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Democracy Dies in Darkness

Trump’s false claim that Stacey Abrams headed a group
that got $1.9 billion
In his speech to Congress, President Trump played up unproven claims of malfeasance in green-energy funding.

March 6, 2025
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President Donald Trump delivers an address to a joint session of Congress on Tuesday at the Capitol. (Evelyn
Hocksein/Reuters)

Analysis by Glenn Kessler
“$1.9 billion to recently created decarbonization of homes committee, headed up, and we know she’s involved, jus at the
las moment the money was passed over, by a woman named Stacey Abrams. Have you ever heard of her?”
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— President Donald Trump, in an address to a joint session of Congress, March 4
We fact-checked 26 claims in Trump’s address  on Tuesday night, but this one required more research to nail down. From
Trump’s phrasing, it sounds as though Stacey Abrams somehow got her hands on nearly $2 billion at the “las moment.”
Abrams, of course, helped ensure Trump’s 2020 election loss in Georgia by regisering more than 800,000 voters, many
people of color, in the sate, so he has a particular animus toward the former minority leader of the Georgia House of
Representatives. The president mentioned her as he read a long lis of (mosly bogus) claims of government “scams.”
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Is Trump’s claim true? No, not at all. A Biden green-energy program has been the subject of feverish reporting in the
right-wing media, spurred by Trump’s Environmental Protection Agency. But Abrams’s role has been vasly overblown.

The Facts

Lee Zeldin, the EPA chief, is fond of quoting a video flmed by Project Veritas, a right-wing organization known for its
undercover sing operations, in which an EPA safer is quoted as saying Biden ofcials were “throwing gold bars of the
edge” to “nonprofts, sates, tribes” as an “insurance policy in case Trump won.”

Follow Fact-checking politicians

Zeldin requesed the EPA inspector general  invesigate the $27 billion Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, which was
created by the Infation Reduction Act, approved by Congress in Augus 2022. The fund seeks to leverage public and
private dollars to inves in clean-energy technologies such as solar panels and heat pumps, including through community
lenders in low-income areas. The idea is that government funds would unleash private capital, especially in disadvantaged
communities.
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Meanwhile, the head of the criminal division in the U.S. attorney’s ofce in D.C. resigned after she refused an order to
freeze $20 billion from the fund held at Citibank, saying she lacked the legal authority to do so. Citibank ended up freezing
the funds, and the FBI has launched a criminal probe and begun quesioning EPA employees.
Yet for all the Sturm und Drang, the funding of this money was transparent and can be seen in documents available on the
EPA website.
A slide presentation in July 2023 laid out the process for awarding the grants through a competitive process, including
permitting a coalition application in which diferent organizations received subgrants. There were detailed timelines,
notices and lisening sessions to ensure a fair process. Applications were due in October 2023, and awards were announced
in April 2024, well before Biden’s term ended. The funds were obligated in Augus, before the election, and one of the
groups announced the frs project, in ruby-red Arkansas, in October.

The Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund has three parts — $6 billion for community lenders to fund clean-energy projects, $7
billion for solar energy and $14 billion for national nonproft fnancing entities.
This brings us to Abrams. Zeldin, in his announcement requesing the IG probe, also name-checked her: “For example, a
Stacey Abrams linked organization that reported jus $100 in revenue in 2023, was chosen to receive $2 billion — that’s
20 million times the organization’s reported revenue.”
That’s highly misleading. He’s referring to Power Forward Communities, a consortium of fve major players in housing,
climate and community invesment: United Way Worldwide, Habitat for Humanity International, Enterprise Community
Partners, Rewiring America and the Local Initiatives Support Corp. The group says it aims to lower housing coss and
utility bills. The nonproft entity fled a form with the IRS in 2023 showing $100 in revenue — but as we noted, the
application process jus sarted that year and grants were not awarded until 2024.
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If Zeldin had bothered to read the Power Forward Communities grant application on the EPA website, he would have seen
this section: “We bring proven reach, scale, and organizational experience across markets and supply chains, technical
assisance, and lending. We have collectively deployed or invesed over $100 billion in community-based housing, health,
environmental, and economic development initiatives and created or preserved over 1.4 million afordable housing units.”
One hundred billion dollars is signifcantly more than $100.
Notice the phrase “Abrams linked organization”? That refers to the fact that in March 2023, Abrams became a senior
counsel for Rewiring America, a consortium member that aims to convert homes from fossil fuels to electricity. But even
that’s a sretch, as she was not involved with Power Forward’s EPA grant. Moreover, her contract with the group ended in
December, according to Rewiring America spokesperson Kathleen Scatassa.
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One of Abrams’s projects was recommending the Georgia community of De Soto for a project in which Rewiring America
will weatherize 116 homes in the community and provide either an HVAC heat pump, a heat pump water heater or an
induction range, according to the Albany Herald.
Joshua Karp, a spokesperson for Abrams, said Trump’s satement was “absurd and false.” He said she did not have any
role at Power Forward Communities beyond advising Rewiring America.
“Stacey Abrams has not received a penny of this EPA grant. It was never the plan for her to receive any money from this
grant,” Tim Mayopoulos, Power Forward chief executive, told Politico las month. “Power Forward Communities has no
relationship with Ms. Abrams, other than the fact that she’s one of the people who have advised one of our coalition
members in the pas.”

Meanwhile, Power Forward recently announced that it has committed $539 million in funding for home-efciency
upgrades and new consruction, including more than $100 million in rural communities that probably supported Trump in
the election.
In defense of Trump’s comment, a White House ofcial pointed to an October social-media pos by Abrams that she was
“thrilled to be part of @rewiringamerica and the Power Forward Communities coalition.” That does not confrm his claim.
Molly Vaseliou, an EPA spokesperson, responded with links to news sories and quotes by Zeldin. “The pass-through
sructure of these grants is a signifcant deviation from how EPA regularly conducts oversight of grantees,” she said. “EPA
has no visibility nor role into undersanding how these taxpayer dollars are being spent on the ground.”
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Whether the funds were correctly disributed will be up to invesigators, but Trump is wrong to claim that Abrams
“headed” a committee that “at the las moment” received $1.9 billion. She does not head the consortium; she did not even
head one member of the consortium. She was only an adviser. Moreover, the money was delivered nine months before
President Joe Biden left ofce, not at the las moment.
Trump earns Four Pinocchios.
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What readers are saying

The comments overwhelmingly criticize President Trump's claim about Stacey Abrams and the $1.9 billion
decarbonization committee, labeling it as a lie. Many commenters express frusration with Trump's pattern of making false
satements and the lack of accountability for his... Show more
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