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Chris McLaughlin serves as Chief Executive Officer of Dallas Fort Worth International 
Airport, overseeing management, operations, planning and development at one of the 
world’s busiest commercial airports. The airport – located between the owner cities of 
Dallas and Fort Worth – drives an annual economic impact of $78 billion in gross product, 
supports more than 680,000 direct and indirect jobs with a payroll of $48 billion, generates 
$18 billion in visitor spending, and contributes $8 billion on state and local revenue each 
year.  
 
A seasoned aviation executive, Mr. McLaughlin has broad leadership experience across 
the public and private sectors, with a career spanning airlines, airports and the federal 
government. He has been with DFW since 2021 and most recently served as Executive 
Vice President of Operations, leading the airport’s largest division before being appointed 
CEO in 2025. His work has focused on strategic vision, infrastructure delivery, technology 
integration, and stakeholder collaboration. 
 
Prior to joining DFW, Mr. McLaughlin held senior executive leadership roles at major U.S. 
airports and within the federal government, including serving as Executive Vice President 
and Chief Operating Officer at Denver International Airport. He also directed the 
Transportation Security Administration’s Office of Security Operations, where he played a 
key role in establishing the TSA PreCheck program. He began his aviation career with Air 
Wisconsin Airlines and Frontier Airlines. 
 
Mr. McLaughlin holds a Bachelor of Arts in economics and Spanish from Connecticut 
College, graduating with honors.  
 


