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President Joe Biden delivers remarks on May 31, 2024, in Washington,

D.C. A federal judge in North Dakota is questioning Biden's decision to

commute sentences of more than a dozen North Dakota defendants.
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A federal judge is criticizing President Joe Biden’s decision to set free

more than a dozen North Dakota defendants, including two men

sentenced to prison for high-profile fraud cases.

Biden last week commuted the sentences of 1,499 criminals including

Hunter Hanson and David McMaster, convicted in separate North

Follow

Add Yahoo on Google 7

A federal judge in North Dakota questions President Joe Biden's decision to

commute sentences of more than a dozen defendants, including high-profile fraud…

•

See more

Key takeaways

Top Stories: Trump admin sues Harvard | Play Crushable by Candy Crush | Alabama student found dead | Spring equi

Sign inMailSearch the web

3/20/26, 1:18 PM North Dakota judge blasts Biden for setting fraudsters free

https://www.yahoo.com/news/north-dakota-judge-blasts-biden-234122303.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvb… 1/10

https://www.yahoo.com/
https://profiles.yahoo.com/brands/north-dakota-monitor/
https://northdakotamonitor.com/2024/12/12/dc/biden-commutes-sentences-of-nearly-1500-people-pardons-39-in-historic-clemency-action/
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=yahoo.com
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjss7IreCzny27eYVHVdspUu7WI1GOpjNRkfYiu23Xl1g7lxO0XrCm0J2_HOsW3DyhKtVfzC2ELPekhdNlHsUKrON8tw6Wh2GDhByEgyux7H2D-GryKjGQgWaBLDCBRrNh5C-CDK-0B9YwAyLtjR3hNcK4vHE9stl4jilrfF-emBT1bvN6SfHqMn87JtTpjFEwKkdWLx_GwPmnK59t7eUpUUho0kU35D5aw4t3OzrPP78znSbdX57Ezy2Xp9Kmos7B6YWJGaCKvmLvVbntHs5bFOdnxXibrhopUUtEeI7X2g_XC_d2xob_y2jH3iEMnwjQpH3kh2qoCsVehIzbCYKtRo1IbCBgNodneWIZfJxiSR1SfA_wAaleZ-mvTzuDRe08Q4RnxjVQzOLskQjgs9Kp3KrT05LpofEntkzSXB_oPyE3wsHyBs2IjGiczXyR21ZqHyTQdYOw2RkIHqF6J6jxMV8My4EX8y8h9iBfAUQNoLHI4DdJ9wumNbUUFITzIGEUcOo3KSxrufLQH8f_mwzQH8A425em_dFVB-Qt_W61URO7cioEZFnLwChFLixxv2ljMNz72XfxkrNTXwHMS9plKQHvZ986x0JRX_EQP