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The Honorable Jeffrey S. Merrifield (NRC Commissioner 1998-2007) 
Partner, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman, LLP 

Chairman, U.S. Nuclear Infrastructure Council – Advanced Reactors Task Force 
 
 
Jeffrey Merrifield is a partner in the Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP’s energy practice.  
Mr. Merrifield was appointed by President Clinton and reappointed by President Bush to serve 
on the five-member, Senate-confirmed, independent United States Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission. During his tenure, which was from October 1998 to June 2002 and from August 
2002 to June 2007, the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission had a staff of 3,250 
employees with a budget of $900 million and set all policies and rules that govern the safe and 
secure use of nuclear materials at the 104 U.S. nuclear power plants operating at that time. 
 
Prior to joining Pillsbury, Mr. Merrifield served as President of The Merrifield Group, LLC where 
he provided energy and environmental consulting, advocacy and strategic advice for 
companies, organizations and individuals. Specific areas of focus included management, energy 
market analysis, nuclear, fossil and alternative energy policy and deployment, radioactive and 
hazardous waste disposal strategies, safety and regulatory assessment and analysis, as well as 
public and government engagement. 
 
Before working with the Merrifield Group, Mr. Merrifield was the Senior Vice President of 
Global Business Development with CB&I’s Power Business Unit. While there, he led a team of 
twenty-five sales and proposal staff to develop and win over $1.5 billion in annual sales, 
including the first competitive, EPC combined cycle gas unit in over six years. 
 
Prior to that, he was Senior Vice President for The Shaw Group, Inc.’s Power Group. As a 
member of the Power Group's executive team, he was responsible for overseeing the group's 
external relationships including nuclear business development, customer relations, strategic 
planning, marketing and communications, as well as government and regulatory affairs. 
 
Mr. Merrifield also served on the Board of Directors for the U.S. Ecology Corporation, which is 
one of the largest U.S. operators of both hazardous and low-level radioactive waste disposal 
facilities. He served as the Lead Director and Chairman of the Governance Committee, and was 
a member of the Compensation and Audit Committees. 
 
Currently, Mr. Merrifield serves as the Chairman of the U.S. Nuclear Infrastructure Council’s 
Advanced Reactors Task Force.  Composed of more than 70 companies, the Council is the 
leading business consortium advocate for new nuclear energy and the promotion of the 
American supply chain globally. 
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