
~ Voice of the Oregon Cattle Industry Since 1913 ~ 

 

May 1, 2013 

 

The Honorable Ron Wyden 

221 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Sent via fax:  202-228-2717 

 

Dear Senator Wyden, 

 

The Oregon Cattlemen’s Association writes to you today to voice our concern over the widespread diversion of our 

nation’s corn crop for ethanol production. This is largely the result of the mandates of the Renewable Fuel Standard 

(RFS) a program that does not currently recognize newer technologies that produced ethanol from feedstocks like 

natural gas. Corn’s RFS monopoly has serious implications for ranchers and other agricultural sectors. That is why we 

strongly support the expansion of the conventional biofuels portion of the RFS to allow a broader range of domestic 

fuel sources to be used to make ethanol. 

 

There are 12,000 cattle operations in the state and every one of them has felt the burden of high feed prices. In 2012 

over 40% of our nation’s corn crop went towards ethanol as opposed to food or feed. The dependency on corn leaves 

both the fuel and food markets open to price shocks as was evident with last summer’s record drought which had a 

devastating effect on corn crops. The drought of 2012 severely reduced the corn yield and sent corn prices to record 

highs.  Everyone in the barnyard business saw feed supplies disappear and prices go through the roof.  As a result, 

many farmers are liquidating cattle or selling their herds. A modified RFS that encourages the diversification of 

alternative fuel options will help bring immediate and long-term relief to this ongoing problem.  

 

The agricultural sector is struggling. The administration and both chambers of Congress have called for an “all of the 

above” approach to energy policy in order to stimulate job growth and reduce our dependence on foreign oil and now 

is the time for action.  

 

Please support all efforts to diversify the RFS so that pressure can be taken off corn and return feed prices and 

supplies can return back to beneficial levels. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Curtis Martin, President 

H - 541-898-2361 

C – 541-962-9269 

vprchnp@eoni.com 
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Mark Oldenkamp 
Valley Fresh Foods Inc. 
8539 Crosby Road NE 
Woodburn, OR  97071 
 
May 20, 2013 

 
The Honorable Kurt Schrader 

108 Cannon HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

  
Dear Congressman Schrader: 
  
Thank you for sponsoring the Domestic Alternative Fuels Act of 2013 (HR 1959).  I just sent a 
note of encouragement to Senator Wyden asking for his support on this same issue. 
  
The Renewable Fuel Standard’s reliance on corn has put enormous pressure on corn supplies 
and prices, severely impacting the fuel, agriculture, livestock, transportation and food service 
industries and creating hardship for businesses and consumers who depend on affordable corn 
and fuel prices.  As egg farmers, we use a lot of corn and 2013 has been very challenging so far 
with our highest feed prices ever. 
  
Allowing the energy and fuel industries to use alternative feedstocks such as ethanol derived 
from natural gas to satisfy their obligations under the federal Renewable Fuels Standard is a 
smart step forward for our economic and our energy futures. 
  
Please know that you have our full support as you work to pass HR 1959. Thank you again for 
the leadership you have displayed on this issue. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
 
 
Mark Oldenkamp 
VP NW Operations 

 

PS:  Thanks for your work on the egg bill also.  The lobby against this is huge even though we all 
know it is rare for farmers to do what we are proactively proposing.  Not sure what comes next, 
but I thank you for this effort. 





 
 
May 20, 2013 
 
The Honorable Kurt Schrader 
108 Cannon HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Congressman Schrader: 
  
As you know, the Oregon Dairy Farmers Association represents Oregon’s 270 dairy 
farming families. And on behalf of our members, we would like to sincerely thank you for your support 
of the Domestic Alternative Fuels Act of 2013 (HR 1959). 
  
For the last five years, our members have been dealing with elevated feed prices due to the Renewable 
Fuel standard’s reliance on corn. Not only have dairy farmers been dealing with historically high prices of 
corn, the Renewable Fuel Standard contributed to the inflated costs of soybeans and alfalfa. The 
Renewable Fuel Standard has also created difficulties for our organic dairy farmers to source organic 
feedstocks. Organic crop producers have reverted to conventional crops as conventional production 
offered fewer limitations with comparable profit margins. And the argument that corn ethanol 
byproducts can be used as a substitute for corn is also a flawed statement as these byproducts do not 
offer the same nutritional profile a corn. With feed costs accounting for almost 65 percent of the total 
cost of production for an Oregon dairy farm, our members cannot longer afford these high feed prices 
and need change to the Renewable Fuel Standard in order to maintain viable businesses. 
 
Allowing the energy and fuel industries to use alternative feedstocks such as ethanol derived from 
natural gas to satisfy their obligations under the federal Renewable Fuels Standard is a smart step 
forward for our economic and our energy futures. 
  
Please know that you have our full support as you work to pass HR 1959. Thank you again for the 
leadership you have displayed on this issue. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
  
Sincerely, 
  

 
Jim Krahn, Executive Director 
Oregon Dairy Farmers Association 
PH:  503.780.9956 
jimk@odfa.org 





 
707 S.W. Washington St., Suite 927, Portland, OR  97205 
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June 24, 2013 

 

The Honorable Ron Wyden 

221 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Senator Wyden, 

 

The United States needs a balanced and sensible domestic energy policy. In this era of global instability and 

economic uncertainty, it is critical that we focus on building a broad and comprehensive energy policy that 

includes new technologies and harnesses our existing natural resources. That is why we are writing you today in 

support of the effort to reform our nation’s Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS). 

  

There are many reasons why the RFS as currently constructed is bad for our members and Oregon consumers, 

but we would like to particularly draw your attention to E15.  

