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June 22, 2023 

 

The Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers  

Chairman 

Committee on Energy and Commerce  

2125 Rayburn House Office Building  

Washington, DC 20515  

 

The Honorable Morgan Griffith  

Chairman  

Committee on Energy and Commerce 

Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 

2202 Rayburn House Office Building  

Washington, DC 10515 
 

Dear Chairmen McMorris Rodgers and Griffith,  
 

The House GOP Doctors Caucus would like to commend the Energy and Commerce Committee 

Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations for holding a hearing on the Medicare Access and 

CHIP Reauthorization Act (MACRA) or “MACRA Checkup: Assessing Implementation and the 

https://wenstrup.house.gov/about/doctors-caucus.htm


Challenges that remain for Patients and Doctors.” The passage of MACRA reflected years of 

bipartisan, multi-committee and bicameral negotiations, bringing diverse outside stakeholders to 

join around a policy to help doctors, Medicare providers, and patients get out from the threat of 

payment cuts under the Sustainable Growth Rate.   

The SGR formula was a cap on aggregate spending on physicians’ services. The formula was 

passed into law in the Balanced Budget Act of 1997 to control physician spending and was 

proven to be a significant failure. Since 2003, Congress had spent nearly $170 billion in short-

term patches to avoid unsustainable cuts imposed by the flawed SGR.  

In 2015, the bipartisan Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act (MACRA) was signed 

into law to repeal the sustainable growth rate (SGR) formula and introduce a new merit-based 

incentive payment system and processes to adopt alternative payment models (APMs). This new 

approach was designed to shift our physician payment system with the intent of paying providers 

based on quality, value, and results of the care delivered rather than the number of services 

provided. 

It has been 4 years since Congress has had a hearing on the implementation of the MACRA. The 

past few years have highlighted the need to support our health care payments system and 

continue to examine the outcomes of the law. We have made significant progress since the 

transition to value in 2015. However, there are several areas where further improvements can be 

made to lower costs, increase value, and further beneficiary access to higher quality health care.  

In an effort to accelerate Medicare’s transition from fee-for-service payment, as MACRA 

intended, the GOP Doctors Caucus would like to highlight the need to provide a stable payment 

structure for the health care system to operate on while we work to identify shortcomings and 

highlight new ways towards a value-based care system. 

The GOP Doctor Caucus is committed to working towards solutions for financial stability, 

making it easier for providers to practice in the system, and ultimately allowing physicians to 

focus on providing the best care to patients across America.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

 

 



(B) AMA 6.21.23 Letter to E&C 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Joyce – (A) Surgical Coalition Statement  

 

 



 

 

 

 



1. Joyce – (B) ACS Statement for the Record 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 


