ToddY’s hearing 1s the first opportunity
for Congress to hear testimony trom Dr.
- Mandy Cohen since she was appornted the
B CDC, Centers for Disease Control and |
Prevention, Director in July. '
Dr. Cohen, congratulations on your
appointment. You are taking the reins of
the CDC at a critical time in the agency’s

 history and you have a héavy task ahead.



- As I said at our June oversight heaﬁng ‘

examinjng the CDCs COVID-19 responsé,
“the COVID-19 pandemic revealed that we
did not have the CDC we thought §ve had”
[ am lookiﬁng forward to hearing about how
- you plan tochaﬁgethét. .

| . 'This‘hearing is also an opportunity for us
.to hear first-hand about how CDCis
responding to the ongoing reép_iratory virus

S€aso1l.



 Tam partlcularly mterested in hearmg

about how CDCis helpmg to mrt1gate the

o shortage of the Resplratory Syncytlal (

SISH ull) ,Vlrgs, orRSV, immunization for ?
i all infants. . - ?
We hai}e already heard re.poArts that RSV ?
cases are rising shafplyiﬂ cei’taiﬁ areds of the
! country and thét some hospitals are in

“surge” mode.



- With unprecedentéd demand for the
) RSV imrriunizations‘ this year leading to
| sﬁpply constramts I hope We will hear What -
the CDC plans to do to ensure we have a
| .'sufficien_t supply of p‘roducts for the seasOns 1
td come." o

It S grea,t that we have a safe effective
' RSV 1mmur.11zat10n.to protect chﬂdreﬁ but
itidOes us ‘]_ittile good if we don’t do a bettef |
job at preventing s-upply constraints.

- Questions remair,



How is the CDC plannmg to rebulld

; : pubhc trust in the. agencyD

Has the CDC leamed from the mlstakes - |

| ~"1t made dunng the COVID 19 pandelrmc>
Is the CDC comrmtted to makmg the
) .hard and deep re_for_ms needed to avold- -

| repeatmg thosesame mistakes?_



* .While I’'m looking fOrward to hean'ng
your testimOriy On these pf-oints I. e'andidly i
! haven t seen niuch oﬁtward ev1denee yet

| that the CDC has taken the faﬂmgs of the |
'.COVID 19 panderme 10 heart. I
Ano_t_her area I have orave concems .
abouf is the det'rimental‘effect eXtended |

school closures have had on kids learxiihg.



According to a report by the National
| Asséssment of Educational Progress, the

average testing scores for US 13 year olds
~ has hit the IOWest level in decades.

- Accordihg to"a New York Times report
~ from eérlier this month, échod_l closureé led' |
to 50 mﬂ]ionchﬂdren, including my own,
being out of -the classroom, causiﬁg fhese |
students to miss an extremely crucial time in
their lives since they Weféforcéd to learn

from home.



And let me assure you, learning from
| home‘ for school agéd children is not as
etfective as beirig in the élassroom.

In this same -repdrt, the _Titries claims
“this “may prove to be the most damaging .
disruption in the hiStorj} of American
education.” . ?

_The damage wrought by school closures '
Was ehormoué and our children will be

living with its consequences for decades.



As T’ve said before, for better or worse,

CDC recommendations and guidance carry
| ,gréat -Weight. They were used to justify not

- only school closures,l but prohibiting nui'sing |

home visitations, .a_,nd vaccine mandates that

would have resulted‘in nﬁllioﬂs ‘-of .

Americans losing their jobs. In addition

~ businesses, fitnéss centers and worst of all

churches were closed.



Further the dlscovery of an ﬂlegal biolab

o in Reedley Cahforma, exposed more
E problems Wlth the CDC .

CDC S_ management of the Federal Select |
Agent Prograrrr has been subject to lcriticism .
 in the past for inadequate investigations in |

- response to bioseourity- ineiderlts | lncludiﬂg -

o m\test1gatlons frorn tlns subcomrmttee

Readmg the Chma Select Comrmttee s

: report showed how madequate CDC’

.approach to the Select Agent Program is.
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-~ CDC iiflitially refused to even investigate
 the lab and only did so once they were
contacted by Democratic Representative Jim

. The CDC even refused to test any of the
~ thousands of pathog-en samples that could - |
 have contained unknown -and_darigerous

| -pathOgens. .
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The agency also failed to take meaningful

action regarding a refrigerator that was
" labeled “Ebola” during their so-called

- “investigation.”

- CDCs response was totally inadequate

| 'aﬁd failed to provide any Sup.p‘.obrc for the

| lécal gove'fnnient and_ pﬁt the public at risk

.through its indifference. - .
This is not acceptable, and the CDC ‘

must do better.
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As we look to the future, it’s clear that
| .the CDC needs more than a reset. There
needs to be a seismic shuft.

The Agency announced in_Apn'l '2022 o
that they were going to undérg.o a reform by
~ starting té review their processes and
structures in plac'e. Since.,. they have mad¢ a

handful of | Chénges- but more is needed.
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T know that you have not been there
long enough to implerhe-nt a seismic shift,
but I hépe Wwe can start to see CDC
guidance driven by the latest science and
- robust évidencc.

In closing, I hope your tenure a_S ‘

| Director will start that process and

 reinvigorate the agency. Thank you.
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