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Lynn Helms grew up on a cattle ranch in Harding County South Dakota where he learned
to appreciate prairie ecology, wildlife conservation, and agricultural stewardship. Lynn
earned his Bachelor of Science Degree in Engineering from South Dakota School of Mines
and Technology. His work in the oil industry began as a roughneck working holidays and
summers during college, but eventually the industry provided opportunities for him to
work on projects all over the world. Most recently, Lynn has served as Director of the
North Dakota Industrial Commission Oil & Gas Division since July 1998 then Director of
the Department of Mineral Resources since it was formed in July 2005. He is an active
member of Mandan Dacotah Lions, Dakota Christian Camp, and Bismarck Church of
Christ working on service projects and teaching classes for all ages, including
preschoolers. When he’s not working or volunteering Lynn enjoys spending time with his
wife, children, grand-children, and horses.





