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The Honorable Brett Guthrie 

Chairman 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Frank Pallone 

Ranking Member 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

Dear Chairman Guthrie, Ranking Member Pallone and Members of the committee: 
 
The National Mining Association (NMA) strongly supports the committee’s markup of 

legislation focused on protecting the reliability, affordability, and resilience of 
America’s electric grid. We thank Energy Subcommittee Chairman Bob Latta (R-

Ohio) and members of the Committee for their leadership and urge you to report 
these bills favorably to the full House. 
 

The NMA is the only national trade organization that serves as the voice of the U.S. 
mining industry and the hundreds of thousands of American workers it employs 

before Congress, the federal agencies, the judiciary, and the media, advocating for 
public policies that will help America fully and responsibly utilize its vast natural 
resources. We work to ensure America has secure and reliable supply chains, 

abundant and affordable energy, and the American-sourced materials necessary for 
U.S. manufacturing, national security, and economic security, all delivered under 

world-leading environmental, safety, and labor standards. The NMA has a 
membership of nearly 300 companies and organizations involved in every aspect of 
mining, from producers and equipment manufacturers to service providers. 

 
These legislative proposals offer urgently needed solutions to the worsening 

reliability crisis facing our bulk power system. As America enters a new era of 
electrification and explosive demand growth—driven in large part by AI and data 
center expansion—the nation cannot afford to lose more dependable, dispatchable 

generation. Recent projections show grid operators like PJM and the Southwest 
Power Pool forecasting demand increases of 30–75% within the next decade. Yet 

while demand soars, poor planning decisions and politically driven retirements of 
fuel-secure generation continue to weaken the grid. These bills take meaningful 

steps to reverse that trajectory, protect on-demand power sources like coal, and 
ensure Americans have access to affordable, always-available electricity when they 
need it most. Specifically, the NMA urges passage of the following bills: 

 
• H.R. 3616, the Reliable Power Act, introduced by Rep. Troy Balderson (R-

Ohio), provides a commonsense safeguard against federal regulations that 
could compromise electric grid reliability. The bill requires the Federal Energy 



 
  
  

 

 
 
  

 

   
 

Regulatory Commission (FERC) to review proposed regulations from federal 

agencies when the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) 
issues a formal finding that the grid is at risk of generation inadequacy. 
Agencies would be prohibited from finalizing such regulations unless FERC 

determines the action would not significantly impair the grid’s ability to 
supply sufficient electricity. As electricity demand rises rapidly, this 

legislation ensures federal policy does not worsen reliability risks by 
sidelining dependable, fuel-secure generation sources. 
 

• H.R. 3632, the Power Plant Reliability Act, introduced by Rep. Morgan Griffith 
(R-Va.), which gives FERC the authority to intervene in premature generation 

retirements that threaten grid stability. It also requires owners to give five 
years’ notice before closing plants—providing the time and transparency grid 
operators need to plan for reliable replacement capacity. 

 
• H.R. 3015, the National Coal Council Reestablishment Act, introduced by 

Rep. Michael Rulli (R‑Ohio), formally codifies in law the National Coal Council, 

which was reestablished by presidential executive order on April 8, 2025. 

This bill ensures that coal—a dependable, fuel-secure energy source—
maintains an institutional voice in Department of Energy policymaking 
through a permanent advisory body. 

 
• H.R. 3628, the State Planning for Reliability and Affordability Act, introduced 

by Rep. Gabe Evans (R-Colo.), which requires states to evaluate whether 
their energy resource plans can maintain an adequate electricity supply over 
a 10-year outlook. The bill encourages states to account for dependable, 

fuel-secure resources that can operate continuously during normal 
fluctuations in weather and demand. Poor planning decisions—not the 

weather—are increasingly turning routine conditions into grid emergencies, 
putting American lives at risk and exposing the consequences of sidelining 
dispatchable generation. 

 
• H.R. 3157, the State Energy Accountability Act, introduced by Rep. Nick 

Langworthy (R-N.Y.), would require states pursuing renewable energy 
mandates to disclose how these policies impact electricity rates, reliability, 
and reliance on out-of-state generation. States chasing 100% renewable 

portfolios often promote low-cost energy without acknowledging that 
inverter-based resources—like wind and solar—only produce power when 

subject to weather conditions. These conditions rarely align with periods of 
peak electricity demand, forcing grid operators to rely on higher-cost 
generation from other states to maintain system balance. This mismatch 

drives up electricity prices and hides the true cost of relying on weather-
dependent resources. Ratepayers deserve transparency about how these 



 
  
  

 

 
 
  

 

   
 

policies affect both their bills and the grid’s ability to deliver dependable 

electricity when it is needed most. 
 
