
MIGRANT CRIME

Border Patrol apprehends 58K migrants in August,
down from record 250K in December

The figure amounts to a 68% drop compared to the same month last year
By Michael Dorgan 

Published September 17, 2024 8:58am EDT

As November’s presidential election edges closer, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has
announced that migrant encounters at the southern border are on track to reach the lowest annual
total since the end of the Trump administration, while total removals and returns over the past year
have exceeded Trump-era levels.  
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Trump vows to combat frightening border crisis by deporting migrant criminals if elected
Former Arizona Supreme Court Judge Andrew Gould joins Fox News Live to weigh in on national security threats the U.S. faces under the Biden-
Harris administration.
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The agency said Monday in its monthly news release that it recorded about 58,000 migrant
encounters between ports of entry along the southwest border in August, down from a December
high of nearly 250,000.

That amounts to a 68% drop compared to the same month last year and keeps the Border Patrol on
track to record the lowest number of annual apprehensions along the southwest border since fiscal
year 2020. 

The figures also trend lower than the monthly average for fiscal year 2019, the last comparable full
fiscal year prior to the pandemic. The term encounters refer to migrants taken into custody at the
border, at least temporarily and then typically released while they wait for a decision on asylum, as
well as those expelled immediately without being taken into custody.

MEXICAN GOVERNMENT BUSES MIGRANTS TO US BORDER AS ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION
BECOMES TOP ELECTION ISSUE
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A large group of Chinese migrants, including three from Bangladesh, line up for a Customs and Border Patrol officer at Jacumba
Hot Spring, California, on June 6, 2024. (FREDERIC J. BROWN/AFP via Getty Images)

The numbers reveal a dramatic turn in encounters since a record high in December 2023, when CBP
encountered nearly 250,000 migrants crossing the southern border, shattering the previous high of
around 224,000 encounters in May 2022.

Immigration continues to be a hot button issue heading into this year’s election, and President Biden
was forced into signing an executive order, the Presidential Proclamation and complementary
Interim Final Rule (IFR), in June in the wake of increased pressure from Republicans and former
President Donald Trump to act on the unprecedented number of border crossings under his
administration.
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Border Patrol said that since President Biden’s executive order went into effect on June 5, and
through Sept. 10, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has removed or returned more
than 131,000 individuals to more than 140 countries, including operating more than 400 international
repatriation flights. 

In the same period, DHS has almost tripled the percentage of noncitizens processed for expedited
removal and the percentage of releases pending immigration court proceedings is down nearly half,
CPB says. 

Total removals and returns over the past year exceed removals and returns in any fiscal year since
2010, CPB says. 

The agency said in its report that the IFR has helped DHS' capacity for enforcement against
migrants who pose a threat to national security or public safety, such as gang members attempting
to enter the country unlawfully, because the IFR "renders those individuals ineligible for asylum and
enables their quick removal."

‘SHUT IT DOWN’: BIDEN MIGRANT FLIGHT PROGRAM UNDER INTENSE PRESSURE TO DISBAND
AFTER FRAUD REVELATIONS
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The latest numbers come as this year's presidential election between Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald
Trump edges closer. (Getty Images)

"The United States is working together with our domestic and foreign partners to jointly disrupt
irregular migration across our borders and monitor emerging threats, including national security or
public safety concerns posed by transnational criminal organizations," CBP said in its report. "We
continue to conduct thorough screening and vetting for any individual that we encounter at our
borders to identify individuals posing threats to public safety and national security."

CPB added that DHS has also deployed more Border Patrol agents to the front line to help with
border security operations, enhancing the federal government’s efforts to interdict individuals who

10/11/24, 12:37 PM Border Patrol apprehends 58K migrants in August, down from record 250K in December | Fox News

https://www.foxnews.com/us/border-patrol-apprehends-58k-migrants-august-down-from-record-250k-december 5/14



pose a threat to national security or public safety. 

The DHS has also implemented enhanced screening measures at the border to identify known or
suspected gang members, including members of the Venezuelan gang Tren de Aragua, which has
been plaguing communities by taking over buildings in Texas and Colorado. 

In August, CBP’s counternarcotics surge efforts also led to the seizure of 30% more dangerous
drugs than in July, Troy Miller, the senior official performing the duties of the commissioner, said in a
statement.

"Through the work of our dedicated personnel, this enhanced enforcement posture is meaningfully
disrupting the operations of deadly transnational criminal organizations," Miller said. 

Additionally, CBP said in its Monday report that nearly 530,000 migrants flew into the U.S. and were
paroled into the country as part of the Biden administration’s controversial mass parole program for
those migrating from Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua and Venezuela (CHNV). The program launched in
October 2012.

The data shows that nearly 530,000 migrants flew into the U.S. and were paroled. It also shows that
about 813,000 migrants have scheduled appointments that were made on the CBP One app at ports
of entry, to be released into the U.S.
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Migrants walk along the highway through Suchiate, Chiapas state in southern Mexico, on Sunday, July 21, 2024 during their journey
north toward the U.S. border. (AP Photo/Edgar H. Clemente)

Both are considered "lawful pathways" into the U.S. and were created by the Biden administration.

However, the numbers do not count in data from the Border Patrol because they are not considered
illegal crossings.
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Migrants taking part in the CHNV program are paroled into the U.S. on two-year humanitarian parole
grants, which allow them to apply for work.

Fox News' Bill Melugin and Greg Wehner contributed to this report. 

Michael Dorgan is a writer for Fox News Digital and Fox Business.

You can send tips to michael.dorgan@fox.com and follow him on Twitter @M_Dorgan.
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Mean.Puppy.Dog
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Translation.   Border Patrol captures and released 58K and turns their back on the other 
450,000 illegals that are crossing the border with impunity. 
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seademhawks
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We need to stop giving them free stuff. They weren't invited here, and they aren't 
American citizens. WE DON'T OWE THEM FREE STUFF! They left their homes 
and countries to come here for handouts. If we stop giving them free stuff they 
will stop coming. Many will self-deport.
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Biden admin has already done the damage and most likely the harm will never be corrected 
- not in our lifetime.
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Start counting the ones not coming to your welcome mat check points. The numbers we get 
are fantasy
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Numbers are only down because it is election year. It is to make Harris look better and take 
a talking point away from the Rep. Candidates running for office. Nothing more nothing less.
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Jester60
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Only 58K! (because they are now flying them in) 
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Reality check! It's way too hot to walk to the border in August. No reason to risk your life in 
the heat. That's why the numbers are down. When it's better travel weather, the flood will 
pick back up. No hurry. Border's not closing anytime soon. Wish we could wake up from this 
bad dream.
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Border Patrol apprehends 58K migrants in August, down from record 250K in 
December
The figure amounts to a 68% drop compared to the same month last year
 
1st, the hot months always have fewer attempted desert crossers make it to the border.
2nd, the Harris Admin is giving out plane tickets.
3rd, the sub...
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