8XXQxR_NdOK_VIs5_jYrUtOPZ5Qzql57pkbaK7nef4UMz6T9ngUatovY_PtE0N7MVOm7uxu1EazHezecOULIWUERlikcKpgUKcbA8rBsqmX5Vt4IwDDUXvb1H5Vx2pIvNliqxdS99Zg3QhTRyoPO_g07YiYxt1O_1p2FM009xopMW77-Ysw31IQkIv--6UNhg7fx_tzMPZpufkYyvFMA6HSENZahxtIOFApvzXELiedikKf7osMZrjtuVHA_rETZOXPkD4Fs5PzP-yV1N4esLtqtUEGaWA-SGh-6XRhWzN6cgfFdxanwvlL9JLlTeEYzE4xpQMMofUHxr20gH88uXcImy0twibDyrYi2L8qa4ygiOH07UBG-gUrQDoFCPZ7OmUqmWSFzPPx5LJK-W0jgfeOo6ThEOfs6vQZgY6airzkfR02nXE_LlupyktHXedioLfL1mOdu80Qbx9n78lyPJcxDtspae9NJ6hU_MxlaNKJgdiqMvwQP_tYN_xGKETS9LlsmOEMlUhEcIHdbTH8l9IbWJCxukRpeO6yCijQtXCVzvFFQR9tsuwOFKrvIq9A8FNiIXfRci5jS_dezycq3NHK6DjxiO_Y-XUi97-HCO3j2afmn_mZ5BtahyB4mdqUFHuQ8omDlFkZHFiAwELXdvzJPsz1R0zrKKds1lY2nzwbpkCD5IvqcjRn10qjeUPQqt7QY4OUPOts-yhz6ijiz14OQMXuQmkQX0K9j3EQwO6kYaOCAby7UbrMEnR9p1IDRAFcSCTWU-HwKQ4vWHoIME9xavamaJduL4dAv-wX-Nzr2uebP8FWZgaahzHpUQZ9IfkFPPMgQwcmUIEqOxxBeJ7616T8nAaalax3C-3w4B1GjnFD5Ep8WHHMMKhzW_1w38V9remugiGZIe3NEzhgflMS8sIEDR8j-R2Q4OvA3ae4CtfrK-Z_GrY2rHEJuuFHHlZ4nZEeLkcN6BUIiXn9warRey5esZOIz4x0mMlGhycj3QPXJjDwA4iVsdL_RVRJ6hPE9t1kQQzlhbZHHcLWAZDVb1UodABqbk6T7jlwYFy0itKwGxaJUDkTpq1X916457qV8v2AyaiNM8MnRSfOpBv3wicC1Ctr-uhMUfkQTlkMpOTkTJvNJfM888MPRL5wAdKSQYjaJOBTnsJcY7tvlfTFPBCxYTgReUDPbakQis6&sai=AMfl-YT2dTHo12x3OiKz3TJBDSzjvy85-SPJvk5Dj4eMb75n3FpRvMfpZcivzcG1wanL6bsM5oL3f1Kk4Dh2wIWwtDDK-yCAZB2bfCI9JLLIILYRcphhuf5bTiiJOGFWT7Krkvzy2s4zZH-Fa-GJtBDdfUNAebDAKFnJZPP2ZdSMx47qAb3CK3CQBGiMkTeceSiQU-6SQaKfFrJeQ3y3WbYjDRO02xPvuys-UuCOlPtXg18LfCliF_WRT_85BA9rlcmU30mgYEPJG4ANjuRNGoEV6DEyEQap3yt8v6lipM3Igj0FpbLr_K91u14cL9IRbuIglxtdfjo5jzbXzre1W2OjRtzzuBcFpZmO2-lkLJaBmSpN54PWHXCkDfwuIysIpdv8Zg_Ha7VIXxpOM4Wt7-nIAIQ8U9qOsoFb7C80WKwZtsWpz_MEQLQHumLj893xOT_oTX2D5ETIOAng4zFMJ4CnRHh9kPYR7wRFvxUFhpl0g0FZ2DJrz_GoyL-jv0-WqEBZdJKRi6fM3kyleYeVXQStXjZz8n1pbNYPGqiDORAk-rkfBYHMVYfMY3hz84SNsZe9en97QJbB0AkY416os-NsGhBBS6fWV-NUoUrIXaF2pRn1F1J5niwbOmUYlWaE9T0xv1_lgmAMBInKKDSTuMUQdKHyQlC6fPudkZ19mdrocaLoN7sJvILuo9HY_wcN9qisc5WPCUbtV6uDLJV61bOCQpyzyTbjLmfNprCpVmqRCZiOjIS1oFasCZ48xbR0q_Y-TL3UTFvNhE1iJtM4fl_Z_b19flCge3KUM_2zWbu7wBJm1wjyr6zUByErj73OLlHXV1Wq17owXts6uHBXbnhOzz7sUYr8AT59M_rpX_2J1o5lCPotQkO7Jfw3_a7Uc0FSxmdHKtTQWeWounODDa8CW7vqIeddMwpzJZsZYWX-8fHvsHRnEZ2E2MgRjTV7T_z1DVLafiCVPIuDWsgFBAZas0rVOsC_7sLKacKJ6LeK-yRAfGyQpCRP1eCS-8C3bIzddrMToul0GqRLkFpaHJoSSd5YDA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzAbEvVlXMEGT&pr=8:A90F4FF8472ACACA&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.wolftrap.org/shows/venues/filene-center/%3Futm_source%3Ddisplay%26utm_medium%3Dpaid%23summer
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjss7IreCzny27eYVHVdspUu7WI1GOpjNRkfYiu23Xl1g7lxO0XrCm0J2_HOsW3DyhKtVfzC2ELPekhdNlHsUKrON8tw6Wh2GDhByEgyux7H2D-GryKjGQgWaBLDCBRrNh5C-CDK-0B9YwAyLtjR3hNcK4vHE9stl4jilrfF-emBT1bvN6SfHqMn87JtTpjFEwKkdWLx_GwPmnK59t7eUpUUho0kU35D5aw4t3OzrPP78znSbdX57Ezy2Xp9Kmos7B6YWJGaCKvmLvVbntHs5bFOdnxXibrhopUUtEeI7X2g_XC_d2xob_y2jH3iEMnwjQpH3kh2qoCsVehIzbCYKtRo1IbCBgNodneWIZfJxiSR1SfA_wAaleZ-mvTzuDRe08Q4RnxjVQzOLskQjgs9Kp3KrT05LpofEntkzSXB_oPyE3wsHyBs2IjGiczXyR21ZqHyTQdYOw2RkIHqF6J6jxMV8My4EX8y8h9iBfAUQNoLHI4DdJ9wumNbUUFITzIGEUcOo3KSxrufLQH8f_mwzQH8A425em_dFVB-Qt_W61URO7cioEZFnLwChFLixxv2ljMNz72XfxkrNTXwHMS9plKQHvZ986x0JRX_EQP8XXQxR_NdOK_VIs5_jYrUtOPZ5Qzql57pkbaK7nef4UMz6T9ngUatovY_PtE0N7MVOm7uxu1EazHezecOULIWUERlikcKpgUKcbA8rBsqmX5Vt4IwDDUXvb1H5Vx2pIvNliqxdS99Zg3QhTRyoPO_g07YiYxt1O_1p2FM009xopMW77-Ysw31IQkIv--6UNhg7fx_tzMPZpufkYyvFMA6HSENZahxtIOFApvzXELiedikKf7osMZrjtuVHA_rETZOXPkD4Fs5PzP-yV1N4esLtqtUEGaWA-SGh-6XRhWzN6cgfFdxanwvlL9JLlTeEYzE4xpQMMofUHxr20gH88uXcImy0twibDyrYi2L8qa4ygiOH07UBG-gUrQDoFCPZ7OmUqmWSFzPPx5LJK-W0jgfeOo6ThEOfs6vQZgY6airzkfR02nXE_LlupyktHXedioLfL1mOdu80Qbx9n78lyPJcxDtspae9NJ6hU_MxlaNKJgdiqMvwQP_tYN_xGKETS9LlsmOEMlUhEcIHdbTH8l9IbWJCxukRpeO6yCijQtXCVzvFFQR9tsuwOFKrvIq9A8FNiIXfRci5jS_dezycq3NHK6DjxiO_Y-XUi97-HCO3j2afmn_mZ5BtahyB4mdqUFHuQ8omDlFkZHFiAwELXdvzJPsz1R0zrKKds1lY2nzwbpkCD5IvqcjRn10qjeUPQqt7QY4OUPOts-yhz6ijiz14OQMXuQmkQX0K9j3EQwO6kYaOCAby7UbrMEnR9p1IDRAFcSCTWU-HwKQ4vWHoIME9xavamaJduL4dAv-wX-Nzr2uebP8FWZgaahzHpUQZ9IfkFPPMgQwcmUIEqOxxBeJ7616T8nAaalax3C-3w4B1GjnFD5Ep8WHHMMKhzW_1w38V9remugiGZIe3NEzhgflMS8sIEDR8j-R2Q4OvA3ae4CtfrK-Z_GrY2rHEJuuFHHlZ4nZEeLkcN6BUIiXn9warRey5esZOIz4x0mMlGhycj3QPXJjDwA4iVsdL_RVRJ6hPE9t1kQQzlhbZHHcLWAZDVb1UodABqbk6T7jlwYFy0itKwGxaJUDkTpq1X916457qV8v2AyaiNM8MnRSfOpBv3wicC1Ctr-uhMUfkQTlkMpOTkTJvNJfM888MPRL5wAdKSQYjaJOBTnsJcY7tvlfTFPBCxYTgReUDPbakQis6&sai=AMfl-YT2dTHo12x3OiKz3TJBDSzjvy85-SPJvk5Dj4eMb75n3FpRvMfpZcivzcG1wanL6bsM5oL3f1Kk4Dh2wIWwtDDK-yCAZB2bfCI9JLLIILYRcphhuf5bTiiJOGFWT7Krkvzy2s4zZH-Fa-GJtBDdfUNAebDAKFnJZPP2ZdSMx47qAb3CK3CQBGiMkTeceSiQU-6SQaKfFrJeQ3y3WbYjDRO02xPvuys-UuCOlPtXg18LfCliF_WRT_85BA9rlcmU30mgYEPJG4ANjuRNGoEV6DEyEQap3yt8v6lipM3Igj0FpbLr_K91u14cL9IRbuIglxtdfjo5jzbXzre1W2OjRtzzuBcFpZmO2-lkLJaBmSpN54PWHXCkDfwuIysIpdv8Zg_Ha7VIXxpOM4Wt7-nIAIQ8U9qOsoFb7C80WKwZtsWpz_MEQLQHumLj893xOT_oTX2D5ETIOAng4zFMJ4CnRHh9kPYR7wRFvxUFhpl0g0FZ2DJrz_GoyL-jv0-WqEBZdJKRi6fM3kyleYeVXQStXjZz8n1pbNYPGqiDORAk-rkfBYHMVYfMY3hz84SNsZe9en97QJbB0AkY416os-NsGhBBS6fWV-NUoUrIXaF2pRn1F1J5niwbOmUYlWaE9T0xv1_lgmAMBInKKDSTuMUQdKHyQlC6fPudkZ19mdrocaLoN7sJvILuo9HY_wcN9qisc5WPCUbtV6uDLJV61bOCQpyzyTbjLmfNprCpVmqRCZiOjIS1oFasCZ48xbR0q_Y-TL3UTFvNhE1iJtM4fl_Z_b19flCge3KUM_2zWbu7wBJm1wjyr6zUByErj73OLlHXV1Wq17owXts6uHBXbnhOzz7sUYr8AT59M_rpX_2J1o5lCPotQkO7Jfw3_a7Uc0FSxmdHKtTQWeWounODDa8CW7vqIeddMwpzJZsZYWX-8fHvsHRnEZ2E2MgRjTV7T_z1DVLafiCVPIuDWsgFBAZas0rVOsC_7sLKacKJ6LeK-yRAfGyQpCRP1eCS-8C3bIzddrMToul0GqRLkFpaHJoSSd5YDA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzAbEvVlXMEGT&pr=8:A90F4FF8472ACACA&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.wolftrap.org/shows/venues/filene-center/%3Futm_source%3Ddisplay%26utm_medium%3Dpaid%23summer
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvI7RQc5f7dBIvrkNCEu_AkylSzu8qeRAt1uc8OxxGTy2WHTm6g8hIHaUAE9HH2CxbzLLEcYzmlpvD0AZbuqyVLEwsu3gF7Sc6EreM6JVKIW6bFRbCjFrbCD18qLDBZHNxw0z-YV0_arZg7PR3Z8K3PTD68cHvrN852xqbcYbAcbcIQ7pYCJhxsxH-hMfRFKLMUrB_d-N44QtT3fD0-mNE312l80aRw10a38pFDAJXUcc8EYkPVEmj5GrvGtk3heYIDlZN7Nrq0dIx8ohyzIEvZuqbeUg6SF3x6Pd435_DO8Yxi5p5l_AAcJXWqADAPIacFsCoenHinhcjL4Sh7cv6SeGocHw2BkffMhkM-CQ34jblz-rvy27reV-C1LX1_L8MeE2u1jfCXjq-ebHqsFffTdxPHuBPK1ax_mBJJ-gLvQ5W1xzYwX54LZCxLvaAhPIq4WSq2WIZpynjQCtiqQPgodmfccenL-AgVxRYditWNIzJpCpxcrp8MeHBqm5eyuFBVzJnLpW9k8j6pyPRmthrRdkw2iwAK_pJBMQYWTXXI1AMLQkRIeMW7i1LnQLm77M5o_tatJs8mSof4oxMDxtbfTUijr0nt3LfkuRAW7c4XGM-_W8K4mkK1A9vRzmijiWZ_XduiR9sM61dPTQcxd7a4-4TCfcLnoCYSCowy2_gyrAMERA1B-PSHzkW6mQ4-8DHjibQWNiseCgyMAKVTwJVol6119KzC