Together, these bills represent a decisive course correction—prioritizing reliability, 

transparency, and realism in federal and state energy policy. As FERC 
commissioners, grid operators, and energy experts have warned, the U.S. is rapidly 

heading toward a reliability crisis. Demand is rising at an unprecedented pace, while 
regulatory policies continue to force essential generation offline. This package aligns 
policy with reality: dependable, dispatchable power—especially coal—is 

indispensable to keeping the lights on. 
 

We thank Chairman Guthrie, Subcommittee Chairman Latta, and the sponsors of 
these bills—Reps. Balderson, Griffith, Rulli, Evans, and Langworthy—for their 
leadership. We urge the full committee to support this critical legislative package to 

ensure that Americans have access to affordable, dependable power and that 
federal energy policy meets this challenge. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Rich Nolan 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

June 24, 2025 

The Honorable Brett Guthrie     The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr. 
Chairman       Ranking Member    
Energy and Commerce Committee    Energy and Commerce Committee 
U.S. House of Representatives    U.S. House of Representatives 
2125 Rayburn House Office Building   2322A Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Chairman Guthrie and Ranking Member Pallone: 

On behalf of the National Hydropower Association, I am writing to express strong support for H.R. 3632, 
the Power Plant Reliability Act. This legislation offers critical safeguards for the reliability of the nation’s 
power grid and presents an important opportunity for the continued success and stability of the 
hydropower industry. 

Hydropower is America’s original renewable resource and continues to serve as a backbone of reliable, 
carbon-free baseload electricity. As aging generating assets across the country face economic, 
environmental, and regulatory pressures, we commend your leadership in introducing legislation that 
recognizes the strategic importance of retaining dispatchable resources like hydropower during grid 
transition periods. 

By allowing Regional Transmission Organizations (RTOs) and state utility commissions to petition the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to keep essential generating facilities online during times 
of reliability risk, the Power Plant Reliability Act ensures that necessary infrastructure—including 
hydropower—is not prematurely lost. The bill also provides a process for compensating asset owners 
required to continue operations and makes clear determinations regarding cost allocation—critical for 
small, publicly owned utilities and independent hydropower operators. 

Importantly, the bill’s advance notice requirements for planned retirements of generating units offer 
much-needed transparency and planning certainty. This is especially relevant for grid operators and 
communities dependent on legacy generation, as well as for hydropower operators who must coordinate 
complex water management responsibilities tied to electric generation. 

As hydropower continues to support energy dominance, grid stability, national security and economic 
development, we appreciate your commitment to advancing policies that preserve this vital resource. The 
Power Plant Reliability Act is a pragmatic solution to a growing reliability challenge, and we strongly 
encourage its swift passage. 

Thank you for your continued support of reliable, American-made hydropower. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Matthew Allen 
Director of Legislative Affairs 
National Hydropower Association  



 
 
 
June 25th, 2025 
 
The Honorable Brett Guthrie 
Chairman 
Committee on Energy & Commerce 
 
The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr. 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Energy & Commerce 
 
Dear Chairman Guthrie & Ranking Member Pallone, 
 
On behalf of our activists across the country, we urge you to support H.R. 3632, the Power 
Plant Reliability Act of 2025, introduced by Representative Morgan Griffith.  
 
As the country experiences the heat of summer, we are pleased to see opportunities in this 
legislation for the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to adjust the regulatory scope 
of their oversight capacity in providing operators the ability to meet electric demand during peak 
loads. Additionally, this legislation provides critical abilities to FERC to delay the retirement of 
baseload generation units to maintain adequate electric service and meet peak load service during 
high demand periods.  
 
According to the Energy Information Agency, electricity generators in the United States plan to 
retire 12.3 gigawatts of capacity in 2025, a “65% increase in retirements compared with 2024.” 
Additionally, electric generators are planning to retire 8.1 gigawatts of coal-fired capacity. 
Included in that assessment is one 1,800-megawatt generation coal-fired unit in Utah and another 
coal-fired unit in Maryland that produces 1,273 megawatts. Gas-fired units will see a retirement 
of 2.6 gigawatts of capacity this year and petroleum-fired units will see a retirement of 1.6 
gigawatts in the United States.  
  
