


Additional Questions for the Record 
 

 

The Honorable Lois Capps  

 

1. Administrator Dominguez, please elaborate on the various mechanisms that PHMSA 

currently has to mandate increased frequency (e.g., more frequent than once per five year in a 

high consequence area) of inspections for individual pipelines?  

 

A. Are there specific triggers, such as a history of increasing anomalies that automatically 

result in increased inspection frequencies?  

 

B. How many times has PHMSA required increased inspection frequency in the last ten 

years and can you please provide several examples?  

 

2. Please provide examples of the type of incidents that would warrant issuing an Emergency 

Order if PHMSA were granted this authority. For example, could the understanding that 

insulated pipes are more prone to corrosion be addressed using an Emergency Order? 

 

3. Are operators required to provide interim confirmation that spill response plans are up to date 

between required update intervals? 

 

4. Can you tell me both the number of pipelines and the total mileage of pipelines in coastal 

areas? 

 

A. Are any of these coastal pipelines not in designated high consequence areas? 

 

5. Can you please elaborate on what records are available in the public database and on how the 

public can gain access to these documents? 

 

A. Are In-Line Inspection reports available in the PHMSA Public Database, including 

anomaly reports, corrective action requirements, and confirmation that anomalies are 

addressed?  

 

B. Are any additional steps taken to ensure the information is easily accessible and 

understandable such as a summary? 

 

C. Can you provide statistics on the use of this database or a sense of the ease of accessing 

this repository? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


