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CURRENT POSITION 

 

Center for Global Development, Washington DC, 

Chief Operating Officer, November 2013-present 

Vice President for Programs, September 2009-present 

 Senior manager at independent think tank (60 staff, $12m annual budget) dedicated to reducing global poverty 

through policy-oriented research and engagement with policymakers 

 Institutional responsibility for relations with government, corporate, foundation, and individual supporters of the 

Center, including the CGD Partners Council 

 Successfully led, negotiated, and manage CGD’s partnerships with, among others, the Hewlett Foundation, Gates 

Foundation, Omidyar Network, GoodVentures, DfID, Norwegian Foreign Ministry, Swedish Foreign Ministry, 

AusAID, CIDA, Danish Foreign Ministry, Coca-Cola, McKinsey, Chevron, Goldman Sachs, Nestle 

 Oversee all fundraising ($12-15 million per year) and the Center’s institutional advancement team 

 Manage the nominating committee to identify and recruit new board members 

 Supervise all CGD Programs (e.g., Rethinking U.S. Foreign Assistance, Global Health Policy, India, Europe) 

 Led on $18.5 million purchase and construction of new Center headquarters and conference facility in 2013 

 Acting President, August-December 2012, while Nancy Birdsall on sabbatical 

 Board Secretary, April 2013- present 

 

Senior Fellow, July 2003-present (on leave May 2007-Oct 2008) 

 Research/writing on economic and financial issues with developing countries, with focus on the private sector, 

international financial institutions, aid and debt, energy policy, and U.S.-Africa relations 

 Director of the Emerging Africa Project, a portfolio of research and policy innovations on the future of business in 

Africa, including investment climate reforms and public policy levers to promote private capital flows 

 Lead special initiatives on cash transfers in oil-rich countries (“Oil-to-Cash”), World Bank/IDA replenishments, 

African Development Bank, Nigerian debt, and Zimbabwe reconstruction 

 Working Groups on the Future of IDA (co-chair, with Jean-Michel Severino, 2011-12), Advancing Africa’s Private 

Sector (co-chair, 2009-10), Preventing Odious Debt (member, 2009-10), IDA-15 (project director, 2006-07), African 

Development Bank (project director, 2006), U.S. Zimbabwe Policy, (project director, 2004-06) 

 Frequent public speaking for policy, corporate, philanthropic, and academic audiences 

 Active blogger on www.cgdev.org and on Twitter with @toddjmoss  

 Traditional media include op-eds published in Financial Times, International Herald Tribune, Mail & Guardian; 

Regular interviews on CNN, NPR, BBC, VOA, Al-Jazeera; Quoted in New York Times, Washington Post, Economist, 

The New Yorker, LA Times, Reuters, USA Today, Atlantic, Daily Beast.  

 

 
FREELANCE 

 

Adjunct Professor, Georgetown University, Georgetown Public Policy Institute, Washington DC, Sept 2006-present 

 “Policy Options for Development Finance” (PPOL829) 

 “Economic Development in Africa” (PPOL702) 

 

Consultant, since 1997 (except while serving in government) 

 Economic and political analysis, economic development, financial markets and policy reform 

 Diplomatic problem-solving 

 Recent examples include: 

 Senior Advisor, Eurasia Group, Washington DC, 2012-present 

 Advisory board member, Altree Capital Africa Fund, Bermuda, 2011-present 

mailto:moss9924@gmail.com
http://www.cgdev.org/
https://twitter.com/#!/toddjmoss
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 Consultant, Hapoalim Securities, New York, 2011. 