While certain retiring generation units are being replaced with other baseload generation 
technologies, the demand for electricity is only growing, which creates problems for meeting 
consumer and commercial demand with the retirement of baseload generation.  Always-available 
sources of generation (or baseload) are critical in providing reliable service to the American 
people and maintaining the 60 Hz frequency that our power grid operates on.  
  
H.R. 3632 amends the Federal Power Act to ensure that certain retirements do not negatively 
impact grid reliability and service to consumers. Additionally, it requires power operators and 
owners to provide advance notice of the retirement of generating units. H.R. 3632 will also 
provide FERC with the ability to compel continued operation of certain generation units to 
provide adequate electric service while limiting FERC’s ability to force operators to expand 
generation facilities for planned retirement. This legislation comes at a critical time for the 
American people especially after the last administration pushed for the retirement of many 



 

reliable power generation systems.  
  
As the Committee on Energy & Commerce considers H.R. 3632 during the full Committee 
markup, we urge you to think of the most vulnerable members of society that depend upon the 
decision made today. It is urgent that the Committee reverse the green energy policies of the 
previous administration and provide pathways for reliable baseload generation units to survive 
and continue to provide much needed energy to our electric grid. For these reasons, we ask that 
you vote “YES” on H.R. 3632. 
  
Sincerely,  

 
Brent Gardner 
Chief Government Affairs Officer 



DIVE BRIEF

NERC upgrades MISO
reliability risk after ‘data
mismatch’ discovered
The Midcontinent Independent System Operator faces
an elevated risk of energy shortfalls over the next few
years but had been classified by NERC as facing a more
dire “high risk.”

Published June 18, 2025

Robert Walton
Senior Reporter

The Midcontinent Independent System Operator control room. The grid
operator said it is exploring the cause for mismatched data submitted to the
North American Electric Reliability Corp. Permission granted by Midcontinent

Independent System Operator

After finding a “data mismatch,” the North American Electric

Reliability Corp. on Tuesday said the Midcontinent Independent

System Operator’s reliability risk wasn’t as bad as reported by the

grid watchdog in a December assessment.

“When reanalyzed with the corrected data, the MISO footprint was

reclassified as an ‘elevated risk’ over the next few years, shifting to

‘high risk’ in the 2028–2031 timeframe, depending on new

resource additions/retirements,” the reliablity watchdog said in a

statement.

Elevated risk means an area meets resource adequacy criteria but

under extreme weather conditions remains likely to experience a

shortfall in reserves, NERC said.

6/24/25, 4:42 PM NERC upgrades MISO reliability risk after ‘data mismatch’ discovered | Utility Dive
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In December NERC published its Long-Term Reliability

Assessment, concluding that more than half of North America

faces a risk of energy shortfalls in the next five to 10 years. While

many areas were classified at an “elevated” risk, the report warned

MISO faced a “high risk” beginning this year, with energy

shortfalls in some areas possible during normal peak conditions.

But at a technical conference on resource adequacy challenges,

held earlier this month by the Federal Energy Regulatory

Commission, MISO’s market monitor cast doubt on those

conclusions.

“I’d love to work with NERC to figure out where they got their

numbers from, because I don’t think they’re accurate,” David

Patton, president of Potomac Economics, said at the June 5

conference.

According to Patton, NERC understated MISO’s capacity for

demand response, behind-the-meter generation and firm capacity

imports by more than 8 GW. And it considered possible power

plant retirements that have not occurred, he said.

“Following an in-depth review, NERC found that MISO submitted

mismatched data, which overstated the near-term energy shortfall

risk,” the reliability organization said. 

The grid operator is exploring the cause for the mismatched data,

it said. “We are in close contact with NERC and will provide an

update as we learn more,” MISO said in a statement.

NERC said that “while this data mismatch went unnoticed by

MISO and the Midwest Reliability Organization that initially

collects and vets the data, NERC is ultimately responsible for

ensuring the accuracy of its independent reliability assessments

and is working to improve its review process. ... Going forward,

6/24/25, 4:42 PM NERC upgrades MISO reliability risk after ‘data mismatch’ discovered | Utility Dive
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NERC, MRO and MISO are all committed to improving the data

validation process to ensure accuracy.”

