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Ms. Marisol Maddox primarily serves as a Senior Arctic Fellow at the Institute of Arctic Studies in the Dickey 
Center at Dartmouth. She is also a Senior Associate in the Europe, Russia, and Eurasia Program at the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). Her transdisciplinary research considers the Arctic nexus of 
geopolitics, security, and environmental change. She served as an Arctic subject matter expert at the Woodrow 
Wilson Center’s Polar Institute from 2018-2025, in recent years sub-contracting to Sandia National Laboratories 
to focus on Arctic and climate security challenges.  
 
Marisol maintains numerous professional affiliations related to strengthening relationships and cooperative ef-
forts to mitigate and adapt to risks in the Arctic. She is a member of the US delegation to the Situational Aware-
ness Working Group of the International Cooperative Engagement Program for Polar Research (ICE-PPR). She 
has taught about the Arctic all over the world, including at Department of Defense Regional Centers and in-
ternational institutions, such as the Geneva Centre for Security Policy. She is a term member of the Council on 
Foreign Relations. She serves on the Advisory Board of the International Security graduate program at George 
Mason University’s Schar School, and in August 2025 was appointed to a three-year term on the Board of Ap-
peals of her town’s Planning Board. 
 
 
Education 
George Mason University 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
MA, International Security, concentration in Transnational Challenges 
        	 	      	           
SUNY Binghamton  
BA, Environmental Studies, concentration in Ecosystems 

Professional Experience 
Dartmouth College	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 October 2024- present 
Senior Arctic Fellow 

• Conduct research on Arctic security and environmental security  
• Lead development of the North American Arctic Speaker Series which brings together experts from 

Alaska, Greenland, and Canada to share insights on matters of mutual interest.  
• Provide Arctic subject matter expertise and analysis for a diverse list of U.S. government stakeholders 

including the armed services, DoD Regional Centers, DHS, FFRDCs, the intelligence community, think 
tanks, Congress and legislators, universities, allied and partner nations, and NGOs. 

• Member of the Situational Awareness Working Group of the International Cooperative Engagement 
Program for Polar Research (ICE-PPR) 

Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS)	 	 	 	 	      
Senior Associate (non-resident)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	      May 2025- present 
• Arctic subject matter expertise and analysis 

WestExec	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	           February 2026- present 
Senior Advisor 
• Arctic subject matter expertise and analysis 
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Conference of Defense Associations Institute 	 	 	 	 	         November 2025- present 
Fellow 
• Arctic subject matter expert focused on analysis in support of North American Arctic defense. 

North American and Arctic Defense and Security Network	 	 	 	   March 2025- present 
Fellow 
• Arctic subject matter expert focused on analysis of defense and security cooperation between the US, Canada, 

and Greenland (the Kingdom of Denmark) 

The Council on Foreign Relations 	 	 	 	 	 	                 	      June 2022- present  
Stephen M. Kellen Term Member 

The Council on Strategic Risks  	 	 	 	            	           	 	              January 2020- present 
Non-Resident Research Fellow, The Center for Climate and Security 

• Provide subject matter expertise on the Arctic in the form of written and oral briefings and assess-
ments for U.S. government stakeholders, allied and partner nations, and inter-governmental forums.  

• Member of the Climate Security Working Group 

Polar Institute, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars	             
Senior Arctic Analyst 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	         January 2022- April 2025 

• Subcontracted to Sandia National Laboratories to provide analysis on the Arctic and climate security  
• Provide Arctic subject matter expertise and analysis for a diverse list of U.S. government stakeholders 

including the armed services, DoD Regional Centers, DHS, FFRDCs, the intelligence community, think 
tanks, Congress and legislators, universities, allied and partner nations, and NGOs. 

• Direct and develop research projects and strategic partnerships. 
• Served as Polar Institute lead in partnership with the Arctic Coast Guard Forum to adapt goals of a 

planned in-water joint exercise Arctic Guardian to a virtual environmental due to covid disruption.  
• Spearheaded partnership with USCG to develop a Coast Guard Fellowship at the Polar Institute to ad-

vance relationships between USCG and the broader Arctic policy community.   
• Contributed analysis on systems thinking approaches towards environmental security for the U.S. Intel-

ligence Community’s Environmental Security Working Group (ICESWG) 
Arctic Analyst	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	            January 2019- December 2021 

• Provided primary support to Ambassador David Balton’s work on Arctic Ocean governance. 
• Deployed with USCG in the Arctic on the icebreaker Healy to gain in-theater, operational experience in 

support of informed discussions and policy development in DC.	   
Research Assistant	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                        August- December 2018   

• Supported Polar Institute program development, event execution, and tracked Arctic geopolitical, secu-
rity, and environmental change developments. 

• Research assistant for Ambassador David Balton and the Honorable Sherri Goodman 

Syracuse University- Maxwell School	 	 	 	 	 	                    January- May 2024 
Adjunct Professor 

• Taught graduate-level course, PAI 700: Environmental Security 
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European Center of Excellence (COE) on Countering Hybrid Threats	 	         January- December 2023 
Core expert on Arctic and Hybrid Threats 

• Provided expertise for development of Arctic hybrid threats tabletop exercise scenarios; authored a 
hybrid threat scenario; provided threat mitigation analysis.  

U.S. Naval War College 	 	 	 	                                                                   April 2021- April 2022 
Newport Arctic Scholars Initiative 

• Contributed expertise to the development of a Charter of Business for an Arctic Ocean Naval Sympo-
sium (AONS) to increase communication and cooperation on Arctic maritime safety and risk reduction. 

Wright Thomas International		 	  	 	 	         	           January 2017 - December 2017	   
Climate Security Research Fellow 

• Authored briefings and provided climate security analysis for the Arctic and Latin America, in support of 
the U.S. intelligence community and development of non-traditional security partnerships. 

	  

Awards and Scholarships	 	             
Howard P. Hart Endowed Scholarship, received in 2019 and 2020 
Congressional Recognition for Political Action Participation, 2005 
The Freedom Scholarship from the White House, 2004 
Women in Science Society, Certificate of Recognition for Excellence, St. John’s University, 2003 
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