 Senior Advisor, Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP, Washington DC, 2009-11 

 Consultant, Emerging Capital Partners, Washington DC, 2010-11 

 Senior Advisor, Caravel Fund, New York, 2007-09 

 Author, Oxford Analytica, Oxford, 1997-2007 

 

Fiction Author, thriller series featuring State Department crisis manager Judd Ryker, 2009-present 

 The Golden Hour (Putnam/Penguin Random House, forthcoming 2014) about a coup in Mali 

 Minute Zero (Putnam/Penguin Random House, forthcoming 2015) about a fraudulent election in Zimbabwe 

 

 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

 

Deputy Assistant Secretary, U.S. Department of State, Bureau of African Affairs (AF), Washington DC, May 2007-

October 2008 

 Senior policymaker and diplomat 

 Economic policy staff (AF/EPS) portfolio, with responsibility for financial, development, and commercial issues, 

including initiatives such as AGOA, EITI, MCC, Safe Skies, and the Kimberley Process 

 West Africa (AF/W) portfolio, with responsibility for bilateral relationships with 16 countries (Benin, Burkina Faso, 

Cape Verde, Cote d’Ivoire, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, 

Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo) 

 Significant emphasis on developing and implementing U.S. policy toward Nigeria, recovery and development efforts 

in Liberia, Sahelian counter-terrorism cooperation and security policy 

 Interagency representative for State Department in variety of fora 

 Regular media and public speaking on U.S. policy toward Africa 

 

Consultant, World Bank, Office of the Chief Economist, Africa Region, Washington DC, May 2002-July 2003 

 Fixed 14-month contract to draft the Strategic Framework for IDA’s Assistance to Africa  

 Primary tasks:  evaluate IDA strategy; review aid effectiveness studies; assess changing international environment 

and evolving instruments; consult with donors, clients, internal and external advisors; recommend substantive and 

operational strategic focus for IDA; outline future framework for assistance and analytical work; lead writer 

 Board presentation July 2003; Published January 2004 

 

Lecturer, London School of Economics, Development Studies Institute, London, 2001/02 academic year 

 Taught post-graduate seminars on Development Theory and Policy (DV400) and African Development (DV418) 

 Advisor for 20+ M.Sc. students 

 Research on political economy of Africa, economic policy reform, international financial markets 

 

Economist/Editor, Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), London, May 1998-July 2000 

 Analysis and forecasting of political and economic trends on a range of sub-Saharan African countries 

 Country coverage included Zimbabwe, Uganda, Nigeria, Gabon, Ethiopia, Somalia, Malawi, Botswana, Namibia 

 Editor for EIU Country Reports, Analyst for EIU Risk Service, Author of Ghana Country Report 

 

Lecturer, University of London (SOAS), London, 1999/2000 (part-time, concurrent with EIU) 

 Development and Public Policy, weekly lecture for 70 students 

 

Assistant Director, US Policy Programs, Overseas Development Council (ODC), Washington DC, July 1995-April 1997 

 Member of think tank research team examining emerging global trends and US policy 

 Researched, wrote and edited articles for publication and beltway distribution on foreign policy issues 

 Specialized in Africa, international finance, and policy reform 

 

Project Officer, Heal the Wounds, Harare, Zimbabwe, June 1992-April 1993 

 Project assessment for local NGO working with victims of cross-border attacks in Manicaland 

 

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT), Cataldo Ambulance Service, Somerville, MA, part-time 1990-1992 

 Ambulance EMT and driver in high-stress urban environment 
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NONFICTION PUBLICATIONS 

 

Books 

Oil-to-Cash: Fighting the Resource Curse through Citizen Dividends, with Caroline Lambert and Stephanie 

Majerowicz, Center for Global Development, Washington DC, forthcoming 2014.  

The Governor’s Solution: Alaska’s Oil Dividend and Iraq’s Last Window, editor and author of introduction, Center for 

Global Development, Washington DC, 2012.  

African Development: Making Sense of the Issues and Actors, Lynne Rienner Publishers, Boulder, 2011 (2
nd

 edition), 

2007 (1
st
 edition).  *Award winner: “Outstanding Academic Title 2007,” Choice, Association of College and 

Research Libraries. 

African Emerging Markets: Contemporary Issues, Volume II, co-edited with Sam Mensah, African Capital Markets 

Forum, Accra, 2004. 

