Trump administration scrambles to
rehire key federal workers after DOGE
firings
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Demonstrators protest personnel cuts at the Centers for Disease Control outside the organization's
headquarters in Atlanta on March 12, 2025. Elijah Nouvelage/Getty Images

(CNN) — Federal agencies are rehiring and ordering back from leave some of the employees
who were laid off in the weeks after President Donald Trump took office as they scramble to fill
critical gaps in services left by the Department of Government Efficiency-led effort to shrink the
federal workforce.

The Trump administration’s quiet backtracking from the firings and voluntary retirements —
which are also paired with new hires to fill vacancies those departures created — come as
federal agencies are still implementing their “reduction-in-force” plans as part of a push for
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Experts warned that even though the Trump administration has backtracked on some of its
efforts to shrink the federal workforce, the rapid rehirings are a warning sign that it has lost
more capacities and expertise that could prove critical — and difficult to replace — in the
months and years ahead.

“There are time bombs all over the place in the federal government because of this,” said Elaine
Kamarck, the director of the Center for Effective Public Management at the Brookings
Institution. “They’ve wreaked havoc across nearly every agency.”
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\\\\\\ And the federal employee of the year is ... someone who quit in protest

Some government employees’ firings were halted by courts. But other moves to reinstate
federal workers come as the Trump administration faces pressure from lawmakers, industries
and groups they serve.

“President Trump pledged to make our bloated government more efficient by slashing waste,
fraud, and abuse. The administration is committed to delivering on this mandate while rectifying
any oversights to minimize disruptions to critical government services,” White House
spokesman Kush Desai said.
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Earlier this month, as Israel’s conflict with Iran escalated, Voice of America called back dozens
of Farsi speakers who had been on paid administrative leave since March. Those staffers at its
Persian-language service were among hundreds who were then laid off again the next week, as

the Trump administration gutted the network.

With hurricane season looming, the National Weather Service — which lost more than 560
employees to layoffs and early retirement incentives earlier this year — received permission to
hire about 125 new meteorologists and specialists for its forecast offices around the country,

despite a federal hiring freeze. Those hires will help staff offices that had to cut back on their
hours or stop staffing the overnight shift.
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A meteorologist at the National Weather Service offices in Dickinson, Texas, on May 23, 2022. Brett
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The Department of Health and Human Services reinstated 450 employees at the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention who were fired as part of a massive reorganization in April,
including workers focused on HIV and childhood lead exposure.

Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. said in May that the department
had also reinstated 328 workers at the CDC’s National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health focused on mine safety.

Those employees combined represent about one-third of the 2,400 workers whose jobs HHS
eliminated as part of its “reduction-in-force” plan as the Trump administration slashed the size
of the federal workforce.

RELATED ARTICLE
‘It’s just devastating’: Federal workers grapple with canceled health insurance,
bungled benefits after Trump’s layoff chaos

More than 200 employees had their firings rescinded at the CDC’s National Center for HIV, Viral
Hepatitis, STD and Tuberculosis Prevention, along with 158 at the National Center for
Environmental Health, an HHS spokesperson confirmed. Another 71 were brought back in the
Office of the Director and two dozen more at the Global Health Center.


