


Additional Questions for the Record 

 

 

The Honorable Ed Whitfield  

 

1. Your testimony notes that a number of existing power plants may enter the decommissioning 

process in the near future. First, is the existing decommissioning process safe and does it 

protect public health and environment?  

 

A. How would a revised decommissioning process increase efficiency?  

 

2. Your testimony raises the point that corporate support costs result in additional costs to 

licensees and, in turn, ratepayers. What are some options to reduce this financial burden 

without just shifting the costs to the American taxpayers? 

 

3. Your testimony notes the trend in length of time for NRC to review and act upon license 

applications.  How does that increased time impact the applicant and what are the economic 

ramifications of this trend? 

 

The Honorable Michael Doyle  

 

1. Mr. Fertel, Congress limited the portion of the NRC’s FY 2016 budget allocated to corporate 

support (which constitutes the bulk of NRC’s mission support costs) to roughly one-third (34 

percent) of the agency’s total budget.  Is it your position that this level is still too high and 

that Congress should take further action to bring the NRC’s overhead costs in line with other 

federal agencies?   

 

2. The COO of your organization recently testified before EPW in the Senate and explained that 

NRC review fees for operator reactor license renewals have increased annually at a rate of 

almost 17% since 2000. Could you explain the impact this has on nuclear facilities? 

 

A. Do you think this draft legislation could help address those issues?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