Adventure Capitalism: Globalization and the Political Economy of Stock Markets in Africa, Palgrave MacMillan 

Publishers, London/New York, 2003. 

 
Journals/Book Chapters 

“Energy Investments in Africa by the U.S., Europe and China,” with Giorgio Gualberti and Morgan Bazilian, IAEE 

Energy Forum, International Association for Energy Economics, forthcoming 2014.    

“Reflections on Africa’s Rocky Love-Hate Relationship with International Capital,” in John Harbeson (ed.) Africa in 

World Politics, Westview Press, 5
th

 edition, 2013.  

“Missing in Africa: How Obama Failed to Engage an Increasingly Important Continent,” Foreign Affairs, October 

2012.  

“Oil to Cash: Fighting the Resource Curse through Cash Transfers,” Yale Journal of International Affairs, Vol. 6, Issue, 

2, September 2011.  

“An Aid-Institutions Paradox? Aid dependency and state building in sub-Saharan Africa,” with Nicolas van de Walle 

and Gunilla Pettersson, in William Easterly (ed.) Reinventing Aid, MIT Press, Cambridge, 2008. 

 “The Ghost of 0.7 %: Origins and Relevance of the International Aid Target,” with Michael Clemens, International 

Journal of Development Issues, Vol. 6, No. 1, 2007. 

“Zimbabwe’s Meltdown:  Anatomy of a Peacetime Economic Collapse,” The Fletcher Forum of World Affairs, Vol. 31, 

No. 2, Summer 2007. 

“The Trouble with the MDGs: Confronting Expectations of Aid and Development Success,” with Michael Clemens and 

Charles Kenny, World Development, Vol. 35, No. 5, May 2007.  

“The G8’s Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative and Poverty Reduction in Sub-Saharan Africa,” African Affairs, Vol. 105, 

No. 419, April 2006. 

“After Mugabe: Post-conflict lessons for Zimbabwe,” Africa Policy Journal, Kennedy School of Government, Harvard 

University, Issue 1, April 2006.  

“Le Mythe des 0.7%: Origines et pertinence pour l’aide internationale,” with Michael Clemens, Afrique Contemporaine, 

Vol. 219, No. 3, 2006.  

“Compassionate Conservatives or Conservative Compassionates?  US political parties and bilateral foreign assistance to 

Africa,” with Markus Goldstein, Journal of Development Studies, Vol. 41, No. 7, October 2005. 

 “The Millennium Development Goals, Aid Targets, and the Costs of Over-Expectations,” with Michael Clemens and 

Charles Kenny, Sustainable Development Law and Policy, Washington College of Law, American University, 

Washington DC, Vol. VI, Issue I, Fall 2005.  

“Is Africa’s Skepticism of Foreign Capital Justified? Preliminary Evidence from Firm Survey Data in East Africa,” with 

Vijaya Ramachandran and Manju Kedia Shah, in Magnus Blomstrom, Edward Graham, and Theodore Moran 

(eds.), Does Foreign Direct Investment Promote Development? Institute of International Economics, 

Washington DC, April 2005. 
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 “Irrational Exuberance or Financial Foresight?  The Political Logic of Stock Markets in Africa,” in Sam Mensah and 

Todd Moss (eds.), African Emerging Markets: Contemporary Issues, Volume II, African Capital Markets 

Forum, Accra, 2004. 

 “Africa and the Growing Battle over Global Agriculture,” with Alicia Bannon, World Policy Journal, Summer 2004. 

 “Stock Markets in Africa: Emerging Lions or White Elephants?” with Charles Kenny, World Development, Vol. 26, 

No. 5, May 1998.  

 “Africa Policy Adrift,” with David Gordon, Mediterranean Quarterly, Vol. 7, No. 3, Summer 1996. 

 “US Policy and Democratisation in Africa: The Limits of Liberal Universalism,” The Journal of Modern African 

Studies,  Vol. 33, No. 2, June 1995. 

