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Darwin Baas 
 
As the Director of Public Works in Kent County, Mr. Baas’ focus is the emerging circular 
economy - providing leadership and visioning to deliver waste diversion, energy recovery, and 
sustainable materials management strategies through an integrated solid waste management 
system for business and residents.  
 
Darwin (Dar) brings 25 years of environmental management experience in the public and 
private sectors with experience in emergency response, hazardous waste transportation, 
environmental contracting, industrial cleaning, landfill, transfer station, material recovery 
facility and waste-to-energy operations. His work is centered in West Michigan and he is 
involved in energy and waste policy at the local, state and national level and currently serves as 
a member of the board of directors for the Energy Recovery Council and West Michigan 
Sustainable Business Forum. 
 
Mr. Baas holds a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Grand Valley State University, 
in Grand Rapids Michigan, and a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from Davenport 
University, also in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  He is a lifelong resident of West Michigan and 
presently resides in Kent, County, Michigan.  
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