-QEl27S-j7dG74SElBN8Jdqaw5uhrRZHtwhHvwnS6yi0x6o6CczWwOzdlgghZO7Yb6pFQsbMuUSPBFipoz0S4qgXcFyNli_Q5eUhbfiwqQeDCnOqW5jBHC7fiCkKyhcJqXd0GPB1Su6db7w4K-uUHShMzkgZsgz0NAwmWZ2MVE7cYSE5EbNDksE8emgvSe-VC9S6F9i4bVfl8AmK4oSz84ecsRjl3dqMYMAn5kLDspMrRAlyYt6UjpIQoxdTptvWMl0SPIYvjS8Sb-kzl8bEZmn5cU3n_w3k5WMOO3GRTbMlqpvBoKGEU0CY-2bcQbPMEMZ0uF23j7ajgwyeN0jihmnFZyM9x-gVyV2HTH2ggpLq5jIhm5R3pNrw-nOEBQPgs4mW8JCF_cVyAoTpOqHHQ5yApoCUsICsDK3g6P1HKn-rG0KbTAKjvdkWhXqAG_eczQDEjSUNp_inMNv9FZfA8WaUFrp-OzxlKv8CPqkcZdHuyEi7Z-L1uMKB-aMh9ylHSSynT8pl-p9LYIX2eyu1ZPEj6ih-0Hl7bSXun2epojk8i2BR5jeFbzYK3HHbH0g4_92op86y1ToHV9KtcwXmKyGS0EUI4yxQZh1-McwqvgZDWEff6tyZL9YVy5Lreg2wmaIZuv-dPTrnxwLHFeLgs4KQbSGLn8xvAAwP-IiPmh4qCy41z-Vo1tHCEhXyFHnkx8PFCxl3j_C4Wt39wI_nctkCwPiX8Fefqkpuv6IA9uspvz8MK_55JhN3own9lBvTf2TAX2zpn0w5GJV9inq5whHGxqyug-qx4sxSvRYTIRcYpDRPVONW1tR17loAoObMIOslqGpQAePg4VszWOiDwkMSF8DtxXCQagqFgfGdYu4W6r2LNL8v5-KSK3w4JSwBPGRtPzdh0PY3DgVyNzx3zRuY374TVXtZJoOpluPiT7_K7TFuse5OiVxmfMTYLG0c_p3rMg68uwI7xz-cBP0JVG_FqJ_jhZ4kUXJBzJmhpK6iz1rEZnVaY4zrJ-AWSxp0FFhon6KpmaZWifPblTHMAnDbBm-i9FK05-CoTqzFIVAAMHb4&sai=AMfl-YRcsJKaHGkL3d28RU2y8FgTRU_mWBjGM4hINEdP_qDA-cabBOh64EcU-0k6dlehGVjg8Ch-4XVarnvQZ7hUnlbncbOrpJtKLMNoiFVxBAhLQLdTVqDDkCcQXGhgkTxmznW5ik15BQZYsbUkdOYeBIoVEAalNsGwPEms1Ek4ViB2mXFM5PS40s7vrjnXb8mfHtFz1hsNGuf5ITGWK0pKGghJ5Sp-upxmLX_IvWNBjANQ7lIVMsDDXO7nbfEi_0irPBUrjzHGm-NrFiTqEcfMIJBZqs17rqdpAJg399fsRguc97rtAWKokgJmw0XrHuGQEqfnWYY_uWcxDUzueCkPpfrZ5XeGcQ54iDN9_1xcbXpWBfaI8ST9MeW9mdS77W5oFe9ucBGyKVlX6imIeptFcz4fTeFMqh6KH6ky4_xGqzBEDg-fsd97QY08-UudK0n2CiqXQytRLtBKODba1DGywVokraeKTq1itBlKlkXzRX5Vt2RZoY3tDVxZUnCbHkRGX6C5dCEgK_4upGE31pzyguUbLfkSkx5HcFundBk2eLqFk66BlouySlB6ecf2XwaWUMQmYcmLAiP0BmEL2b0TD6fISGx1VXqQGi7LcCRkLLZY5hQovZ3oI_YGw72PHEPPgq4QqFOxMP6vuw4FIsF3tCY-d1axDtcmfwR16TUFHIw7tEhPVZGpOzgEoRtLuGiPkueczwyvbiN2UgQn8RQp_RUN4vS_dpIVQzsZ9Chpxc_lSFLny7mU98oZCG74IpzcGlfNj6Ev2GsH_SZhXtQJVYOc-EF2g_UDdOT_IXvnAqxEsmXA9FJDRJyA7dCcFzF-K7MmG_M2FpnTug8hVCkAGdlkH3Ooo153BQL2Fx_2lOwg6n5WkYqJ6vJHT_p8T5zcC587lMHMXbUgSHdo6jDQJNPikiw1ytzF7jh9QYcjxUuCl_7I4XISp1A1TnP1lRE9gjLEF9tfMtgoXbKHsw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzB7uoNLd8rYC&pr=8:A90F4FF8472ACACA&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.wolftrap.org/shows/venues/filene-center/%3Futm_source%3Ddisplay%26utm_medium%3Dpaid%23summer
