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Dr. Charles K. Ebinger is a Senior Fellow with the Energy Security Initiative in the
Foreign Policy Program at Brookings. He served as the Initiative’s director from 2008 to
2014. Previously, Dr. Ebinger was a Senior Advisor at the International Resources Group
where he advised over 50 governments on various aspects of their energy policies. Dr.
Ebinger has special expertise in South Asia, the Middle East, and Africa and has also
worked in the Far East, Southeast Asia, Eastern Europe, Central Asia, and Latin America.
Dr. Ebinger is also one of the Nuclear Energy Institute’s "Nuclear Energy Experts."

He has 30 years experience advising the highest levels of governments on a variety of
development projects addressing the restructuring of electricity, natural gas and
petroleum state-owned companies; the creation of regulatory regimes; energy pricing
reforms; and institutional strengthening of energy ministries and state-owned utilities. Dr.
Ebinger has also been involved in most of the domestic energy and environmental policy
debates since 1975, having testified before Congress and other federal and state
administrative agencies. In 1975, as a Foreign Affairs Officer in the Federal Energy
Administration, Dr. Ebinger helped establish the International Energy Agency and its oil-
sharing mechanism.

From 1976 to 1979, Dr. Ebinger served as Vice President of Conant and Associates, an
international oil, gas, and electricity political risk consulting company. In 1979, he
became the Founding Director of the Center for Strategic International Studies’ (CSIS)
Energy and Strategic Resources Program and served as Director until 1987. From 1987-
1988, he was a Senior Consultant at Putnam, Hayes & Bartlett, specializing on the
restructuring of U.S. and Great Britain’s electricity and natural gas markets. From 1988-
1999, he served as Executive Vice President at the International Resources Group,
advising governments on restructuring their state-owned energy sectors and setting up
regulatory regimes.

In 1999, he joined Stone & Webster Management Consultants as the Director of the
International Energy Practice where he was deeply involved in projects in Venezuela,
Indonesia, the Gambia, and Nigeria. From 2000-2004 he held several positions at Nexant
(a subsidiary of Bechtel Corporation), including Vice President and Director of
International Utility Services; Senior Vice President for Middle East, Central Asia, and
Africa; and Senior Vice President for Global Privatization/Restructuring/Regulation.
During this time, Dr. Ebinger’s major engagements were in Saudi Arabia, Azerbaijan,
Armenia, Jordan, Nigeria, Egypt, Pakistan, Nepal, and India. Before joining Brookings in
June 2008, Dr. Ebinger returned to IRG to lead projects helping to strengthen and
restructure the Afghan and Liberian energy sectors. Dr. Ebinger has served on two
presidential commissions on energy policy. He is the author of five books and scores of
articles on a host of international energy issues. He has just completed work on Energy
Security in South Asia: Cooperation or Conflict?, analyzing energy security in South
Asia, which was released in September 2011. He has also completed work on an edited
volume, Business and Nonproliferation: Industry’s Role in Securing a Nuclear



Renaissance, which was released in October 2011. He serves on the North American
board of India’s The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) and has served on the boards
of oil and gas companies and several non-profit groups including the Chemical and
Biological Arms Control Institute where he was Chairman. He received his B.A. from
Williams College and his Masters and Ph.D. degrees from the Fletcher School of
International Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University.





