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NIE: Denies It Has Smalipox

Scientist in Charge of Lab Says Allegation Is ‘Categoricdlly Falze’

By Justin Gillis
W agiargaon Feet Sk R nter

Peagie who live pezr the Nutoeal
uices - Bzaith o Delbesiz
perr ~4 yesterday that experts a®
mmmmmum
miory thee is harhoring sxa¥pox
Fres. 1o i m hard evidence and
scientists xho rn the bk dear i

NIH safety officers got t0 Enosy-
maus tip kst wesk thak & togmazhe
ing persen at the kb, b2 casxl -

versaticn. 2 couple of yezrs 20, =

ally Ehe,” Careton Gejdesek, the
Nobe! Prize—winaing sciestist ¥ho
orersess the &b, w=d b 2 &2t
“No work hes ever been doee on this
mbctizce i the laborztory i NIH.
No sxxples of this substaree are o
c-t-::rhneiaeens;otedmt;chm'z-
too fresrecs” ‘ .
Even if the afegztion proved tree,
the virs wecdd not be rneedix
threqtening, 38 kog 2s the szmpies
remained frozen. But finding it

Smﬁpxmmecik:r:_niqf’s
great acourges. [t Killed at least 100
mmhmmﬁ
wama!_};n:hmeih_xuﬁ_tfs
pcrtqlh‘lm.kwuﬁwﬁ;dxt
ts vacomate people it even the poot-
est conntries begax in the 1960 |

1977, the kst case of trepsmissian
i tha u'ﬁdwsrcpcrted,bSomdia.
Sroallpex is the only major bumaa
disecae that bas been wiped of the
Bceof the Exrth ;
Sgertific eermes of sralipox V-
rus were oace scztered thronghout

If smallpox were
found, that would
be “a very serious
transgression
against science.”
— Arme Thormas, NTH g0 =

the worid. Supposedy, they bate been
corsebdated 2t P sites: the Ceaters
frr Diseaa= Cotrot axd Prevesson 1
od 2 hbaxtory b Rmssi,

Ces mpging fex @ the saes
ity s that there's stifl smal
pox virus out there that nobody
Enowrs about, Maybe some sciextist
hsbditi::fm:::rfcrmacd
focgot. bkybe.zter;aistis saing

werpom. .

R octine smalipox waccnaticns were
stopped in the United Sttes i 1971
and i most of the world by the eardy
1930s. Even in people who have been

e

Thas, when that ancoymaus call
came to NIH on Sepll 11, & got pee-
pE's tttenton.

The next day, safety officers
chowed up tnansourced ot Gaje-
S L LabOTELETY i G — L 2TTORS
System Studies axd bxked vp more
L= 20 freezers. Now they are go- .
1o traugh the mmples, whic go
back dccades, looking & the lzbels 10
sae f they can fnd srelbox. ‘

Gaprmek, wha won 2 Nobel prize
1 U874 for rues=h oo vEves an-
redsted to srmlpor, t2d ther wn't
find anything.

wAnd if they &d?

“That would be regarded s 2 very
serioss tramsgression gaist -

_ence,” s2id Arne Tharzas, 2 spokes-

woman for HIH. “it wocld be tzken
very senoudy.”

Eyew i the absence o procf, NIH
kas decided to let people know
what's going on. It is sending notice
{0 more then 50 employees of the
buiding where the b is xated,

Somple

|

Buildag 36. And it conducted a

brieSng Femim uay o1 ades cl thea

Bethesda neighbarhoods nezr NTH.

The caciients, eho brve rad thelr |

iferences wih 1A D the past, =id
they were ghito e aled
“We're very lRoov to pet this ari-
tude, €ven o8 @ rEny Friday alec-
noon at the kst minee,” s2id Mor-

'
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ten Goldman, of Bethesds, who |
attendsd. “Nobedy fron the i
mity whe were there relly felt 2y l

ceacern whatsoever.” i