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvI7RQc5f7dBIvrkNCEu_AkylSzu8qeRAt1uc8OxxGTy2WHTm6g8hIHaUAE9HH2CxbzLLEcYzmlpvD0AZbuqyVLEwsu3gF7Sc6EreM6JVKIW6bFRbCjFrbCD18qLDBZHNxw0z-YV0_arZg7PR3Z8K3PTD68cHvrN852xqbcYbAcbcIQ7pYCJhxsxH-hMfRFKLMUrB_d-N44QtT3fD0-mNE312l80aRw10a38pFDAJXUcc8EYkPVEmj5GrvGtk3heYIDlZN7Nrq0dIx8ohyzIEvZuqbeUg6SF3x6Pd435_DO8Yxi5p5l_AAcJXWqADAPIacFsCoenHinhcjL4Sh7cv6SeGocHw2BkffMhkM-CQ34jblz-rvy27reV-C1LX1_L8MeE2u1jfCXjq-ebHqsFffTdxPHuBPK1ax_mBJJ-gLvQ5W1xzYwX54LZCxLvaAhPIq4WSq2WIZpynjQCtiqQPgodmfccenL-AgVxRYditWNIzJpCpxcrp8MeHBqm5eyuFBVzJnLpW9k8j6pyPRmthrRdkw2iwAK_pJBMQYWTXXI1AMLQkRIeMW7i1LnQLm77M5o_tatJs8mSof4oxMDxtbfTUijr0nt3LfkuRAW7c4XGM-_W8K4mkK1A9vRzmijiWZ_XduiR9sM61dPTQcxd7a4-4TCfcLnoCYSCowy2_gyrAMERA1B-PSHzkW6mQ4-8DHjibQWNiseCgyMAKVTwJVol6119KzC-QEl27S-j7dG74SElBN8Jdqaw5uhrRZHtwhHvwnS6yi0x6o6CczWwOzdlgghZO7Yb6pFQsbMuUSPBFipoz0S4qgXcFyNli_Q5eUhbfiwqQeDCnOqW5jBHC7fiCkKyhcJqXd0GPB1Su6db7w4K-uUHShMzkgZsgz0NAwmWZ2MVE7cYSE5EbNDksE8emgvSe-VC9S6F9i4bVfl8AmK4oSz84ecsRjl3dqMYMAn5kLDspMrRAlyYt6UjpIQoxdTptvWMl0SPIYvjS8Sb-kzl8bEZmn5cU3n_w3k5WMOO3GRTbMlqpvBoKGEU0CY-2bcQbPMEMZ0uF23j7ajgwyeN0jihmnFZyM9x-gVyV2HTH2ggpLq5jIhm5R3pNrw-nOEBQPgs4mW8JCF_cVyAoTpOqHHQ5yApoCUsICsDK3g6P1HKn-rG0KbTAKjvdkWhXqAG_eczQDEjSUNp_inMNv9FZfA8WaUFrp-OzxlKv8CPqkcZdHuyEi7Z-L1uMKB-aMh9ylHSSynT8pl-p9LYIX2eyu1ZPEj6ih-0Hl7bSXun2epojk8i2BR5jeFbzYK3HHbH0g4_92op86y1ToHV9KtcwXmKyGS0EUI4yxQZh1-McwqvgZDWEff6tyZL9YVy5Lreg2wmaIZuv-dPTrnxwLHFeLgs4KQbSGLn8xvAAwP-IiPmh4qCy41z-Vo1tHCEhXyFHnkx8PFCxl3j_C4Wt39wI_nctkCwPiX8Fefqkpuv6IA9uspvz8MK_55JhN3own9lBvTf2TAX2zpn0w5GJV9inq5whHGxqyug-qx4sxSvRYTIRcYpDRPVONW1tR17loAoObMIOslqGpQAePg4VszWOiDwkMSF8DtxXCQagqFgfGdYu4W6r2LNL8v5-KSK3w4JSwBPGRtPzdh0PY3DgVyNzx3zRuY374TVXtZJoOpluPiT7_K7TFuse5OiVxmfMTYLG0c_p3rMg68uwI7xz-cBP0JVG_FqJ_jhZ4kUXJBzJmhpK6iz1rEZnVaY4zrJ-AWSxp0FFhon6KpmaZWifPblTHMAnDbBm-i9FK05-CoTqzFIVAAMHb4&sai=AMfl-YRcsJKaHGkL3d28RU2y8FgTRU_mWBjGM4hINEdP_qDA-cabBOh64EcU-0k6dlehGVjg8Ch-4XVarnvQZ7hUnlbncbOrpJtKLMNoiFVxBAhLQLdTVqDDkCcQXGhgkTxmznW5ik15BQZYsbUkdOYeBIoVEAalNsGwPEms1Ek4ViB2mXFM5PS40s7vrjnXb8mfHtFz1hsNGuf5ITGWK0pKGghJ5Sp-upxmLX_IvWNBjANQ7lIVMsDDXO7nbfEi_0irPBUrjzHGm-NrFiTqEcfMIJBZqs17rqdpAJg399fsRguc97rtAWKokgJmw0XrHuGQEqfnWYY_uWcxDUzueCkPpfrZ5XeGcQ54iDN9_1xcbXpWBfaI8ST9MeW9mdS77W5oFe9ucBGyKVlX6imIeptFcz4fTeFMqh6KH6ky4_xGqzBEDg-fsd97QY08-UudK0n2CiqXQytRLtBKODba1DGywVokraeKTq1itBlKlkXzRX5Vt2RZoY3tDVxZUnCbHkRGX6C5dCEgK_4upGE31pzyguUbLfkSkx5HcFundBk2eLqFk66BlouySlB6ecf2XwaWUMQmYcmLAiP0BmEL2b0TD6fISGx1VXqQGi7LcCRkLLZY5hQovZ3oI_YGw72PHEPPgq4QqFOxMP6vuw4FIsF3tCY-d1axDtcmfwR16TUFHIw7tEhPVZGpOzgEoRtLuGiPkueczwyvbiN2UgQn8RQp_RUN4vS_dpIVQzsZ9Chpxc_lSFLny7mU98oZCG74IpzcGlfNj6Ev2GsH_SZhXtQJVYOc-EF2g_UDdOT_IXvnAqxEsmXA9FJDRJyA7dCcFzF-K7MmG_M2FpnTug8hVCkAGdlkH3Ooo153BQL2Fx_2lOwg6n5WkYqJ6vJHT_p8T5zcC587lMHMXbUgSHdo6jDQJNPikiw1ytzF7jh9QYcjxUuCl_7I4XISp1A1TnP1lRE9gjLEF9tfMtgoXbKHsw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzB7uoNLd8rYC&pr=8:A90F4FF8472ACACA&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.wolftrap.org/shows/venues/filene-center/%3Futm_source%3Ddisplay%26utm_medium%3Dpaid%23summer
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/trump-administration-sues-harvard-saying-144716341.html
https://www.yahoo.com/games/play/crushable/?ncid=yahooproperties_articletop_crushable
https://www.yahoo.com/news/us/article/unidentified-body-found-in-search-for-james-gracey-university-of-alabama-student-who-disappeared-in-spain-182417031.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/us/article/after-a-brutal-winter-the-spring-equinox-is-finally-here-what-does-that-mean-180907276.html
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/
https://login.yahoo.com/?.lang=en-US&src=news&done=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yahoo.com%2Fnews%2Fnorth-dakota-judge-blasts-biden-234122303.html%3Fguccounter%3D1%26guce_referrer%3DaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8%26guce_referrer_sig%3DAQAAADAab4vMTlpKuHzbbM5NAc6y_XEig3SrzCCyW_-hXI8rNow_gftBqSgOXrw_JpW16_Gu4898QZBBImP6uaA9YdNFD_n4oKL2_SDDpUkea6fHr2yr4mavq8vT7yUd3lqpilBVBU3QVUgBpPOXgIXKezd5BbUv4Cexhmfd0hh3efcD&intl=us
https://mail.yahoo.com/