A corrected version of the 2024 LTRA will be posted soon, NERC

said. The data error did not have an impact on the 2025 Summer

Reliability Assessment, released in May, NERC added. 

The MISO region has less supply capacity than it did last summer,

according to the May report. MISO officials expect peak demand

may reach nearly 123 GW, but say there is about 138 GW of

regularly available generation expected across the operating

footprint.

Market monitor Patton said he is glad to see NERC will be

reviewing its processes for future reports, but he has broader

questions about the assessment.

“Regarding the reclassification, I question NERC’s benchmark,”

Patton said in an email. “The question is: MISO’s risk is ‘elevated’

compared to what? It is exceeding its 1-in-10 reliability criteria and

has among the largest interface capability with neighboring areas

in the country that provides flexibility during extreme events. I

would classify it as moderate to low risk.”

“The risk that an RTO may be short of reserves during extreme

events does not indicate an elevated or high risk,” Patton

added. “This is expected in well-functioning competitive electricity

markets.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: This story has been updated to include
comments from David Patton, president of MISO market monitor
Potomac Economics.
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Department of Energy 
Washington, DC  20585 

 
 
 
 
June 16, 2025 
 
The Honorable Brett Guthrie 
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Enclosed please find a copy of the Charter re-establishing the National Coal Council 
(NCC). 
 
In accordance with Section 9 of the Federal Advisory Committee Act, this Committee 
will serve and support the Department of Energy.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Mr. Shawn Affolter, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, 202-586-5450. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      David A. Borak 
      Committee Management Officer 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc:  The Honorable Frank Pallone Jr.  
       Ranking Member 
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June 24, 2025 
 
The Honorable Brett Guthrie 
Chairman 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Frank Pallone 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
Re: H.R. 1949, the “Unlocking our Domestic LNG Potential Act of 2025” is Inconsistent with 
President Trump’s Pledge to Put America First 
 
Dear Chairman Guthrie and Ranking Member Pallone: 
 
On behalf of the Industrial Energy Consumers of America (IECA) we oppose H.R. 1949, the 
“Unlocking our Domestic LNG Potential Act of 2025.” The bill prioritizes LNG exports over 
U.S. consumers by removing long standing Natural Gas Act consumer protections. We urge 
Republicans to not vote for this bill which could directly impact manufacturing 
competitiveness and the 13 million jobs we employ. The stakes are high. For every one dollar 
increase in the Henry Hub natural gas price, consumers pay on average $34 billion more for 
natural gas and $20 billion more for electricity, or $54 billion annually.1 One hundred percent 
of our member companies are from the manufacturing sector and are price sensitive. 
 
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has already approved a significant volume equal to 48 
Bcf/d for shipment to NFTA countries, which equals 51 percent of 2024 net supply.2  Only 15 
Bcf/d is operating. Why then is it in the public interest for Congress to remove consumer 
protections? This is not a national security issue. What is approved is far more than enough 
to supply our allies.     
 
States that Should Vote Against H.R. 1949 
 
The most vulnerable are large natural gas consuming states that do not produce much 
natural gas. These states should not support H.R. 1949 which includes Georgia, Florida, 
Michigan, North Carolina, Indiana, Tennessee, South Carolina, Iowa, California, New Jersey, 
New York, Virginia, Oregon, and Alabama.  
 

 
1 Natural Gas, U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA), https://www.eia.gov/naturalgas/  
2 Summary of LNG Export Applications of the Lower 48 States, U.S. Department of Energy, 
https://www.energy.gov/fecm/articles/summary-lng-export-applications-lower-48-states  

http://www.ieca-us.org/
https://www.eia.gov/naturalgas/
https://www.energy.gov/fecm/articles/summary-lng-export-applications-lower-48-states


Page 2 
Industrial Energy Consumers of America 
 
 
U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) data proves that LNG export volumes are 
highest during our winter peak heating season months of November through March, which 
accelerates a reduction in U.S. inventory, increasing the prices of U.S. natural gas and 
electricity and reducing reliability. The severity of the problem increases as export capacity 
increases (see Figures 4-5). 
 
