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Daniel Yergin is an authority on energy, international politics, and economics. Dr. Yergin is a Pulitzer 

Prize winner and recipient of the United States Energy Award for “lifelong achievements in energy and 

the promotion of international understanding.” He founded IHS Cambridge Energy Research Associates, 

which is now part of IHS, of which he is Vice Chairman.  In 2011,   Time Magazine named him one of the 

100 people “who mattered in 2011”.  

His new book -- The Quest: Energy, Security, and the Remaking of the Modern World – is a 

comprehensive guide to the world’s great energy needs and dilemmas.  It became a New York Times 

bestseller.  Dr. Yergin received the Pulitzer Prize for his work The Prize, which became a number one 

New York Times best seller.  His other books include Commanding Heights: the Battle for the World 

Economy, Energy Future: the Report of the Energy Project at the Harvard Business School; Russia 2010, 

and Shattered Peace.  Both The Prize and Commanding Heights became major PBS/BBC television 

series. 

 

He received the Charles Percy Award for Public Service from the Alliance to Save Energy in 2011.  The 

International Association for Energy Economics gave Dr. Yergin its 2012 award for “outstanding 

contributions to the profession of energy economics and to its literature.” 

Dr. Yergin serves on the US Secretary of Energy Advisory Board, chaired the US Department of Energy’s 

Task Force on Strategic Energy Research and Development, and was a member of the Subcommittee on 

shale gas development.  He is a member of the Board of the United States Energy Association, and a 

member of the US National Petroleum Council.  He served as the Vice Chair for the National Petroleum 

Council’s North America Natural Gas and Oil Resources Study.  He is one of the “Wise Men” of the 

International Gas Union, and a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and the International Institute 

of Strategic Studies. He serves on the Advisory Board of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s 

Energy Initiative, the Advisory Board of the Peterson Institute for International Economics, and the 

Singapore International Energy Advisory Board.  He is a Trustee of the Brookings Institution and a 

director of the New America Foundation. 

 

Dr. Yergin graduated from Yale University in 1968, received his Master’s Degree in 1970 from 

Cambridge University, and his Ph.D. in 1974 from Cambridge University.  He was a Lecturer at the 

Harvard Business School from 1977-1980 and a Lecturer at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government 

from 1979-1983. Dr. Yergin has received honorary degrees from the University of Missouri, the 

University of Houston and the Colorado School of Mines.   
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