 

Working Papers 

“Balancing Energy Access and Global Climate Goals: The Case of the U.S. Overseas Private Investment Corporation,” 

with Morgan Bazilian, forthcoming 2014.  

“OPIC Unleashed: Strengthening US Tools to Promote Private-Sector Development Overseas,” with Benjamin Leo and 

Beth Schwanke, Rethinking U.S. Foreign Assistance Paper, Center for Global Development, Washington DC, 

August 2013. 

“Oil-to-Cash Won't Work Here! Ten Common Objections,” with Stephanie Majerowicz, Policy Paper 24, Center for 

Global Development, Washington DC, June 2013. 

“Nowhere Left to Hide? Stock Market Correlation, Regional Diversification, and the Case for Investing in Africa,” with 

Ross Thuotte, Working Paper 316, Center for Global Development, Washington DC, March 2013. 

 “No Longer Poor: Ghana’s New Income Status and Implications of Graduation from IDA, with Stephanie Majerowicz, 

Working Paper 300, Center for Global Development, Washington DC, July 2012. 

 “IDA at 65: Heading Toward Retirement or a Fragile Lease on Life?” with Benjamin Leo, Working Paper 246, Center 

for Global Development, Washington DC, March 2011. 

“Oil to Cash: Fighting the Resource Curse through Cash Transfers,” Working Paper 237, Center for Global 

Development, Washington DC, January 2011. 

“Moving Mugabe’s Mountain:  Zimbabwe’s strategy for arrears clearance and path to debt relief,” with Benjamin Leo, 

Working Paper 190, Center for Global Development, Washington DC, November 2009. 

“Saving Ghana from Its Oil: The case for direct cash distribution,” with Lauren Young, Working Paper 186, Center for 

Global Development, Washington DC, October 2009. 

“Why Doesn’t Africa Get More Equity Investment? Frontier Markets, Firm Size, and Asset Allocations of Global 

Emerging Market Funds,” with Vijaya Ramachandran and Scott Standley, presented at AERC research 

conference in Nairobi, December 2006; also issued as World Bank working paper and CGD working paper in 

February 2007.  

“Aversion to Targetry: Why Washington has never embraced the MDGs and the 0.7% aid target,” with Michael 

Clemens, working paper presented at WIDER Conference on Aid Principles, Policies and Performance, 

Helsinki, June 2006.  

“Will Debt Relief Make a Difference? Impact and Expectations of the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative,” Working 

Paper 88, Center for Global Development, Washington DC, May 2006. 

“An Aid-Institutions Paradox? Aid dependency and state building in sub-Saharan Africa,” with Nicolas van de Walle 

and Gunilla Pettersson, Mario Einaudi Center for International Studies, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, 

November 2005 and Working Paper 74, Center for Global Development, Washington DC, January 2006. 

“The Day After Comrade Bob: Applying post-conflict reconstruction lessons to Zimbabwe,” with Stewart Patrick, 

Working Paper 72, Center for Global Development, Washington DC, December 2005. 

 “After the Big Push? Fiscal and institutional implications of large aid increases,” with Arvind Subramanian, Working 

Paper 71, Center for Global Development, Washington DC, October 2005. 

“Ghost of 0.7%: Origins and relevance of the international aid target,” with Michael Clemens, Working Paper 68, 

Center for Global Development, Washington DC, September 2005.   
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 “The Global War on Terror and U.S. Development Assistance: USAID allocation by country, 1998-2005,” with David 

Roodman and Scott Standley, Working Paper Number 62, Center for Global Development, Washington DC, 

July 2005. 

“Ten Myths of the International Finance Facility,” Working Paper Number 60, Center for Global Development, 

Washington DC, May 2005. 

“Double Standards and Debt Relief: The case for Nigerian IDA reclassification,” with Scott Standley and Nancy 

Birdsall, Working Paper Number 45, Center for Global Development, Washington DC, September 2004.  

