


 CHRISTOPHER WAYNE OLIVER 
 

EXPERIENCE ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR, NOAA FISHERIES, NOAA, DOC 
1315 East West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910 

JUNE 2017 - PRESENT 
 
Responsible for an integrated marine fisheries program with the mission of sustaining 
our nation’s fisheries and recovering and preserving our protected species while 
maximizing fishing opportunities. I oversee 3,100 federal employees and 1,100 
contractors with field offices across the country ranging from HI to MA and AK to FL. 
Science, regulatory and operational functions of the organization include programs 
working to support both sustainable fisheries and protected resources; such as habitat 
conservation and restoration, international affairs and seafood inspection, law 
enforcement, communications, policy, and management and budget.   
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
605 West 4th Avenue, Suite 306 Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2252 

SEPTEMBER 2000 – JUNE 2017 
 
Responsible for all facets of Council operations related to the administration and 
management of the Nation’s fisheries off Alaska, including overall administration of the 
Council, its staff, meetings, and representation of the Council at various high-level 
scientific and policy arenas at the state, national, and international levels.  Includes direct 
responsibility for: personnel and administration (supervise staff of biologists, 
economists, data specialists, and administrative support staff); budget preparation; grant 
submissions and reporting (current Council five-year budget is approximately $22 
million); contract monitoring; programmatic research planning; public liaison; and 
overall development of analyses in support thereof.  
 
Represent the Council in contact with other Federal and State agencies, the fishing 
industry, and public sector.  Monitor and implement compliance with all state and 
federal laws including Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
(MSFCMA), National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Regulatory Flexibility Act 
(RFA), Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA), Endangered Species Act (ESA), 
U.S./Canada Pacific Halibut Act, Pacific Salmon Treaty, Marine Mammal Protection 
Act (MMPA), and numerous relevant Executive Orders. Work closely with National 
Marine Fisheries Service and other State and Federal agencies in the development and 
implementation of fisheries management plans and regulations governing all Federal 
fisheries in the North Pacific region.   
 
 Attendant Experience in U.S. National Fisheries Management  
 

• Member of national Council Coordination Committee from 1996 to present, 
coordinating national fisheries policy among the eight regional fishery 
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management Councils and the National Marine Fisheries Service leadership. 
• Provided input on, and coordinated implementation of, both the 1996 and 2006 

reauthorizations of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 
• Organized and presided over the 2003 and 2005 Managing our Nation’s Fisheries 

national conferences (MONF1 and MONF2) held in Washington, D.C. 
• Congressional testimony before the U.S. House Natural Resources Committee, 

October 2005 on reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 
• Congressional testimony before the U.S. House Natural Resources Committee, 

May 2006 on reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 
• Congressional testimony before the U.S. House Natural Resources Committee, 

December 2011 on reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 
• Congressional testimony before the U.S. Senate Commerce Committee, February 

2014 on reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 
• Congressional testimony before the U.S. House Natural Resources Committee, 

September 2015 on the potential implications of pending Marine National 
Monument Designations. 

 
Attendant Experience in International Fisheries 
 

• Representative of the North Pacific Council and Party to the Western and Central 
Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC), 2009 to present. 

• Representative of the North Pacific Council and delegation member of the North 
Pacific Fisheries Commission (NPFC), 2010 to 2014. 

• Representative of the North Pacific Council and delegation member of the 
U.S./Russia Intergovernmental Consultative Committee (ICC), 2000 to present.  
Assisting in the development of attendant bilateral agreements on international 
boundary line; cooperative research; cooperative maritime and high-seas 
enforcement; reciprocal fishing; and, bilateral agreement on combating Illegal, 
Unreported, Unregulated (IUU) fishing. 

• Representative of the North Pacific Council and delegation member of the 
Annual Conference of the Parties to the Convention on the Conservation and 
Management of Pollock Resources in the Central Bering Sea (Donut Hole 
Convention), 2000 to present. 

• Primary North Pacific Council staff liaison to the International Pacific Halibut 
Commission (IPHC), 1992 to present. 

• Interim U.S. Commissioner appointment to the International Pacific Halibut 
Commission (IPHC), 2013 to 2014. 

• Co-Author and overall project lead for the North Pacific Council’s Arctic Fishery 
Management Plan. 

• In consultation to the U.S. Department of State, assisted in development of the 
Declaration Concerning the Prevention of Unregulated High Seas Fishing in the 
Central Arctic Ocean. 

