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Rick Kessler volunteers as the President of the Board of the Pipeline Safety Trust, the 
only national, independent, nonprofit organization solely devoted to promoting pipeline 
safety.   He is probably best known as a Democratic Professional Staff  Member for the 
House Committee on  Energy and Commerce, handling issues such as pipeline safety, 
cogeneration, renewables, efficiency, hydro-power, public lands, oil, gas, coal, and 
energy-related research, remediation and tax policy.  He also served as longtime chief of 
staff to the Committee’s Chair Emeritus and former Chairman John D. Dingell (D-MI).   
 
In 2007, Kessler helped found Dow Lohnes Government Strategies (DLGS), a bipartisan 
government relations firm, where he continues to serve as President. Immediately prior to 
joining DLGS, Mr. Kessler was the Director of the State of New Jersey Washington, DC 
office.   
 
Prior to joining the Committee, Mr. Kessler was Legislative Director to Rep. Frank 
Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) which included serving as Legislative Director and lead energy and 
environment staffer during Mr. Pallone’s tenure as Ranking Member of the Energy 
Subcommittee.  Early in his career, Mr. Kessler developed his command of energy and 
environment issues in legislative positions with Senator Frank R. Lautenberg (D-NJ) and 
former Representative William J. Hughes (D-NJ).  He has also served as Associate 
Director of Government Affairs for Princeton University.   
 
Mr. Kessler is a graduate of Kenyon College and Rutgers University and also attended 
the University of Surrey in Guildford, UK.  He, his wife and their son live in Silver 
Spring, Maryland.  
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