
 
 

MURIEL BOWSER 

        MAYOR 

 
September 10, 2025 

 

The Honorable James Comer  

Chairman 

House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 

2410 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Robert Garcia  

Ranking Member  

House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 

109 Cannon House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairman Comer and Ranking Member Garcia, 

 

As Mayor and Chief Executive Officer of the District of Columbia, I am proud of the work we 

have accomplished to invest in our people, strengthen our neighborhoods, and drive down crime. 

Building on this progress, my Administration established the Safe and Beautiful Emergency 

Operations Center to coordinate public safety and beautification efforts as the presidential 

emergency declaration ends. This structure ensures that DC will remain proactive—bringing 

together local and federal partners to sustain momentum on reducing crime and improving quality 

of life for every resident. 

 

We have worked collaboratively with this Committee on shared priorities, including public safety, 

the federal Return to Work, implementing a DC budget Fiscal Year 2025 fix (which is still pending 

in the House) and revitalizing the RFK campus; but I write now to ask you to reject 13 of the DC 

bills before you today that encroach on DC’s Home Rule: 

 

• Bills like H.R. 5183, the District of Columbia Home Rule Improvement Act, make the 

District less efficient, competitive, and responsive to the needs of a highly complex 

unique local government that serves local, county and state functions.  Bogging down 

legislative and executive action only adds costs and uncertainty, making it more difficult 

to handle the economic headwinds and growth opportunities ahead.   

• Bills like H.R. 5214, the District of Columbia Cash Bail Reform Act, make DC less safe. 

Replacing our very effective pre-trial detention regime, which focuses on charged violent 

offenses and repeat violent offenders, not just on cash bail. I credit recent changes to our 

laws related to pre-trial detention for helping to drive down violent crime in the last two 

years.   



• And the bills to abolish the Judicial Nominations Commission and to convert the elected 

DC Attorney General to a Presidentially appointed legal officer for the District are both 

less democratic and untenable for District operations. The Judicial Nomination 

Commission, with seven members appointed by the Mayor, DC Council, President, US 

District Court for DC, and the DC Bar, works.  As recently as last month, President Trump 

nominated three federal judicial nominees who were selected from the Commission’s 

candidate pool—a process that demonstrates the value of maintaining local input. DC 

residents also voted to elect an Attorney General who represents the public interest.  

Changes to these charter agencies would significantly undercut the already thin ties to 

autonomy that limited home rule provides.  

 

Finally, I urge you not to up end our three-part education funding SOAR Act.  I have long supported 

the program to expand opportunity for DC students. However, my support has always been 

contingent on parity among all three education sectors—public, private, and charter—and this 

approach is working. We will not support changes that tip the scales away from this core principle 

of fairness for DC families. As the fastest improving urban school system, DC has become a model 

for urban education. We outpace the national average on all tested subject areas. We boast free, 

full-day Pre-K access serving more than 13,200 young learners—an investment which supports 

our children and our workforce. DC ranked top of the nation in parental satisfaction regarding 

school choice.  Mayoral control, council oversight, and deep, targeted investments in our students, 

teachers, and buildings made these remarkable achievements possible.  

 

I look forward to continuing a productive partnership with the Committee—one that respects the 

will of DC residents and honors the principles of home rule. Together, we can build on our 

successes while protecting the autonomy that, as history reflects, has made our city stronger. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Muriel Bowser 

Mayor 

  