 
Major Recognitions/Awards 
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• National Association of Environmental Professionals – National Environmental 
Excellence Award (to North Pacific Council and NMFS Alaska Region) for 
Steller sea lion protection measures, 2003. 

• Bob Mace Distinguished Service Award (to Chris Oliver) from the North Pacific 
Council, 2006. 

• NOAA General Counsel’s Award for Exceptional Performance (to Chris Oliver), 
2008 

• Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
National Marine Fisheries Service – Award (to North Pacific Council) for 
leadership in the establishment of annual catch limits (ACLs), 2012 

• American Fisheries Society, Conservation Achievement Award (to North Pacific 
Council), 2012 

• Alaska Ocean Leadership Award (to North Pacific Council) for Stewardship and 
Sustainability, 2012 

• Shining World Leadership Award (to Chris Oliver) for leadership in the 
development of the 2009 Arctic Fishery Management Plan for U.S. waters. 

 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL  
605 West 4th Avenue, Suite 306 Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2252 

SEPTEMBER 1992 TO SEPTEMBER 2000   
Responsible to the Council and its Executive Director for all facets of Council 
operations in management of the Nation fisheries off Alaska.  Includes assistance to the 
Executive Director in all duties outlined above. Includes direct supervision of all 
Council staff. Project Coordinator in development of the following major fishery 
management programs including: 

⋅ Preparation of Environmental Impact Statements/Regulatory Impact 
Reviews/Regulatory Flexibility Act analyses to support fishery management 
plans, plan amendments, and regulatory amendments 

⋅ Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) program for halibut and sablefish fisheries  
⋅ North Pacific Domestic Groundfish Observer Program and Electronic 

Monitoring Implementation.  
⋅ License Limitation Program for Groundfish and Crab Fisheries off Alaska  
⋅ Bering Sea Inshore/Offshore (processor) Pollock Allocations  
⋅ Bering Sea Pacific Cod Allocations by Gear Type  
⋅ Improved Retention and Utilization Requirements for cod/pollock fisheries  
⋅ North Pacific Fisheries Research Plan  
⋅ Management plan for North Pacific halibut guided sport fishery  
⋅ Implementation of American Fisheries Act (pollock fishery cooperatives) 
⋅ Development of Steller Sea Lion Protection Measures 
⋅ Development and implementation of catch share programs and fishery 

cooperatives for the Amendment 80 fleet 
⋅ Habitat protections measures covering over 600,000 square miles in the Bering 

Sea, Aleutian Islands, Gulf of Alaska, and Arctic Ocean 
⋅ Community Development Quota (CDQ) program covering 66 coastal 
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communities 
⋅ Salmon and halibut bycatch reduction measures 
⋅ Seabird protection measures 
⋅ Stakeholder outreach, public communication efforts, and media interface 

 
GULF OF ALASKA FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN COORDINATOR, NORTH 
PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
605 West 4th Avenue, Suite 306 Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2252 

AUGUST 1990 TO SEPTEMBER 1992 
Primary responsibilities were coordinating development of the Fishery Management 
Plan (FMP) for the Gulf of Alaska including analyses of proposed amendments to the 
Plan and preparation of Environmental Impact Statements/Regulatory Impact Reviews 
and related documents that assess environmental, economic, and social impacts of 
regulatory actions, and compliance Magnuson-Stevens Act, the National Standards, and 
other federal and state laws. Required close coordination with various state and federal 
agencies and personnel as well as interfacing with fishing industry participants, other 
public user groups, and media on a routine basis.  Prepared analyses and presentations 
for public hearings and Council decision meetings.  Served on, or provided staff support 
to various North Pacific Council committees including:  Gulf of Alaska Groundfish Plan 
Team (review and coordination of annual stock assessments for all groundfish species); 
Salmon Management Plan Team; Halibut Management Plan Team; IFQ Implementation 
Team; Observer Oversight Committee, Legislative Committee, Executive/Finance 
Committee  
 
RESEARCH ASSOCIATE, DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS, 
TEXAS AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
400 Bizell Street, College Station, Texas 77843 

 JANUARY 1989 TO AUGUST 1990 
Conducted research on Gulf of Mexico commercial and recreational fisheries.  Primary 
research projects were (1) evaluation of economic impact of turtle excluder devices 
(TEDs) on commercial shrimp fishery, and (2) evaluation of various fishery 
management measures (such as the Texas Closure) to increase economic returns from 
the shrimp fisheries.  Major duties included:  

