COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
THE JOHN A. WILSON BUILDING
1350 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20004

September 8, 2025

The Honorable James Comer

Chair, House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
2410 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Robert Garcia

Ranking Member, House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
109 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Comer and Ranking Member Garcia,

The Council of the District of Columbia is aware that the House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform is planning to mark up more than a dozen proposed measures that would severely
and negatively impact the operations, public safety, and autonomy of the District of Columbia. We ask
that you oppose these measures in full, save one, H.R. 2693, District of Columbia Electronic Transmittal
of Legislation Act. While we have not seen the final text of this legislation, the public summary of H.R.
2693 is consistent with the long held request by the District of Columbia to allow the ability to
electronically transfer legislative acts to Congress, rather than only allowing physical copies be
transferred. The challenge and barriers created by this current requirement were clearly exposed during
both the recent COVID pandemic restrictions as well as the Capitol campus restrictions following the
January 6, 2021 attacks on the Capitol.

The other 13 measures that have been shared with us would do direct and serious harm to the District
of Columbia and we urge you to reject these measures completely. These bills represent an unprecedented
attack on the autonomy and home rule of our local government and the more than 700,000 Americans
that call it home. The breadth of these bills is remarkable, and if passed, would result in an erosion

of accountability and public safety for the District of Columbia. They range from eliminating and
replacing our elected and accountable Attorney General for the District of Columbia with a President's
hand-picked and unaccountable associate requiring no confirmation by the U.S. Senate and no local ties,
to a full repeal of multiple local DC laws that have been in place for many years, if not decades, that are
tested, proven, and effective components of our public safety infrastructure and ecosystem. The effect
of these Congressional repeals would put our legal and Court system into chaos and directly undermine
successful tools that focus on serious accountability and effective rehabilitation when a crime occurs. As
always, when revisions or amendments to DC laws are necessary, those changes should only take place
within our local legislature which has the best capacity to provide effective oversight and accountable
actions for the residents of the District of Columbia.



We respectfully request that all members of the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, and
all members of Congress, reject these harmful measures whether in committee mark up or before the
full House of Representatives. Given the breadth of the multiple measures before you, we also request
an opportunity to provide a more in-depth discussion of each bill before the Committee’s mark-up,
especially in light that the Committee will not hold public hearings on these measures.

Sincerely,
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Chairman Phil Mendelson
Councilmember Anita Bonds, At-Large
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Councilmember Robert White, Jr., At-Large
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Councilmember Brooke Pinto, Ward 2
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Councilmember Janeese Lewis George, Ward 4
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Councilmember Charles Allen, Ward 6
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Councilmember Trayon White, Sr, Ward 8

cc:

Councilmember Kenyan McDuffie, At-Large

Councilmember Christina Henderson, At-Large

Burrns K. Nadleeun

Councilmember Brianne Nadeau, Ward 1
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Councilmember Matthew Frumin, Ward 3

Councilmember Zachary Parker, Ward 5
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Councilmember Wendell Felder, Ward 7

The Honorable Mike Johnson, Speaker of the United States House of Representatives
The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries, Minority Leader of the United States of House of Representatives
The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton, Delegate, District of Columbia