LNG customers are countries who are insensitive to price and will pay any price to keep the 
lights on in their country. No matter how high U.S. prices will go, they will buy away our 
natural gas even when our winter inventories fall and prices rise. The LNG 20-year contracts 
shift supply and price risk from LNG buying countries to U.S. consumers and the economy. 
No U.S. entity has 20-year contracts, not even electric utilities. 
 
We urge you to vote against H.R. 1949 and preserve consumer protections. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Paul N. Cicio 
Paul N. Cicio 
President & CEO 
 
cc: U.S. House 

    
 

The Industrial Energy Consumers of America is a nonpartisan association of leading manufacturing 
companies with $1.3 trillion in annual sales, over 12,000 facilities nationwide, and with more than 1.9 

million employees. One hundred percent of IECA members are manufacturing companies whose 
competitiveness is largely determined by the cost and reliability of natural gas and electricity. IECA’s 
sole mission is to reduce and avoid energy costs and increase energy reliability through advocacy in 
Congress and regulatory agencies, such as the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). IECA 

membership represents a diverse set of industries including chemicals, plastics, steel, iron ore, 
aluminum, paper, food processing, fertilizer, insulation, glass, industrial gases, pharmaceutical, 

consumer goods, building products, automotive, independent oil refining, and cement. 
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Read Next

COP29

UK's Miliband vows to lead in clean energy, demand corporate net zero strategies

ago

Boards, Policy & Regulation

EU eases state aid rules to boost green projects, cut carbon footprint

ago

Climate & Energy

Italy's A2A links warmth generated by data centre to district heating

ago

Climate & Energy

Shut Three Mile Island nuclear plant may restart in 2027, owner says

ago

WHY IT MATTERS

As U.S. electricity use rises from the expansion energy-intensive data centers and the electrification of industries like transportation, many new power

plants will need to be built to meet the rising demand after a nearly 20-year lull.

A shift in support of fossil-fired power like coal and gas, over the renewable energy championed by former President Joe Biden, has raised questions

about what types of electricity-generating sources will rise to meet the growing demand.

Different power-producing sources have varying implications for the reliability of the electric grid and for climate change.

BY THE NUMBERS

The cost to build a utility-scale solar farm ranged from $38 to $78 per megawatt hour, while costs for natural gas combined cycle plants were $48 to

$107 per megawatt hour. Smaller-scale community solar and gas peaker plants, meanwhile, were considerably more expensive.

Reporting by Laila Kearney; Editing by Mark Porter

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.
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Pipeline enforcement plunges in Trump's first 
months
By Mike Soraghan  

05/12/2025 07:23 AM EDT  

Federal pipeline safety enforcement has fallen to unprecedented lows in the first few months of the Trump administration.

No enforcement actions were launched in March, the first time in the 20-year history of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration that no cases were initiated in a month. Before that, only one case was initiated in February.

The tally inched up in April, with four cases.

Those numbers are from a brief period of time. Still, the steepness of the drop raises questions about whether the Trump 
administration's fervor to shrink government intervention could also mean diminished enforcement of existing safety 
standards.

But PHMSA officials argue that's not a sign the agency will be less aggressive under President Donald Trump, saying their 
commitment to enforcement shouldn't be judged by the first three months of a new administration.

"Enforcement numbers from the beginning of an administration as a new team transitions are not indicative of long-term 
trends or a lack of commitment to enforcement," said PHMSA spokesperson Emily Wong.

But enforcement doesn't always drop during presidential transitions. In the first three months of Trump's first term in 2017, 
PHMSA filed 66 cases.

Wong also said the agency has recently closed three cases with "significant civil penalties." That would include a $1.5 
million  Freeport LNG from an explosion at its terminal south of Houston in June 2022. And the agency fine paid by
responded to two high-profile leaks, one on the  in North Dakota and the other on  in Bucks Keystone oil pipeline a fuel line
County, Pennsylvania.

Case closure numbers have been robust in recent months, but not at record-breaking levels. PHMSA closed 26 cases in 
March and 13 in April. In the past, the agency has closed as many as 61 cases in one month: September 2010. The Biden  
administration closed seven cases last July and 12 in December.

On average, PHMSA initiates about 18 cases per month. In Trump's first term, it averaged a little less than that. During the 
Biden administration, the average was slightly higher. Since PHMSA was established in November 2004, the most 
enforcement actions issued in a month was 65. Until this year, PHMSA had never issued fewer than three enforcement 
actions in a month.