https://www.cnn.com/2025/06/11/health/hhs-cdc-employees-reinstated
https://www.cnn.com/2025/05/26/politics/federal-workers-benefits-health-insurance
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CTsNh0vJjaNfWILacqMwP2N706QnNkpqcfbjU7rfnE_AuEAEgmt3kH2DJhqOH1KOAEKABsfr_6gLIAQmoAwHIA5sEqgShAk_QBvhDaR9VPTcW5z92c4_ZcT5lIfxaL3v6is51GUOcC1Mg2f0_6q1YWKWZlPKHUjluGmrOrYh_F42VOYZKqrTJZg8VNe7tLk6QSxtVAswEaCqmbTMVMGuSAy3GxpqpqCaaNHzDbTO0p8LEEapk8pAU5rCX0yUbbkTaKPHezrYF1iIF7np8LN4YlbhkOEU8pYuJ3mwsofl50xv2RnE3SBvaRoOUEuuTujOcZZiAxLv9BM07dZPGJbFsgo-7MW-FDOh4aI-c9W6bywh2fHbj6iSiNqyL7HAjEUYltbHfxo5Ym4d9IFnYHSspnV2JqFW5sNu8z23-rbGX08ztMnHLk6y6x-oUXXsDJieOeQlvvZjgPP6OUbYkitC825NWEpIDNdzABL_jr7yYBeAEA4gFjIzI31KQBgGgBk2AB7eFgJUBqAemvhuoB8zOsQKoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrECqAfn17EC2AcA0ggpCIBhEAEYnQEyAooCOg2AQIDAgICAgKiAAqgDSL39wTpYoayxv_GbjgOACgOYCwHICwGADAGqDQJVU-INEwio2rG_8ZuOAxU2DooDHVgvPZ3qDRMIuLWyv_GbjgMVNg6KAx1YLz2d8A0BsBPSpqcd0BMA2BMK2BQB0BUByhYCCgD4FgGAFwGyFyIYAioeLzg2NjM0NzcvQ05OL3BvbGl0aWNzL2xlYWYvYnN06BcEshgJEgKdYxhNIgEA&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSTgDZpuyztSOR4QyFUuj-FUf1FDq7GRPgc2L_d46YOmiSakKG8APR9K028B0tjNqhI9b6wp9SS4wC--rylDU1DD05KQ1l9la2m5KJZA5MGhgB&sig=AOD64_1lsCTM1Ufv8aOt_DHLfXsXNeIQUA&client=ca-pub-7439281311086140&dbm_c=AKAmf-C-H7K8JS__rYIMKbUmwIUfoLd202fsThV4V6X12NJRaYQUeZgsFU_L15ryGT8PGAp_471w6Emn22xQ1XD9j_UWghaQDMN-NvD3BkHTqKNjXk-ZpmAupIy0NyH7z95gTwwSpDqfuL4G1aR-NfHDGPo8MLhpTiqH4EzbmBLB9-l_UiusyVHsbY6WdGqN75L-DcnIPbBOPctb3-LLj175SSEBTUXWNQ&cry=1&dbm_d=AKAmf-CtDYdt13oWvgwyw2_SzxfYvWesPCh6FoJChw0Qe85SrG0JarDpHN21TUGLd0Kn4Vogqbkv1T5cdSEVl6YjOBKENescVB8CNYQs-cYLAom0k7omf3N3Km7TIxSy9l_Iu9AkRlOxyXu40wyEyUgCQqf-_MSMZoyzVcZGPDx63hNYHlp08KMckHKo9ylWfKavrHrcl3xqks-ZmLqf2RGPPokQQafGZDtmGgpcLeAtSnNhyJuE-a74UKb8A5oU_z6EUCoSAtJZeWhrI5Rq7ICSQkiWUwl0Zxs32Tntwf8ZYHkO08dH3HSAE_VLtLO-Gv5DvHrx8zlFoqKH16QRSyLIjALJBDyVYMpwE6CNI9oXvOQTFmWqSudLYBiQ4OBjK7tJH85XQrmq4mHjrk5NHqP4Qt0S8B0g_qqL_t9UQXGH_MyAEN0hNVa7yx0sbl5Q1n7qqgQDzuAjo0h3j5uPdE2cNO_ZmZO0qEbZ0A8POjmq019vW3uQxT36Sr8Zftmq4KBMp2yF6n4DyDAzzvSukZJHsNP9nF_Oi9rijGXXVcpLH-cRRu0_jUk3-ROqEDq4F4IZFIIIWZLA5GXbjb4lQCHJhXPa4oT5NBbdvcP849s1xbpqlYmob5Xfm6JSV2ayg1NS7gpRCoW_x2sSpeRso8LCrYkEgUPbiuOXif6uOQYkb5meo71Fwus&adurl=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/8/225291;9192727;5161107;211;0/?us_privacy=!!US_PRIVACY!&ft_partnerimpid=ABAjH0jJMkDv0Kh2gq8__lNOgb3g&ft_impID=CCB7E9C4-C815-8E96-B89B-0278A9F1AD3F&ft_custom=ABAjH0jJMkDv0Kh2gq8__lNOgb3g&g=63916408A6B595&random=459295.2118131018&ft_width=300&ft_height=250&url=https://www.adobe.com/acrobat/free-trial-download.html?sdid=3SH19YWX&mv=display&mv2=display

