Minnesota Somali Fraud Video Source Decried “Demon
Muslims”
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Nick Shirley speaks during a roundtable discussion hosted by the Trump administration at
White House on Oct. 8, 2025, in Washington. Photo: Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images

In his video alleging fraud at Somali-owned day care centers in Minneapolis, right-wing
YouTuber Nick Shirley was led around the city by a purported whistleblower called only
“David.” Shirley — and outlets like Fox News that credulously picked up the influencer’s
video — credited “David” by first name only.

While Shirley’s video portrays the man as a party interested in purported fraud because he
observed day care centers near his office in downtown Minneapolis, David, it turns out, is
actually a political operative with connections to the Minnesota state House.

Shirley’s main source is a lobbyist and one-time right-wing candidate for Minnesota attorney
general whose full name is David Hoch. Accounts bearing his name have a long online
history posting about the Somali community in Minnesota. A TikTok and a recently deleted
Instagram account posted almost exclusively on the subject — including derogatory
statements about Somalis and Muslims.

‘EVERY Somali in MN is engaged in fraud. ALL of them.”

‘EVERY Somali in MN is engaged in fraud. ALL of them,” Hoch posted on the now-deleted
Instagram account.

In November, he posted, “Even the Blacks have had enough of the demon Muslims.”

Hoch’s last name was not given in Shirley’s video, but The Intercept identified him using
information in the video itself cross-referenced with publicly available materials.

According to the video, Hoch received information for his campaign against Somali day care
centers from the Minnesota state House. Emails shown in the video reveal he got state-
funding figures for specific centers from a Republican staffer named Joe Marble.

Neither Hoch nor Marble responded to requests for comment.
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Marble works as a committee administrator for the Minnesota House Republicans, as well as
a research consultant for the House GOP Caucus, according to his LinkedIn profile. Marble
and Hoch ran two lobbying groups together years ago, including one involved with the
gambling industry. The pair were elementary and high school classmates.

Related

Right-Wing YouTuber Behind Viral Minnesota Fraud Video Has Long Anti-
Immigrant History

After Shirley’s 42-minute video won praise from MAGA figures across the country —
including from the Trump administration — Minnesota Republicans were quick to hitch their
wagons to the exposé. State Rep. Lisa Demuth said during a virtual news conference
Monday that “our caucus has been working to expose fraud for years, including working with
Nick Shirley.”
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For his part, in an X post on Wednesday, Shirley denied working with or even knowing who
Demuth is. Hoch, however, speaks openly about his links to the Minnesota state House in
the video.

‘I have some contacts in the Capitol going back many, many years and so the data | am
getting is 100 percent accurate coming directly from research done by people at the state
capitol,” Hoch says in the video.

Printouts Hoch carries throughout the video show a December 3 email to Hoch’s Hotmail
from a Minnesota state House address for Marble. The subject line says “mako childcare,”
referring to one of the closed day cares the pair visit in the video.

In one of the emails, Marble notes that a Google Maps image of one of the day care centers
shows “Somali guys standing out front.”

Most Read

“Uptick in Abductions”: ICE Ramps Up Targeting_of Minneapolis Legal Observers
Ryan Devereaux
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Pentagon Makes Largest Known Arms Purchase From Israel — For Banned Cluster
Weapons
Dan Glaun
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Shipyard Bosses Forced to Pay Overtime to Get People to Stay for Pete Hegseth Speech
Noah Hurowitz

Identifying David Hoch

Though Shirley doesn’t use Hoch’s last name, the video contains information about his
identity.

The logo on Hoch’s shirt is obscured, but his name, email address, and the House email
address of his former lobbying partner Marble are all visible on the email printout he carries
throughout Shirley’s video.

Shirley interviews Hoch in an office with photographs behind him depicting examples of
metal roofing. Several of the same photos are used in online promotional materials for
Garlock-French, a roofing company in Minneapolis. Hoch was an employee at Garlock-
French, according to social media posts and a campaign finance disclosure related to a
political donation in 2020. (Garlock-French did not respond to a request for comment.)

The email address for David Hoch listed in the documents in the video also leads to multiple
accounts around the web linked to the lobbyist. The Hotmail address is listed in a public
document documenting_ Hoch’s request for a waiver for a late fee related to the renewal of
his lobbyist registration in 2024. (Hoch retains his active lobbyist registration in the state.)
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Hoch’s email is also listed on a TikTok account for Ladderwight — a company formed by
Hoch to sell ladder safety equipment — where Hoch’s videos on the Minnesota Somali
community were posted. One of the posts on the TikTok channel shows the same printed list
of Somali-owned day cares Hoch holds in the Shirley video.

