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Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
 
Scott Sheffield, a distinguished graduate of The University of Texas with a BS in Petroleum 
Engineering, is Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Pioneer Natural Resources. 
 
The son of an ARCO international executive, Scott Sheffield attended high school in Tehran, 
Iran. After graduating from the University of Texas in 1975, he began his career as a 
reservoir engineer with Amoco Production Company. 
  
In 1979, Scott became the fifth employee of Parker & Parsley Petroleum Company in 
Midland, Texas, where he was the sole staff engineer.  By 1985 he was CEO of Parker & 
Parsley and became Chairman in 1991. 
  
Under Scott's leadership, Parker & Parsley merged with MESA, Inc. in 1997 to form Pioneer 
Natural Resources Company.  Scott has held the position of Chief Executive Officer since the 
merger and assumed the position of Chairman of the Board in August 1999. 
  
Today, Pioneer is a large independent E&P company with 845 million BOE proved reserves, 
an enterprise value of $34 billion and approximately 4,000 employees.  Pioneer is considered 
a leader in developing liquids-rich shale plays and was ranked as the third most active 
operator in the United States.   
 
During his career, Scott has lead successful international ventures in Argentina, Australia, 
Canada, South Africa and Tunisia; and Pioneer has been a leading explorer in the Deepwater 
Gulf of Mexico.  All of these ventures have been divested in order to focus the Company on 
domestic liquids-rich plays.   
 
Under Scott’s leadership, Pioneer has entered into two large joint ventures totaling 
approximately $3 billion; one with Reliance Industries in the Eagle Ford Shale in South Texas 
and with Sinochem Petroleum in the Permian Basin in West Texas.  
 
For the past five years Pioneer has been named as the leading energy company in the Top 
100 Places to Work in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, and the Company is ranked in the Top 10 
Places to Work in America.  
 
Scott serves on various industry-related and education-oriented boards, including the 
National Petroleum Council, Santos Ltd., and the Maguire Energy Institute of the SMU Cox 
School of Business.  The Permian Basin Petroleum Association recently honored Scott as the 
recipient of its prestigious Top Hand award which recognizes individuals who have 
demonstrated exceptional leadership within the oil and gas industry and the Permian Basin 
community.  He is also a 2013 inductee into the Permian Basin Petroleum Museum Hall of 
Fame, memorializing those whose achievements and outstanding contributions to the 
industry helped build the Permian Basin.  Scott has received the ADL’s Henry Cohn 
Humanitarian Award in Dallas and the National Multiple Sclerosis Society’s Hope Award in 
Midland. 
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