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Testimony in Support of the FY 2024 Committee on Homeland Security 
Before the Committee on House Administration 

February 28, 2023 
 

 
T hank you Cha ir man Ste i l  and Rank ing Member  Mor el l e .  

 

I  appr ec i a t e  t he  oppor tun i ty  t o  come bef o r e  you  to  speak  in  suppor t  t he  Commit t ee  
on  Homeland Secur i t y’ s  f unding  r eques t  f o r  Fi sca l  Year  2024 .    
 
Las t  month mar ked my twent i e th  yea r  on  the Commi t t ee.   What  was s t a r t ed i n  2003  
as  a  t empor ar y,  se l ect  commit t ee  f or med  to  over see  the  newly -c r ea t ed Depar tmen t  
o f  Homeland  Secur i t y ,  has  matur ed  in to a  s t and ing  panel  wi th  br oad  over s igh t  and  
g r owing  l eg i s l a t ive  r espons ib i l i t i e s .  

 
I n  t he Commi t t ee’ s ea r l i e s t  days ,  ou r  wor k was p r imary f ocused on bo l s t er ing 
secu r i t y  and inf or mat ion  shar ing to  pr even t  fu tu r e a t t acks  by  f or e ign t er r or i s t  
o r gan izat ions l i ke a l  Qaeda.    

 
T oday,  wi th  t he  th r ea t  l andscape  f a r  mor e  dive r se  and  complex,  ou r  over s igh t  
r e spons ib i l i t i e s have expanded to  inc lude  DHS’  e f f o r t s t o:  

•  de tec t ,  p r even t ,  and r espond to  t h r eat s  posed  by  domes t i c  v io l ent  ex tr emis t s,  
t r ansna t iona l  c r imina l  or gan izat ions,  and  hos t i l e  na t ion -s t a t es :  
 

•  cyber secu r i t y ;  
 

•  t he  secu r i t y  of  ou r  a i r ,  l and,  and sea  bor der s ;  
 

•  t he  secu r i t y  o f  a i r ,  r a i l ,  mass  t r ans i t ,  p ipe l ines and a l l  o ther  t r anspor t at i on 
modes ;  
 

•  emer gency pr epar edness ,  r e sponse ,  and r ecover y ;  and  
 

•  nuc lea r ,  b io log ica l ,  r ad io logica l ,  chemica l ,  and exp los ive  th r ea t s.  
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Las t  Congr ess ,  t he Commit t ee  held 25  Ful l  Commi t t ee hea r ings  and 50  
subcommi t t ee  hea r ings .   Desp i t e  the  pandemic,  we wer e ab l e t o  conduc t  t hr ee f i e ld  
hea r ings – i n  New Jersey ,  Nevada,  and M ich igan – and s i t e  v i s i t s  t o  New York  Ci ty ,  
Puer to Rico,  and F lo r ida .  

 

T h i s Congr ess ,  wi th add i t i onal  resources ,  we a r e we l l -pos i t i oned to  bu i ld  on th i s  
r eco r d and to  i nc r ease ou r  over s ight  o f  DHS’  e f f or t s  i n  t he f i eld  as  we l l  a s  
i n t e r nat ional  engagemen t  wi th f or e ign pa r tner s .  

 
On  the  l eg i s l a t ive  f r ont ,  an  i ncr ease  in  budge tar y  r esour ces  wi l l  he lp  ensu r e t he  
Commi t t ee has adequa te r esour ces  t o  advance  t ime ly l egi s l a t i ve in i t i at i ves .  

 
Ar eas  t hat  r equ ir e  u r gent  at t en t ion inc lude  the  r eau thor i zat i on of  expi r ing l aws  
r e l a t i ng  to :  

•  coun te r -unmanned ae r i al  sur ve i l l ance ;  
  

•  DHS’ Coun ter ing Weapons  of  Mass  Dest r uc t ion Off i ce ;  and 
 

•  Chemica l  f ac i l i t y  secu r i t y .    

 

Las t  Congr ess,  CHS advanced over  55 measu r es  t o  t he Fu l l  House  and succeeded  
in  ge t t i ng  23  enac t ed  into  l aw.   No tab l e  accompl i shmen t s  i nc lude s ign if ican t  
i n i t i at i ves  t o  enhance  ou r  nat ion’ s  cyber secu r i t y  pos tur e.   Going  in to  the  118 t h  
Congr ess ,  we  wi l l  be l ook ing to  bui ld  upon  those  achi evemen t s.    

 
I  do not  need to  t e l l  you tha t  i t  t akes a  l o t  of  s t a f f  wor k and r esour ces to  ca r r y a l l  
t he  g r eat  over s ight  and l eg i s l at i ve  wor k we  do .   With  r espec t  t o  CHS,  I  am fo r tuna t e  
t o  have Hope  Goins  l ead  the t a l en t ed  and  d ive r se p r of ess iona l s who make up the  
Democr a t i c  s t af f .  

 
T hank you  f or  a l l owing me to  t e s t i f y  i n  the  suppor t  of  t he budge t  pr oposa l  Cha irman  
Gr een submi t t ed.   T he r esour ces sough t  a r e  cr i t i ca l  t o  ensur ing tha t   t he Commi t t ee  
can  con t inue to  e f f ec t ive ly ca r r y ou t  i t s  r e spons ib i l i t y  a s  t he pr imar y au tho r i zer  of  
t he  nat ion’ s  th i r d l ar ges t  Feder a l  Depar tmen t .  

 

Wi th  t ha t ,  I  y i e ld  f o r  any ques t ions .  


