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Immigrants are less likely to commit crimes than U.S.-born
Americans, studies find

MARCH 8, 2024 - 7:00 PM ET
HEARD ON ALL THINGS CONSIDERED

@ Jasmine Garsd

Audio will be available later today.

The murder of Laken Riley took center stage during Thursday night's State of the
Union address. Riley was a 22-year-old student who was killed last month at the
University of Georgia. The suspect in her murder is a Venezuelan migrant whom

officials say was illegally in the U.S.

During the Republican rebuttal, Riley's murder was brought up by Alabama Sen.
Katie Britt. "She was brutally murdered by one of the millions of illegal border
crossers President Biden chose to release into our homeland. Y'all ... as a mom, I
can't quit thinking about this. I mean, this could have been my daughter. This
could have been yours."

The claim that immigration brings on a crime wave can be traced back to the first
immigrants who arrived in the U.S. Ever since the 1980s and '90s, this false
narrative saw a resurgence.

During the current presidential campaign, the vitriol has been intense. Just in the
last few months, former President Donald Trump has spoken of immigrants as
criminals and mentally ill people who are "poisoning the blood of our country."
Florida Gov. (and former presidential candidate) Ron DeSantis said migrants
suspected of carrying drugs across the border should be shot, without specifying
how drug smugglers could be told apart from other migrants.


https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/donations/support
https://www.npr.org/donations/support
https://www.npr.org/donations/support
https://www.npr.org/programs/all-things-considered/2024/03/08/1237107702/all-things-considered-for-march-8-2024
https://www.npr.org/people/297147616/jasmine-garsd
https://www.npr.org/people/297147616/jasmine-garsd
https://www.npr.org/people/297147616/jasmine-garsd
https://www.npr.org/2024/03/08/1237081955/how-a-georgia-nursing-students-killing-reached-bidens-state-of-the-union
https://www.npr.org/2024/03/08/1236846167/gop-rebuttals-to-bidens-state-of-the-union-focus-on-the-border-and-immigration
https://www.npr.org/2024/03/08/1236846167/gop-rebuttals-to-bidens-state-of-the-union-focus-on-the-border-and-immigration
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/ron-desantis-vows-send-military-block-drugs-reaching-mexican-ports-rcna91121

Sponsor Message

However, research indicates that immigrants commit less crimes than U.S-born
people.

Much of the available data focuses on incarceration rates because that's where
immigration status is recorded.

Some of the most extensive research comes from Stanford University. Economist
Ran Abramitzky found that since the 1960s, immigrants are 60% less likely to be
incarcerated than U.S-born people.

There is also state level research, that shows similar results: researchers at the
CATO Institute, a libertarian think tank, looked into Texas in 2019. They found that
undocumented immigrants were 37.1% less likely to be convicted of a crime.

Beyond incarceration rates, research also shows that there is no correlation
between undocumented people and a rise in crime. Recent investigations by The
New York Times and The Marshall Project found that between 2007 and 2016,
there was no link between undocumented immigrants and a rise in violent or
property crime in those communities.

The reason for this gap in criminal behavior might have to do with stability and
achievement. The Stanford study concludes that first-generation male immigrants
traditionally do better than U.S-born men who didn't finish high school, which is
the group most likely to be incarcerated in the U.S.
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The study also suggests that there's a real fear of getting in trouble and being
deported within immigrant communities. Far from engaging in criminal activities,
immigrants mostly don't want to rock the boat.

Sponsor Message

But the idea that immigrants bring crime remains widespread.

A few months ago, NPR reported on a migrant shelter functioning in Staten Island,
N.Y. Anthony Pagano, the owner of a flower shop located close to the shelter, told
NPR he was against it being located in his community.

"How do you put migrants across from an elementary school? An all-girl high
school, and another public elementary school,' he asked. "You don't know who
they are. Criminals. You see all the crimes that are being committed by migrants."

New York City Police data shows there was no rise in murder, rapes or robberies
in the area.

Clarification

March 9, 2024
An earlier version of this story has been edited to make clear that DeSantis said he was referring
specifically to alleged drug traffickers and not all migrants.
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Arrest of Palestinian protester shows escalation in Trump deportation efforts
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On Harriet Tubman Day, a new effort to place the abolitionist on the $20 bill launches

UP FIRST NEWSLETTER


https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/10/nx-s1-5323166/arrest-green-card-palestinian-protest
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/10/nx-s1-5321464/harriet-tubman-20-dollar-bill-2025
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/10/nx-s1-5321464/harriet-tubman-20-dollar-bill-2025
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/10/nx-s1-5321464/harriet-tubman-20-dollar-bill-2025
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/10/nx-s1-5321464/harriet-tubman-20-dollar-bill-2025
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/10/g-s1-52932/up-first-briefing-canada-mark-carney-mahmoud-khalil-stopgap-bill
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/10/g-s1-52932/up-first-briefing-canada-mark-carney-mahmoud-khalil-stopgap-bill
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/10/g-s1-52932/up-first-briefing-canada-mark-carney-mahmoud-khalil-stopgap-bill
https://www.npr.org/series/1180232252/up-first-newsletter
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/10/g-s1-52932/up-first-briefing-canada-mark-carney-mahmoud-khalil-stopgap-bill

House Republicans propose plan to avoid shutdown. And, Canada's next prime
minister
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A single-engine plane crashes near a Pennsylvania airport, injuring 5 passengers
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In their own words: How COVID changed America
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5 things to know about Mark Carney, Canada's next prime minister

THE 'WASHINGTON POST' IN CRISIS
Top 'Washington Post' columnist resigns, accusing publisher of killing piece
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A bane for tyrants abroad, U.S.-funded networks fear fate under Kari Lake
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Stocks slump yet again as fears grow about tariffs -- and a recession
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Postal workers conducting the census is part of a Trump pitch for taking over USPS
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Experts warn that recent school shootings show growth in new radicalization pattern
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How the science of savoring can help you nurture your relationships
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Does the narwhal's famous tusk help it catch fish?

MIDDLE EAST CRISIS — EXPLAINED
Hamas is offering a truce with Israel for 5 to 10 years, a U.S. official says
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How a train conductor saved a graduate student from potential danger
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Benita Long disappeared. So why wasn't she added to this missing person database?
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NEWS
Trump wants to clear homeless camps in D.C.; Mayor says his policies hurt the city
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