The cuts had wiped out the CDC’s Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention and Surveillance
Branch as it was in the midst of helping Milwaukee address a lead exposure crisis in its public
schools. The firings meant the CDC had to deny a request from the city for specialists to help.
The entire lead team was rehired, along with its parent group, the Division of Environmental
Health Science and Practice, according to its newly reinstated director, Dr. Erik Svendsen.

Other rehires are similarly driven by specific government services that were gutted by the initial
layoffs. The Food and Drug Administration rehired more than a dozen scientists at a food safety
lab in lllinois. The Department of Agriculture halted plans to lay off 25% of its staff at 58 facilities
responsible for responding to bird flu, which had driven up the price of eggs.

Federal agency heads are also blocking some plans to lay off their employees. Sen. Lisa
Murkowski, who was concerned about plans to slash 10% of the Indian Health Service’s staff,
said in a New York Times interview that Kennedy called her to say he was personally blocking
those cuts.

“He called me up to say, ‘They told me that | was supposed to find 10% cuts across the board
for IHS, and | told them | wouldn’t do it, that IHS has chronically been underfunded, we cannot
the Alaska Republican said.

go backward, and I'm not going to do that,

In February, the Trump administration fired — and then the next day rehired — more than 300
probationary employees at the National Nuclear Security Administration, the agency within the
Department of Energy tasked with managing the nation’s nuclear stockpile. Sources told CNN

at the time the Trump administration officials responsible for the decision did not seem to know
this agency oversees America’s nuclear weapons.

After HHS let go of the entire team that handles the Low Income Home Energy Assistance
Program, or LIHEAP, in early April, the agency had to rehire one longtime employee for 2v2
weeks to run a critical formula needed to distribute more than $400 million to states, said Mark
Wolfe, executive director of the National Energy Assistance Directors Association.

T 4 RELATED ARTICLE
M DOGE layoffs may have compromised the accuracy of government data
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The dismissal of the more than a dozen LIHEAP staffers raised concerns among state officials
and lawmakers, who feared HHS would not send out this final tranche of fiscal year 2025
funding. Some states were depending on receiving this money to help residents cool their
homes this summer since the states had already exhausted their prior appropriations on the
heating season.

The agency announced at the end of April that it was releasing the remaining LIHEAP money.
Wolfe, however, remains concerned about how HHS will handle the distribution of any fiscal
year 2026 funds that Congress may appropriate since the agency will not have any experienced
LIHEAP staffers. Doing so “requires skills, requires knowledge about the program,” he said.

Scott Laney, a National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health epidemiologist who’d
received notice he was being placed on administrative leave but was then called back, told
CNN there is “still a lot of chaos, sort of throughout the federal workforce.”
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Scott Laney stands outside the Iron Senergy coal mine plant in Kirby, Pennsylvania, on April 16, 2025.
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But he said he is more concerned about coal miners’ safety.

If protections in place for decades are cut, Laney said, it’s certain “that people will die earlier —
that people will die in mining accidents and roof collapses, all sorts of the work that we do to
prevent injury and iliness and mining more broadly across the United States.”

Max Stier, CEO of the Partnership for Public Service, said the moves to eliminate, and then
reinstate, many federal workers “shows the mosaic of incompetence and a failure on the part of
this administration to understand the critical value that the breadth of government expertise
provides.”

“This is not about a single incident. It’'s about a pattern that has implications for our
government’s ability to meet not just the challenges of today but the critical challenges of
tomorrow,” Stier said.

CNN'’s Tami Luhby, Annie Grayer, Camila DeChalus, Andrew Freedman, Meg Tirrell and Brenda
Goodman contributed to this report.
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