After The Intercept began making inquiries for this article, Hoch’s Instagram account was
deleted and the name of his TikTok account was changed, with the listed email address
removed.

Hoch ran for Minnesota attorney general in 2010 as the Resource Party candidate. A
sometime lobbyist on gaming issues, Hoch campaigned largely on a platform of opposing
what he alleged was Italian mafia influence in local tribal casinos.

Far-Right Frenzy

In the viral video, Shirley and Hoch set out to prove that daycare centers listed in Marble’s
email committed fraud by showing that no children are present.

Shirley has since told a CNN reporter that he thought day cares are typically unlocked for
unannounced visitors. Video footage from local Minneapolis residents revealed Shirley and
David arrived with masked men, scaring at least one day care director into not opening the
door, he told CBS Minnesota.

Some of the video’s allegations are unclear, with contradictory evidence continuing to
emerge. Despite Hoch and Shirley claiming ABC Learning Center was always empty, CBS
Minnesota reviewed timestamped footage showing kids dropped off before and after
Shirley’s visit to the day care.

Vice President JD Vance claimed Shirley did “far more useful journalism than any of the
winners of the 2024 @pulitzercenter prizes,” and Attorney General Pam Bondi_lauded
Shirley’s video. Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem announced thatU.S. Immigrations
and Customs Enforcement investigators were on the “ground in Minneapolis right now
conducting a massive investigation on childcare and other rampant fraud.”

The Trump administration froze all child care funds to the state of Minnesota, demanding_an
audit of the day care centers in the video.

Copycat amateur researchers on X are now trying to recreate Shirley’s methods, showing up
at businesses and even home day cares owned by members of immigrant communities in
other states.

In an interview on Donald Trump Jr.’s podcast, Shirley said Hoch’s research had been
suppressed.
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“There is a man by the name of David,” Shirley said. “He’s been trying to get people to listen
to him for years. He’s gone to journalists, but they won’t even shed a light on what he’s
saying.”

IT"S EVEN WORSE THAN WE THOUGHT.

What we’re seeing right now from Donald Trump is a full-on authoritarian
takeover of the U.S. government.

This is not hyperbole.

Court orders are being ignored. MAGA loyalists have been put in charge of the
military and federal law enforcement agencies. The Department of Government
Efficiency has stripped Congress of its power of the purse. News outlets that
challenge Trump have been banished or put under investigation.

Yet far too many are still covering Trump’s assault on democracy like politics as
usual, with flattering headlines describing Trump as “unconventional,” “testing
the boundaries,” and “aggressively flexing power.”

The Intercept has long covered authoritarian governments, billionaire oligarchs,
and backsliding democracies around the world. We understand the challenge
we face in Trump and the vital importance of press freedom in defending
democracy.
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IT’S BEEN A DEVASTATING year for journalism — the worst in modern U.S.
history.

We have a president with utter contempt for truth aggressively using the
government’s full powers to dismantle the free press. Corporate news outlets
have cowered, becoming accessories in Trump’s project to create a post-truth
America. Right-wing billionaires have pounced, buying up media organizations
and rebuilding the information environment to their liking.

In this most perilous moment for democracy, The Intercept is fighting back. But
to do so effectively, we need to grow.

That’s where you come in. Will you help us expand our reporting capacity
in time to hit the ground running in 20267?
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I’'M BEN MUESSIG, The Intercept’s editor-in-chief.
It's been a devastating year for journalism — the
worst in modern U.S. history.

We have a president with utter contempt for truth
aggressively using the government’s full powers to
dismantle the free press. Corporate news outlets
have cowered, becoming accessories in Trump’s
project to create a post-truth America. Right-wing
billionaires have pounced, buying up media
organizations and rebuilding the information environment to their liking.

In this most perilous moment for democracy, The Intercept is fighting back. But
to do so effectively, we need to grow.
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Chilling_Dissent
Texas “Antifa Cell” Terror Trial Takes on Tough Questions About Guns at
Protests Against ICE

Matt Sledge

After a cop got shot, Prairieland ICE protesters face terrorism charges. Will Alex Pretti's
killing_sway the jury?
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Voices
Americans Want Accountability With the Epstein Files. Elites Couldn't Care

Less

Dylan Gyauch-Lewis

Every new document drop reveals more about how our elites operate with impunity. \WWe need
to cast the creeps out for good.
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Chilling_Dissent

Google Fulfilled ICE Subpoena Demanding Student Journalist’s Bank and
Credit Card Numbers

Jessica Washington

Amandla Thomas-Johnson didn’t know how much information ICE requested in a subpoena
until months later. Google never gave him a chance to fight it.
Join The Conversation
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