“Is Africa’s Skepticism of Foreign Capital Justified? Preliminary Evidence from Firm Survey Data in East Africa,” with 

Vijaya Ramachandran and Manju Kedia Shah, Working Paper 41, Center for Global Development, 

Washington DC, June 2004. 

“The Trouble with the MDGs:  Confronting Expectations of Aid and Development Success,” with Michael Clemens and 

Charles Kenny, Working Paper 40, Center for Global Development, Washington DC, May 2004.   

“The Other Costs of High Debt in Poor Countries:  Growth, Policy Dynamics, and Institutions,” with Hanley Chiang, 

Issue Paper on Debt Sustainability, HIPC Unit, World Bank, Washington DC, August 2003. 

“The Surprise Party:  An Analysis of US ODA Flows to Africa,” with Markus Goldstein, Working Paper 30, Center for 

Global Development, Washington DC, July 2003.   

Congressional testimony 

“A Robust and Nuanced US Policy Response to Zimbabwe’s Narrow Democratic Window,” Testimony before the 

Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee on African Affairs, June 18, 2013.  

“Updating US Foreign Assistance Tools and Development Policy for the Post-Aid World,” Testimony before the Senate 

Foreign Relations Subcommittee on International Development and Foreign Operations, May 22, 2013 

 “U.S. Interests in Nigeria’s Success with Financial Reform,” Testimony before the House Financial Services 

Subcommittee on International Monetary Policy and Trade, November 17, 2010  

“Targeted U.S. Support for Zimbabwe’s Recovery,” Testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee on 

African Affairs, September 30, 2009  

“Extractive Industries and U.S. Policy,” Testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee on African 

Affairs, September 24, 2008 

 

 

Selected Policy Reports 

Soft Lending without Poor Countries: Recommendations for a new IDA: Report of the Future of IDA Working Group, 

Center for Global Development, Washington DC, October 2012.  

A Doing Business Facility: A proposal for enhancing business climate assistance, Center for Global Development, 

Washington DC, April 2010.  

The World Bank's Work in the Poorest Countries: Five Recommendations for a New IDA, with Dennis de Tray, Center 

for Global Development, Washington DC, June 2007.  

Building Africa's Development Bank: Six Recommendations for the AfDB and its Shareholders, with Dennis de Tray, 

Center for Global Development, Washington DC, September 2006. 

Strategic Framework for Assistance to Africa: IDA and the Emerging Partnership Model, with Alan Gelb, et al., Africa 

Region, World Bank, Washington DC, January 2004. 

The Partnership Imperative:  Maintaining American Leadership in a New Era, with Catherine Gwin et al., Overseas 

Development Council and the Henry Stimson Center, Washington DC, 1997. 

 

Other Selected Articles 

 

“The Second Obama Administration Should Close Africa's Energy Poverty Gap,” Foresight Africa, Brookings 

Institution, January 2013.  



 6 

“Send Salads to Ethiopia, and Solar Panels to Senegal,” Policy Innovations, Carnegie Council for Ethics in International 

Affairs, December 2012. 

“Why Obama Should Keep Control of the World Bank,” Bloomberg Businessweek, April 2012. 

“How to turn citizens into Owners of National Wealth,” with Alan Gelb, This is Africa, January 2012, republished in 

Oil, April 2012.  

“The ABCs of the IFI General Capital Increases,” CGD Brief, September 2011 

“In Praise of Debt: Why Greece’s Mistakes Shouldn’t Hurt Emerging Borrowers,” Bloomberg Businessweek, August 

2011. 

“Billions More for International Institutions? The ABCs of the General Capital Increases,” CGD Brief, June 2010. 

“A New and Improved African Development Bank? An Update on Recommendations from the CGD Working Group,” 

CGD Brief, May 2010. 

“How the Economic Crisis Is Hurting Africa--And What to Do About It,” CGD Essay, May 2009. 

