U.S. Through DEPA, Mr. Hamm is widely recognized 
as the man who worked tirelessly to help lift America's 40-year-old ban on U.S. crude oil exports. As a 
voice for America’s oil and natural gas industry, he’s on a mission to change the world forever by moving 
our country from energy scarcity to abundance and achieving American energy independence.  
 
Mr. Hamm also serves on the board of the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation and America First 
Policies. His industry leadership includes serving as past Chairman and present board member of the 
Oklahoma Independent Petroleum Association, as a founding board member of the Oklahoma Energy 
Resources Board, and as past president of the National Stripper Well Association. In addition, Mr. Hamm 
served as Founder and Chairman of Save Domestic Oil, which successfully brought a trade case against 
four countries trying to put American oil and gas producers out of business. 
 
A national leader in promoting health, education and energy industry advocacy, Mr. Hamm has devoted 
much time and resources to championing a healthy and secure future for all Americans. With the goal of 
finding a cure for diabetes, he has donated more than $30 million to establish the world-renowned 
Harold Hamm Diabetes Center at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center. The Harold Hamm 
Diabetes Center is at the forefront of diabetes research – inspiring progress toward a cure, education of 
health care professionals and families, optimal care for those living with diabetes, and effective 
prevention strategies. To further spark the minds of the world’s brightest scientists, he established the 
Harold Hamm International Prize for Biomedical Research in Diabetes, a $250,000 biennial award 
celebrating the scientific achievements of an outstanding researcher, team of researchers, or research 
institution. 
 



In addition to eradicating diabetes, Mr. Hamm is dedicated to preparing the next generation of energy 
industry leaders. He helped establish the Harold Hamm School of Geology and Geological Engineering at 
the University of North Dakota. He has also funded numerous education initiatives across the nation, 
including college scholarships, classroom technology, and school capital campaigns.  
 
Platts Global Energy Awards honored Mr. Hamm with a Lifetime Achievement Award for his legacy of 
leadership, innovation and commitment to bringing America to energy independence. He has also been 
named one of TIME Magazine's “100 Most Influential People in the World” and was inducted into the 
Horatio Alger Association for his outstanding leadership and triumph over adversity to achieve success. 
Mr. Hamm joined Bill and Melinda Gates and Warren Buffet in signing The Giving Pledge, committing to 
give away the majority of his wealth during his lifetime.  
 
Mr. Hamm’s global perspective on the geopolitics of oil and gas, his commitment to U.S. energy 
independence and his legacy of U.S. job growth has led to numerous awards and recognitions, including 
the U.S. Steel Tubular Products “Chief Roughneck Award,” Oil and Gas Investor magazine's “Executive of 
the Year” for Continental’s leadership in the Bakken, SCOOP and STACK plays and his tireless efforts to 
lift the ban on U.S. crude oil exports, Western Energy Alliance's “Wildcatter of the Year” for his 
contributions to America’s energy security and the betterment of society, and the Platts Global Energy 
Awards “CEO of the Year” (while Continental Resources was also named “Energy Company of the Year.”) 
Mr. Hamm was also inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame and has been named the International 
Energy Policy Conference “Energy Advocate of the Year” and the Ernst & Young “Entrepreneur of the 
Year.” 
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