⋅ Coordination with various state and federal agencies and industry associations 
to accomplish project objectives 

⋅ Writing and preparation of all interim and final reports 
⋅ Presentation of project results to agencies and scientific conferences 
⋅ Parameterization of biological and economic components and refinement and  
⋅ application of computer simulation model for Gulf shrimp fisheries (General  
⋅ Bioeconomic Fishery Simulation Model developed in SAS code) 
⋅ Use of statistical methods in data analysis 

 
GRADUATE RESEARCH ASSISTANT, TEXAS AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION 
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SERVICE, TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY.  
400 BIZELL STREET, COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77843  
 
JANUARY 1988 TO DECEMBER 1988 
Developed graduate thesis from two research projects:   
(1) Control of Piscivorous Bird Depredation at Aquaculture Production Sites 
(2) Feasibility of Food-Sized Red Drum from Head Started Fingerlings  
Also generated project reports for public and industry distribution.  
 
GRADUATE ASSISTANT, TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY RED DRUM HATCHERY 
SEPTEMBER 1987 TO JANUARY 1988 
Assisted hatchery foreman in all phases of operation including:  collection of  
brood stock; set up and maintenance of algeal and rotifer cultures; manipulation of 
spawning cycles; egg collection; water quality maintenance; and daily maintenance of 
facilities.  
 
WHOLESALE SEAFOOD PURCHASER, SELF-EMPLOYED 
SEPTEMBER 1981 TO SEPTEMBER 1987 
Employed in seafood restaurant/hotel and seafood purchasing business for various 
companies; self-employed restaurant owner/operator from 1981 through 1983.  Involved 
in all aspects of retail and wholesale seafood industry and marketing.  

EDUCATION TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 
MASTER OF AGRICULTURE IN FISHERIES SCIENCE 
January 1987 to December 1988.  Grade point average 4.0/4.0.  Gamma Sigma Delta  
(Honor Society of Agriculture).  
 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 
BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
September 1977 to May 1981.  Minor in English.  Grade point average 3.1/4.0.  
 

PUBLICATIONS Griffin, Wade and C. Oliver - Economic Impact of turtle excluder devices (TEDs) on the  
Shrimp Industry in the Gulf of Mexico;  Final Report, MARFIN_project NA-87-06139. 

Griffin Wade D. Tolman, and C. Oliver; Economic Impact of TEDs on the Shrimp 
Production Sector, Journal of Society and Natural Resources,Volume 6, 1993.  

Thacker, S. G., C. Oliver, and T. Linton – The Relationship between Lunar Phases and 
Catch of pre-Molt Blue Crab, Technical Report – Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Science, Texas A&M University, 1989 

C. Oliver, H. Hendrickson, Matlock C. Bryan R. Riechers  and J. Clark - An Economic 
Analysis of Texas Shrimp Season Closures, Marine Fisheries Review 54(3), 1993.  
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C. Oliver, B. McCarl, G. Matlock, R. Bryan, and R. Reichers  and J. Clark - Shrimp 
Fisheries Management to Increase Economic Returns  Final Report MARFIN _project 
NA-88- H-MF199,1992.  

Oliver Chris, The Evolution of Sablefish (Anoplopoma fimbria) Fisheries Management  
off Alaska - Open Access to IFQs. Proceedings of the International Sablefish 
Symposium, Seattle Washington 1995.  

Pautzke  Clarence and C. Oliver - Development of the IFQ Program for Sablefish and 
Halibut Longline Fisheries off Alaska.  Report to the National Academy of Science,  
National Research Council’s Committee to Review IFQ Programs  

Oliver, Chris -  Implementation of the American Fisheries Act - Contributed paper and  
presentation to the 1999 International Fisheries Law Symposium, University of 
Washington School of Law 

Oliver, Chris -  Implementation of the American Fisheries Act, Part 2- Contributed paper 
and presentation to the 2001 International Fisheries Law Symposium, University of 
Washington School of Law 

Lead author or coauthor on numerous Environmental Impact Statements supporting 
Council management initiatives, 1990 to present. 

Numerous presentations of North Pacific Fishery Management Council issues and 
process to local, State, National, and International conferences and symposiums, 1990 to 
present. 
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