 

When the EPA decided on the mandate, gasoline volume was projected to be about 135 – 140 billion gallons.   

Due to the economy and CAFÉ standards, gasoline volume has decreased to 130 billion gallons.  RINs can 

transfer the compliance around between refiners, but at the end of the day, the current mandated ethanol volume 

must be achieved or huge penalties will be incurred by refiners.  The blend wall is expected to occur by the end 

of 2013 or early 2014.   

 

Largely in response to the RFS mandate that 36 billion gallons of renewable fuel be blended into our 

transportation fuel by 2022, the ethanol industry is aggressively fighting for the wide scale distribution of a 

gasoline blend with 15% ethanol, E15.  

 

Gasoline blended with 10% ethanol is standard at our gas stations, but the more caustic E15 threatens our 

member businesses and Oregon consumers.  

 

The AAA has issued a warning about E15 saying that just 12 million of the more than 240 million cars, trucks 

and SUVs now in use in the US have manufacturers' approval for E15.  Several leading car manufactures, citing 

potential corrosive damage to fuel lines, gaskets and other engine components, have stated that E15 use will 

void warranties. In short, this presents a huge liability issue for gas pumping businesses. That liability is 

compounded here in Oregon where our ban on self-service gas pumps puts the onus of any potential damage to 

customer cars on the employee pumping the gas and, ultimately, the employer. Mistaking 87 for 89 octane fuel 

will not destroy an engine but mistaking an E10 for an E15 fuel can. Our members are also concerned about the 

effect of E15 on station pumps and fuel lines. 

 

The sale of E15 is not the answer to concerns that RFS mandates might go unmet. Modifications to the RFS that 

encourage the diversification of alternative fuel options seem to be the best way forward. The administration 

and both chambers of Congress have called for an “all of the above” approach to energy policy in order to 

stimulate job growth and reduce our dependence on foreign oil and now is the time for action.  

 



Only with a true “all of the above” energy approach will we grow our fuel economy and gain greater energy 

independence. Our recommendation is to reduce the ethanol mandate from 13.8 billion to 10% of total gasoline 

consumption, less any credits for RINS and move away from considering E-15. 

 

Please say no to E15 and please work to enact RFS reforms to help our country, state, community and local 

businesses benefit from a balanced energy policy. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Oregon Petroleum Association 
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May 17, 2013 

 

 

The Honorable Ron Wyden 

United States Senate 

221 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC  20510 

 

 

Dear Senator Wyden, 

 

I am writing you today on behalf of the members of the Oregon Restaurant & Lodging Association who 

are concerned with our nation’s energy policies and who believe we must make a strong effort to reduce 

our dependence on foreign oil and stimulate the growth of the alternative energy economy.  As part of the 

quest for a balanced and sensible domestic energy policy, we must continue to seek out new technologies 

and harness existing natural resources.  I am also encouraging your support of the Domestic Fuel 

Solutions Group (DFSG).  This group is advocating for updating the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) to 

allow a broader range of domestic fuel sources such as natural gas, which can be used to make ethanol. 

 

In fact, expanding the conventional biofuels component of the RFS is the answer.  This move will lower 

the price of ethanol by allowing a move away from corn ethanol production, which hopefully should 

reduce the escalation of corn prices and in turn the rising cost of beef and other food items.  If biofuels 

can be produced at a lesser cost domestically by using supplements other than corn, with an outcome of 

the same environmentally-friendly fuel and a potential increase of thousands of sustainable jobs right here 

in our own nation, then ORLA strongly encourages your support and approval. 

 

The members of the Oregon Restaurant & Lodging Association, as well as our entire industry nationwide, 

are impacted by the current Renewable Fuel Standard definition, which currently limits qualified ethanol 

to a single raw material feedstock.  As a result, we see firsthand higher prices for food and increased costs 

for transportation of goods and services.  Please support updating the RFS, as it will help lead to a fair and 

competitive alternative fuels marketplace. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Vice President of Government Affairs 

Oregon Restaurant & Lodging Association 





1270 CHEMEKETA STREET N.E.  •  SALEM, OREGON  97301-4145  
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April 29, 2013 
 
 
 

The Honorable Ron Wyden 
U.S. Senate 
221 Dirksen Senate Office Building ��� 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Wyden, 
 
On behalf of Oregon’s struggling livestock industry, we ask for your help by 
updating the Renewable Fuel Standard. As originally written, the RFS is limiting 
the development of alternative fuels markets. Updating the RFS could directly 
benefit other Oregon agricultural industries, while at the same time developing 
alternative and potentially cheaper fuel sources. 
 
Since the RFS was originally approved, billions of bushels of the national corn 
crop have been diverted away from use as animal feed and into the production 
of ethanol. The resulting increases in the cost of animal feed are creating a 
serious burden for ranchers and farmers. This situation was made worse in 2012 
when severe drought in the Midwest devastated the corn crop and sent prices for 
corn and corn-based products like animal feed soaring to record highs.  
 
It is time for the RFS to be modified to include ethanol made from other domestic 
fuel sources like natural gas. This will help take pressure off corn and will begin 
to return feed prices and supplies back to beneficial levels. Further, modifying 
the RFS and encouraging an open ethanol market will help stimulate innovation, 
foster competition and broaden access to affordable energy sources.  
 
Oregon’s sheep producers strongly urge you to assist Oregon and other states 
without a significant corn crop or ethanol production capability by reforming the 
Renewable Fuel Standard and recognizing other domestic fuel sources. Oregon 
agriculture and Oregon’s economy as a whole will benefit from these changes. 
 
 Sincerely, 

  
 John M. Fine 
 OSGA President 



 


