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Cheree Peterson began at EPA Region 9 as Deputy Regional Administrator May 8, 2023. 
She has served as both the Regional Business Director and the Regional Programs 
Director for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) South Pacific Division, 
headquartered in San Francisco, which encompasses California, Nevada, Arizona, New 
Mexico, Utah, and parts of five other states. She has extensive senior-level experience 
implementing environmental and other federal programs within much of the EPA 
Region 9 footprint, which includes working with the public and communities, state and 
local agencies, tribes, elected officials, and congressional staff. 
 
Cheree has 25 years of federal service, including a significant tour with the U.S. Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB), and a legislative fellowship with the Senate 
Environment and Public Works Committee. She has been in the Senior Executive Service 
for almost seven years and has a depth and breadth of experience managing and 
directing a large, interdisciplinary organization - delivering programs governed by 
environmental and other statutes. Her DEIAB leadership at the USACE is nationally 
recognized, resulting in a significantly more diverse organization. Her environmental 
regulatory experience includes implementing a $10 billion program that included 
environmental restoration and the Clean Water Act 404 wetlands regulatory program. 
Cheree was directly responsible for senior-level technical staff overseeing 2,000 
subordinate technical staff, including environmental planners, program managers, and 
environmental scientists. 

After graduating from the University of Washington with her master’s degree in public 
administration and her bachelor's in environmental studies from the University of 
California, Santa Barbara, Cheree began her career at OMB. She oversaw the then $4 
billion USACE accounts and specialized in environmental restoration, the Everglades, 
rivers and harbors maintenance, and the regulatory program. After a fellowship with the 
Senate Environmental and Public Works Committee, Water Resources Sub-Committee in 
1998, Cheree moved to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, where she built 
partnerships with various federal agencies, including the USACE and the Department of 
Interior. Cheree also spent more than a year in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Budget 
Office, writing budget narrative and overseeing the Service's land acquisition program. 

 