Dakota fraud cases, and 12 drug traffickers convicted in North Dakota.

U.S. District Court Judge Daniel Hovland this week sent an email to the

Department of Justice seeking an explanation for those commutations. 

Hovland in 2019 sentenced Hanson of Leeds to serve eight years for

wire fraud and money laundering in a grain-dealing scheme. Hanson also

was ordered to pay more than $11 million in restitution after he

defrauded more than 60 farmers, elevators and grain brokers. 

Hovland in 2013 sentenced McMaster to more than 15 years and eight

months for bank fraud and wire fraud in a case involving BNC National

Bank in Bismarck. McMaster was ordered to pay $28.5 million in

restitution. 

Hovland in the email described both cases as “very sophisticated fraud

schemes in which countless numbers of innocent persons were

victimized by their deceitful scams.” 

He said both defendants pleaded guilty and their convictions and

sentences were upheld by the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

“Neither defendant has ever presented any evidence to support a

commutation of their federal sentences,” Hovland wrote. 

Biden commutes sentences of nearly 1,500 people, pardons 39 in

historic clemency action

The people selected for commutations were placed on home

confinement during the COVID-19 pandemic, according to a statement

by Biden announcing the decision.

McMaster is in the custody of the Residential Reentry Management field

office for Phoenix, while Hanson is in custody of the Residential Reentry

Management field office for Minneapolis, according to the federal

Bureau of Prisons website.

Emails seeking comment from attorneys for Hanson and McMaster

listed in federal court records were not immediately returned

Wednesday.
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Hovland requested that the Office of the Pardon Attorney within the

Justice Department provide an explanation for how those two cases

and North Dakota drug cases were investigated and the decisions to

commute the sentences were made. 

He said he was never contacted by the Justice Department and neither

were prosecutors and victims.

“I am certain the victims would be shocked and appalled to learn of the

commutations, as are the prosecutors,” Hovland wrote. “To not seek any

input from those persons who were directly involved in the criminal

case at issue is alarming and troublesome at best.”

Biden issued the commutations on Dec. 12. His order says they are

effective Dec. 22. 

While the convicts are to be released from custody, the order says

other sentencing conditions, such as restitution and supervised release,

remain in effect. 

Biden also pardoned 39 people. None of those pardoned were from

North Dakota. 

“I have the great privilege of extending mercy to people who have

demonstrated remorse and rehabilitation, restoring opportunity for

Americans to participate in daily life and contribute to their

communities,” Biden said in the statement.

U.S. District Court Judge Daniel Traynor said Wednesday he didn’t have

a position on the commutations, as he was not assigned to any of the

affected cases. In a statement to the North Dakota Monitor, he called
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Hovland a “careful and fair-minded judge” who is “deeply concerned

about fairness and the rule of law.”

The other North Dakota defendants with sentences commuted were

each convicted of felony drug trafficking charges, court records

indicate. They are:

Fraenchot Deon Banks 

Kelli Lynn Caron         

Karin Ilene Condon

Gary Ernest Eiseman

Kristina Larae Erickson 

David Jeffrey Farnsworth 

Selica Jane Fender 

Joe Lenard Rodriguez

Susana Serrato 

Kinzey Taylor Shaw 

Frank Anthony Villa  

Joshua Clarence Young
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