“Dambisa Moyo's (Serious) Challenge to the Development Business,” CGD Essay, April 2009. 

“Three Steps to Restore Democracy to Zimbabwe,” CGD Memo, January 2009. 

“U.S. Aid to Africa After the Midterm Elections? A ‘Surprise Party’ Update,” CGD Note, January 2007. 

“Freetown to Hollywood: The Kimberley Process Takes on Africa's 'Blood Diamonds',” CGD Note, December 2006. 

“China's Export-Import Bank and Africa: New Lending, New Challenges,” CGD Note, November 2006. 

“Fixing International Financial Institutions: How Africa Can Lead the Way,” CGD Note, September 2006. 

“The Investment Climate Facility for Africa: Does it Deserve U.S. Support?” CGD Note, August 2006. 

“Foreign Investment and Economic Development: Evidence from Private Firms in East Africa,” CGD Brief, Dec 2005. 

“After Mugabe, Zimbabwe Will Need Post-Conflict Response,” CGD Note, December 2005. 

“The impact of the G8 debt relief plan for Africa,” Sub-Saharan Africa Forecast, EIU, November 2005. 

“The Debt Relief Divide,” IDM Magazine, October 2005. 

“What’s Wrong with the MDGs?” CGD Brief, September 2005. 

“Costs and Causes of Zimbabwe’s Crisis,” CGD Note, July 2005. 

“Capital markets: Opening the doors of perception,” The Africa Report, Jeune Afrique, May 2005. 

“Resolving Nigeria’s Debt through a Discounted Buyback,” CGD Note, April 2005. 

“Is Wealthier Really Healthier?” Foreign Policy, March/April 2005. 

“Current Issues in Development Assistance to Sub-Saharan Africa,” Sub-Saharan Africa Forecast, EIU, February 2005. 

“African Stock Markets,” African Investment Handbook 2001, Commonwealth Business Council, Oct 2000. 

“Markets on the Margin: Africa’s newest stock markets,” Institutional Investor, Euromoney, March 2000. 

“Conflict in the Horn: cross-border linkages,” Sub-Saharan Africa Forecast, EIU, Q4 1999. 

“Impact of the Asian Financial Crisis on Equity Markets in Sub-Saharan Africa,” SSA Forecast, EIU, Q4 1998. 

“Africa in 1998-2002:  A Political Renaissance?” Sub-Saharan Africa Forecast, EIU, Q3 1998. 

“Ghana: Fiscal Discipline Restored?” Emerging Markets Africa, EMBI, March 1998. 

 “Africa’s Emerging Stock Markets,” CSIS Africa Notes, No. 190, November 1996. 

“Can Ghana’s Economic Reform Survive the 1996 Elections?” CSIS Africa Notes, No. 175, August 1995. 
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ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS 

 

Ph.D., Political Economy, University of London, School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), 2000   

Research on Africa and the political economy of global portfolio investment and financial sector development  

Research conducted in Ghana, Zimbabwe, Ethiopia and London 

Primary case study: Ghana Stock Exchange 

Recipient of SOAS Research Fellowship (1997-2000) and British Council Link (Accra, 1998) 

 

M.Sc., International Politics, University of London, SOAS, 1994 

Concentration on the politics of development and public policy 

 

B.A., Political Science with minor in African Studies, Tufts University, Medford, Massachusetts, 1992 

 

 

OTHER 

 

• Restaurant reviewer on Bethesda Food Critic blog (www.bethesdafoodcritic.com) 

• Chair/Founder, Academic Book Collection Trust for Africa (ABC Trust), a charitable trust providing research 

materials to universities in Ghana, Ethiopia, and Zimbabwe, £35k budget, 1999-2005 

• Previous work/residence in Zimbabwe and UK 

• Extensive work/travel experience throughout Africa, Europe, Southeast Asia and North America 

• US citizenship 

• Top Secret/SCI security clearance 

 

http://www.bethesdafoodcritic.com/
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