
Rep. Rush Holt (NJ-12) – Biography 

Rush Holt, 64, is a resident of Hopewell Township, N.J. Born in West Virginia, he inherited his 
interest in politics from his parents. His father was the youngest person ever elected to the U.S. 
Senate, at age 29. His mother served as Secretary of State of West Virginia and was the first 
woman to hold that position. 

Rep. Holt earned his B.A. in physics from Carleton College in Minnesota and completed his 
M.A. and Ph.D. degrees, also in physics, at New York University. He has held positions as a 
teacher, Congressional Science Fellow, and arms control expert at the U.S. State Department, 
where he monitored the nuclear programs of countries such as Iraq, Iran, North Korea, and the 
former Soviet Union. From 1989 until he launched his 1998 congressional campaign, Holt was 
Assistant Director of the Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory, the largest research facility of 
Princeton University and the largest center for research in alternative energy in New Jersey. He 
has conducted extensive research on alternative energy and has his own patent for a solar energy 
device. Holt was also a five-time winner of the game show “Jeopardy!”  In February 2011, Holt 
beat “Watson,” IBM’s computer system, in a simulated round of “Jeopardy!” at an event to 
promote innovation. 

Rep. Holt has represented Central New Jersey in Congress since 1999.  An active Member of 
Congress and a strong voice for his constituents, Rep. Holt serves on the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce and the Committee on Natural Resources, where he serves as the 
Ranking Member on the Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources, helping to develop a 
long-term strategy to decrease our nation’s dependence on fossil fuels and protect our 
environment for future generations.  From 2007 to 2010, Holt was the Chairman of the Select 
Intelligence Oversight Panel. Created at the start of the 110th Congress in January 2007, the 
Panel worked to strengthen oversight of the intelligence community by ensuring that 
policymakers receive accurate assessments, civil liberties are safeguarded, and the intelligence 
community is protecting Americans. 

Holt was honored to serve on the National Commission on Mathematics and Science Teaching 
for the 21st Century chaired by former Senator and astronaut John Glenn. He is co-chair of the 
Research and Development Caucus, and sits on Congressional caucuses concerning Children’s 
Environmental Health, Renewable Energy, Sustainable Development, Alzheimer’s, Diabetes, 
Biomedical Research, Internet, Community College, Farmland Protection, Human Rights, and a 
Women’s Right to Choose. Rep. Holt is also a member of the New Democrat Coalition and a 
member and Vice Chair of the Sustainable Energy and Environment Coalition. Additionally, 
Holt is a member of the House Democracy Partnership, which is comprised of 20 Members who 
help promote and support the development of democratic governments around the world. 

Rep. Holt is married to Margaret Lancefield, a physician and medical director of the outpatient 
charity clinic at the University Medical Center of Princeton at Plainsboro.  They have three 
grown children, Michael, Dejan and Rachel, and seven grandchildren, Niala, Noah, Boaz, Varun, 
Rohan, Cecile, and Joshua. 


