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Major General Barbara R. Holcomb is a 1987 Distinguished 
Military Graduate of Seattle University Army ROTC where she 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing. She earned a 
Master's degree in Nursing Administration from the University 
of Kansas, a Master’s level Certification in Emergency and 
Disaster Management from American Military University and a 
Master's in Military Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War 
College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania.  
 
Major General Holcomb's military education includes the 
AMEDD Officer Basic Course, AMEDD Officer Advanced 
Course, Faculty Development Course, Combined Arms 
Services and Staff School, resident Command and General 
Staff College, AMEDD Executive Skills Course, Interagency 

Institute for Federal Health Care Executives, Medical Strategic Leadership Program, Army War 
College, Army Strategic Leader Basic, Intermediate, and Advanced Courses, and CAPSTONE. 
 
Her previous assignments include Clinical Staff Nurse, Post Anesthesia Care Unit and Department of 
Emergency Medicine, Madigan Army Medical Center; EMT Section, 47th Combat Support Hospital, 
Fort Lewis, Washington and deployment to Desert Shield/Desert Storm; Staff Nurse and Clinical Head 
Nurse, Mixed Med/Surg Ward and Head Nurse, Troop Medical Clinic and 111th MI Brigade Family 
Clinic, Fort Huachuca, Arizona; Officer Basic Course Nurse Advisor, Department of Nursing Science 
and Commander, A/187th Medical Battalion, Fort Sam Houston, Texas; Chief Nurse, Department of 
Outlying Health Clinics, 67th CSH/Wuerzburg MEDDAC, Germany; Medical Detachment Commander 
(Provisional), Camp Able Sentry, Macedonia; Chief Nurse/XO, 14th CSH, Fort Benning, Georgia; 
Commander, Special Troops Battalion; Chief, Base Transformation Office, U. S. Army Garrison, Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas; Chief, Ambulatory Nursing, Brooke Army Medical Center; Chief, Nursing 
Administration, Carl R. Darnall Army Medical Center and Commander, 21st CSH, Fort Hood, Texas; 
Commander, Medical Task Force 21, Operations Iraqi Freedom and New Dawn; Chief, Army Nurse 
Corps Branch at Human Resources Command, Fort Knox, Kentucky; Commander, Landstuhl Regional 
Medical Center, Landstuhl, Germany; Command Surgeon, FORSCOM HQs, Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina; Army Action Officer for the Military Health System Review; Commanding General, Regional 
Health Command – Central (Provisional), Fort Sam Houston, Texas and prior to becoming 
Commanding General, Medical Research Materiel Command and Fort Detrick, she served as the 
Deputy Commanding General for Operations, U.S. Army Medical Command.  She was designated as 
Chief, Army Nurse Corps on 2 November 2015. 
 
Major General Holcomb's awards and decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal (1OLC), 
Legion of Merit (2OLC), Bronze Star, Meritorious Service Medal (5OLC), Army Commendation Medal 
(3OLC), Army Achievement Medal (1OLC), National Defense Service Ribbon, Iraq Campaign Medal (2 
campaign stars), Kosovo Campaign Medal, NATO Service Ribbon (Kosovo), Southwest Asia Service 
Medal (3 campaign stars), Kuwait Liberation Medal (Saudi Arabia and Kuwait), the Meritorious Unit 
Commendation Ribbon (1OLC), and the Expert Field Medical Badge. She is a member of the Order of 
Military Medical Merit.  
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