There could be other explanations for the decline, though agency officials did not offer them as reasons.

The Trump administration has been aggressively culling the federal workforce with layoffs, firings and incentives to leave. 
Administration officials have said that employees in critical safety roles, such as inspectors and investigators, will be 
retained. But there are no official numbers on how many people left PHMSA, which had about 600 employees before the 
cutbacks began. And there's no public data on whether all safety-critical employees have remained.

But the senior career leadership at PHMSA was , including the top career pipeline safety official, Alan largely cleared out
Mayberry. He's one of at least eight career leaders who have left since Trump returned to the White House or are expected to 
leave.
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Trump has nominated , general counsel to PHMSA in his first term, to lead the agency as administrator. The role Paul Roberti
requires confirmation by the Senate, which has taken no action on Roberti.

The wait for a new administrator could be part of the slowdown, said Joseph Hainline, who was a PHMSA attorney before 
and during Roberti's tenure.

“I think you'll see it pick up as they get fully staffed once Paul gets there,” said Hainline, now a partner at the Van Ness 
Feldman firm. “I think the first couple months are always sorting through the priorities, dealing with all of the top down 
changes from the administration.”

The agency is currently being run by Deputy Administrator Ben Kochman, formerly director of pipeline safety policy at the 
Interstate Natural Gas Association of America (INGAA). At PHMSA, he is serving . The chief counsel as acting administrator
is Keith Coyle, a former PHMSA staff attorney who  in private practice before his represented pipeline companies
appointment.

Former President Joe Biden never named a full-time PHMSA administrator during his four years in office.

Whatever the reason, the recent decline in enforcement is concerning, said Bill Caram, executive director of the Pipeline 
Safety Trust, the country's main pipeline safety advocacy group. It also raises questions about whether the agency is 
adequately overseeing safety, he said in an email.

“Regular, consistent enforcement helps keep our communities and the environment safe from the risks of pipelines,” Caram 
said, “and substantial drops from established enforcement levels deserves our close attention.”

The White House did not respond to a request for comment last week. Freeport LNG declined to comment.

Keystone operator South Bow responded to a request for comment by pointing to  for the leak. Energy the incident webpage
Transfer, which operates the pipeline that leaked in Pennsylvania, didn't respond to a request for comment. But one industry 
leader said statistics don't always show the full breadth of an administration's approach to enforcement.

“While any administration can juice the numbers if they want with ticky-tack enforcement actions, we hope this 
administration will make a difference with an enforcement program that focuses on what is really meaningful for pipeline 
safety,” Andy Black, CEO of the Liquid Energy Pipeline Association, said in an emailed statement.

Pipelines are an important symbol of Trump's energy agenda. One of his first acts as president in his first term was to boost 
 loathed by environmentalists and left-leaning groups: Keystone XL and Dakota Access.two oil pipeline projects

Trump's top oil and gas donor in last year's presidential election was pipeline mogul Kelcy Warren, the executive chair of 
Energy Transfer, which developed Dakota Access. Warren put $12.5 million, from personal funds and a company in which 
he has controlling interest, toward getting Trump back to the White House. Shortly after Trump took office, Energy Transfer 
challenged PHMSA's  in court as "unconstitutional."in-house regulatory system

Pipeline safety enforcement civil  after Biden succeeded Trump in 2017.penalties shot up

And during Biden's term, pipelines became an increasingly contentious part of the debate over climate change as the agency 
drafted a regulation to crack down on natural gas emissions from pipes and other energy infrastructure. PHMSA finished the 
rule in the final days of Biden's term, but the Trump administration  and isn't expected to do so.hasn't implemented it

When asked about the scarcity of enforcement actions, INGAA — which represents operators of interstate gas transmission 
lines — stressed the industry's commitment to safety.

“Safety is at the forefront of everything our members do, and our collective goal is zero incidents,” Amy Andryszak, the 
group's CEO, said in an emailed statement. “This laser-like focus on safety and compliance should result in fewer 
enforcement actions.”

The American Petroleum Institute, a major U.S. oil and gas trade group, said in an emailed statement that the industry 
“remains committed to working with PHMSA to advance the safe and responsible operation of essential pipeline 
infrastructure that delivers affordable, reliable energy to Americans across the country.”
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