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DAVID KRUGER MEARS
Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation
Commissioner’s Office
One National Life Drive-Main 2
Montpelier, Vermont 05620-3520

EXPERIENCE

VERMONT DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION, Montpelier, VT
Commissioner, December 2011 to Present
Direct and manage a department of three hundred staff responsible for conserving Vermont’s natural
resources and protecting public health and the environment through implementing laws to protect
air, water and soil. The department monitors and conducts research on environmental conditions,
administers permitting and compliance programs, administers grant and loan programs and provides
public education and outreach materials and programs.

VERMONT LAW SCHOOL, Environmental & Natural Resources Law Clinic, South Royalton, VT
Assistant Director/Assistant Professor of Law, June 2005 to August 2007
Director/Associate Professor of Law, September 2007 to Present
Direct legal clinic in which students practice in the areas of environmental and natural resources law

with a focus on litigation. Teach Property Law, Environmental Law, and Watershed Protection and
Management.

U.S. Fulbright Scholar, August 2010 to Present
Visiting Lecturer, Sun Yat Sen University, Guangzhou, China

WASHINGTON OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, Ecology Division, Olympia, WA
Senior Assistant Attorney General and Division Chief, December 1998 to June 2005
Managed a division of 25 attorneys representing the Department of Ecology, the State Conservation
Commission, the Pollution Liability and Insurance Agency, and the Puget Sound Action Team.
Ecology Division attorneys provide legal advice on all regulatory matters for these state agencies
and also litigate on behalf of the agencies before administrative hearings boards, as well as trial and
appellate courts at both the state and federal levels.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, Environment and Natural Resources Div., Washington, D.C.

Counselor for State & Local Affairs, January 1998 to December 1998
Served as liaison to state and local governments and worked with Department of Justice attorneys to
ensure cooperation and good working relations with states and local governments in environmental
litigation.

Trial Attorney, May 1995 to January 1998
Represented the United States in affirmative federal court litigation filed under Superfund, the Clean
Water Act, the Clean Air Act, the Safe Drinking Water Act and other federal environmental statutes.

TEXAS OFFICE OF STATE-FEDERAL RELATIONS, Washington, DC
Energy and Environment Policy Director, December 1993 to May 1995
Directed policy development and federal lobbying efforts on behalf of the State of Texas in the areas
of environment, agriculture and energy with a focus on issues affecting the U.S./Mexico border.

TEXAS NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION COMMISSION, Austin, TX
Senior Attorney, June 1992 to November 1993
Managed the Commission’s water quality practice including the following duties: supervising
twelve attorneys; providing legal and policy advice; drafting and reviewing proposed regulations and
legislation; and, representing the Commission at high-profile enforcement and permitting hearings.



TEXAS OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, Environmental Protection Division, Austin, TX
Assistant Attorney General, June 1991 to May 1992
Represented Texas agencies, primarily in enforcement lawsuits, in the areas of water quality,
drinking water, water rights, and wildlife protection.

VERMONT OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, Environmental Unit, Montpelier, VT
Law Clerk, Summer 1990
TEXAS WATER COMMISSION, Water Quality Division, Austin, TX
Enforcement Coordinator, February 1987 to July 1988
Inspected and evaluated the compliance status of municipal and industrial waste water treatment
plants and prepared recommendations for penalties and corrective action.
Administrative Technician, September 1985 to February 1987
Implemented a hazardous waste fee program.

EDUCATION

VERMONT LAW SCHOOL, South Royalton, VT
Juris Doctor, Summa Cum Laude (Class Rank: 1% of 153), May 1991
Masters of Studies in Environmental Law, Summa Cum Laude, May 1991
¢ National Environmental Moot Court Competition, Pace University: Member of the 1991 Vermont
Law School Team that won Best Overall Team and Best Overall Brief
e  Teaching Assistant, Legal Writing I (Fall 1990)

CORNELL UNIVERSITY, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Ithaca, NY
Bachelor of Science, May 1985 Major: Environmental Technology
e  Cornell National Scholar
e Teaching Assistant, Department of Government, Urban Affairs Laboratory
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