


David M. Gipson, PEM 
 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: CURRENT POSITION 
Director, Energy Resources Division 
Georgia Environmental Finance Authority 
February 2008 – Present 
 

• Lead statewide planning and program implementation for energy efficiency, fuel storage tanks, energy 
emergencies, policy planning and renewable energy programs.  

• Direct a staff and expenditures of up to $240 million.  

• Develop and implement guaranteed energy saving performance contracting program to finance $80 million 
in energy projects to save energy in state-owned facilities using third-party financing. 

• Direct the Fuel Storage Tank program, providing training to ensure regulatory compliance and overseeing 
construction, repairs and remediation at all state-owned fuel tank locations. 

• Build and maintain public and private sector relationships with key state, regional and national partners in 
energy supply, efficiency, renewables, policy and education. National organizations include U.S. DOE, EPA 
and National Association of State Energy Officials (board member and energy security committee chair). 

• Assess, reorganize and add staff positions to optimize results from staff of 16 at the peak of activity.   

• Create standard operating procedures and employee professional development and career ladder. 

• Implement cross-cutting initiatives with other divisions at GEFA focused on water infrastructure. 

• Develop policy documents such as the State Energy Strategy Update and serve as the state spokesperson 
on energy programs.  

• Lead an emergency management team during energy emergencies, carrying out Emergency Support 
Function 12 (Energy) at the Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency.  
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: PREVIOUS POSITION 
Assistant Director     
P2AD / Sustainability Division, Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
July 1998 – February 2008 

 

• Started as a Pollution Prevention Specialist. Attended GSU classes at night to obtain master’s degree. 
Became Assistant Director, reorganizing administrative functions and Technical Assistance Program, 
focused on providing technical assistance on commercial, industrial and institutional water and energy 
efficiency, solid waste reduction, reuse and recycling, toxic/hazardous waste reduction, air emissions 
reduction, raw material substitution, product stewardship, environmentally preferable purchasing, 
sustainable business practices, and environmental management systems. 

• Directed the Partnership for a Sustainable Georgia program, an environmental sustainability leadership, 
messaging and branding program for rewarding and mentoring businesses. 

• Analyzed and implemented improvements to organizational structure, performance management plans, 
budget, reporting, measures and communications. 

• Led fourteen total employees with direct supervision over three managers. 

• Managed the division’s contractual agreements with universities, local and federal government, and private 
contractors. 

• Maintained strategic relationships and secured funds for programs. 

• Led public outreach and communications efforts for solid waste, water and sustainability initiatives. 
 

 
 



PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:  PREVIOUS POSITION  
Hazardous Waste / Business Manager  
West Central Indiana Solid Waste Management District  
November 1995 – July 1998 
 

• Trained and managed a staff of Technicians to collect and package hazardous waste.  

• Conducted commercial, industrial, and institutional solid waste assessments and waste reduction plans.  
 
Previous position involved wastewater and well permitting and local government regulatory enforcement in Indiana. 
  

EDUCATION: GRADUATE PROGRAM 
Master of Public Administration, Natural Resources Management Track:  August 2006 

Additional Certificate: Graduate Certificate in Disaster Management:  March 2006 
Georgia State University Andrew Young School of Policy Studies: Atlanta, Georgia 
 
EDUCATION: UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM 
Bachelor of Science:  July 1994 

Major:  Environmental Management / Protection 
Minor:  Energy Resources Management 

Ball State University: Muncie, Indiana 
 
NATIONAL BOARDS 

• National Association of State Energy Officials Board Member 
o Energy Security Committee Co-Chair 
o Southeast Regional Representative 

• Mitigation Framework Leadership Group. Chosen by U.S. DOE to represent local energy interests. 

• Served two prior terms on the State Energy Advisory Board. Advises U.S. DOE Secretary. 
 
CERTIFICATIONS 

• Professional Energy Manager (PEM) 

• Prior: Project Management Professional (PMP) 

• Prior: Certified Hazardous Materials Manager (CHMM) 
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