
 
 

 
 
 
 

Professor Shapiro is the founder and co-director of Chicago-

Kent's Institute on the Supreme Court of the United 

States (ISCOTUS). Her scholarship is largely focused on the 

institutions of our constitutional democracy, in particular the Supreme 

Court, and how those institutions interact, and has appeared in law 

reviews. She teaches classes in constitutional law, legislation and 

statutory interpretation, and public interest law and policy. She also is 

the faculty director of the Constitutional Democracy Project, a civic 

education project that provides programs, professional development, 

and educational materials to high school and middle school teachers 

and students. 

https://www.kentlaw.iit.edu/institutes-centers/institute-on-the-supreme-court-of-the-united-states
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Professor Shapiro is a frequent guest and commentator in the media. 

Recent appearances have include MSNBC, National Public Radio, C-

SPAN’s Washington Journal, Sky News Daily Podcast, NBC 

News Now, CBC Radio, and many Chicago news outlets. Her 

commentary has been featured in the Washington Post, The 

Hill, CNN, and SCOTUSblog, among other places, and she has been 

quoted in numerous news articles in publications ranging 

from Reuters to NBCNews to the Chicago 

Tribune to Salon.com to Bloomberg. 

From 2014 through mid-2016, Professor Shapiro served as Illinois 

solicitor general while on leave from Chicago-Kent. She has argued 

cases in the U.S. Supreme Court, the Seventh Circuit, the Illinois 

Supreme Court, and the Illinois Appellate Courts, and she maintains a 

small appellate practice, serving as Of Counsel to Schnapper-

Casteras PLLC. 

Professor Shapiro is also a member of the Board of Advisors for the 

Chicago Lawyers' Chapter of the American Constitution Society and the 

Board of Advisors for the American Constitution Society’s State 

Attorneys General Project. In June 2017, the Chicago Lawyers’ 

Chapter of ACS awarded Professor Shapiro the Abner Mikva Award. 

Professor Shapiro was a law clerk for then-Chief Judge Richard A. 

Posner of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit and for 

Justice Stephen G. Breyer of the United States Supreme Court. Prior to 

coming to Chicago-Kent in 2003, she worked as an associate with 

Miner, Barnhill & Galland, where she handled plaintiff civil rights 

cases, and as a Skadden Fellow with the National Center on Poverty 

Law. 

She earned a B.A. with general and special honors in English from the 

University of Chicago, an M.A. from the University of Chicago Harris 

Graduate School of Public Policy, and a J.D. (high honors) from the 

University of Chicago Law School, where she was articles editor of 

the University of Chicago Law Review and a member of the Order of the 

Coif. 

 

https://www.msnbc.com/weekends-with-alex-witt/watch/why-the-roe-v-wade-leak-happened-139560517973
https://www.wnyc.org/story/6c6f29764def1853f5f26611/
https://www.c-span.org/video/?452511-4/washington-journal-carolyn-shapiro-discusses-history-supreme-court-confirmations
https://www.c-span.org/video/?452511-4/washington-journal-carolyn-shapiro-discusses-history-supreme-court-confirmations
https://news.sky.com/story/us-supreme-court-from-abortion-to-contraception-what-could-happen-next-12642181
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_fevTwPtjxM&t=894s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_fevTwPtjxM&t=894s
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2046891587541
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/video/supreme-court-expert-professor-carolyn-shapiro-explains-ruling-overturning-roe-v-wade/
https://news.wttw.com/tags/carolyn-shapiro
https://www.nbcchicago.com/top-videos-home/illinois-could-see-up-to-30k-additional-abortion-patients-if-roe-v-wade-is-overturned/2823467/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T72kPIeUJK0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/07/02/moore-harper-gerrymandering-supreme-court-state-voting-rights/
https://thehill.com/opinion/judiciary/353283-gerrymandering-the-constitution-theres-more-than-just-statehouses-at-risk/
https://thehill.com/opinion/judiciary/353283-gerrymandering-the-constitution-theres-more-than-just-statehouses-at-risk/
http://www.cnn.com/2016/02/16/opinions/antonin-scalia-shapiro/
https://www.scotusblog.com/author/carolyn-shapiro/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/conservative-us-justices-show-maximalism-guns-abortion-2022-06-25/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/supreme-court/former-supreme-court-law-clerks-worry-roe-leak-sow-distrust-justices-s-rcna27380
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/post-tribune/opinion/ct-ptb-davich-roe-wade-abortion-supreme-court-st-0506-20220505-uwlluylqdvh7hfzhhp44p3zyoe-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/post-tribune/opinion/ct-ptb-davich-roe-wade-abortion-supreme-court-st-0506-20220505-uwlluylqdvh7hfzhhp44p3zyoe-story.html
https://www.salon.com/2021/12/05/the-guarantee-clause-could-this-one-weird-trick-save-american-democracy/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-05-03/extraordinary-abortion-leak-threatens-trust-at-supreme-court?sref=qZlN2rKN
https://schnappercasteras.com/carolyn-shapiro/
https://schnappercasteras.com/carolyn-shapiro/
https://www.acslaw.org/projects/state-attorneys-general-project/
https://www.acslaw.org/projects/state-attorneys-general-project/

