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October 26, 2021 

The Honorable Frank Pallone 
Chairman 
House Committee on Energy and Commerce 
Via electronic submission to Austin Flack, Policy Analyst 

Austin.flack@mail.house.gov 

Re: Written responses to submitted Questions for the Record (QFRs} related to the Oversight 

Subcommittee hearing entitled "Putting Kids First: Addressing COVID-19's Impacts on Children." 

Congressman Peters, 

Thank you for the thoughtful questions you submitted for the record and extending me the opportunity 
to respond. Please know I am at your or your staff's disposal should you have any additional follow up. 

Sincerely, ____ _ 

�� 
�ush, MD, MMHC 
President, Monroe Carell Jr. Children's Hospital at Vanderbilt 
Professor of Clinical Pediatrics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center 

1. Discuss Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) definition of Qualified Residential

Treatment Programs (QRTPs) as not being Institutions of Mental Disorders (IMDs).

I agree that it is important to provide access for temporary stays in residential treatment 
facilities for children in foster care with serious emotional and behavioral health disorders. 
Appropriate reimbursement structures directly affect the placement opp_ortunities at such 
facilities. Children and adolescents who do not require the acute inpatient care of a children's 
hospital or inpatient psychiatric hospital may present mental and behavioral health challenges 
difficult to treat solely in outpatient community settings. QRTPs, by design, provide trauma
informed mental health and substance use disorder treatment on a time-limited basis in a 
supervised residential setting. 

As you know, the Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA) sought to reform many aspects of 
the child welfare system and established a new designation of qualified residential treatment 
programs (QRTPs). CMS guidance related to the FFPSA stipulate that QRTPs with more than 16 
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