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Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I appreciate the opportunity to be here today to discuss the Suppleinental 

Oxygen Access Reform Act, or the SOAR Act, which I reintroduced this 

Congress. 

The SOAR Act eliminates barriers that over 1.5 million Medicare 

beneficiaries with chronic conditions face including many of my 

constituents in the Central Valley- when trying to access lifesaving 

supplemental oxygen. 

This legislation makes critical reforms to ensure that patients, especially 

those living in rural and underserved communities, can receive reliable 

and lifesaving oxygen support. 

Since 2011, CMS has implemented a competitivebidding process for 

supplemental oxygen, causing payment rates for all types of oxygen to 

drop substantially. 

While the competitive bidding program has generated payment 

reductions and Medicare savings, these reductions too often come at the 

expense of access to essential oxygen equipment and respiratory care 

services. 
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