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Trump'’s 100 days: Pritzker calls
for mass mobilization as he grows
his national profile

Governor introduces himself to new audiences at New Hampshire fundraiser, virtual
town hall while dismissing presidential speculation

@ by Ben Szalinski — April 30, 2025 in Government AA

Gov. JB Pritzker speaks at a fundraiser for the New Hampshire Democratic Party on Sunday, April 27, 2025. (Photo provided by Pritzker
campaign)
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President Donald Trump marked the 100t day of his second term on Tuesday as Gov. ]JB Pritzker has
spent the week calling on Americans to pressure congressional Republicans to oppose Trump’s
agenda and highlighting how Trump’s policies affect Illinois.

“I'm deeply concerned about what the next 100 days, and frankly, the next 1,000 days will be like,”
Pritzker said Tuesday night during a virtual town hall.
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Pritzker appeared on the progressive MeidasTouch podcast’s live town hall alongside three other

Democratic governors: Kathy Hochul, of New York, Maura Healey, of Massachusetts, and Tim Walz,
of Minnesota — the unsuccessful 2024 vice presidential nominee.

Throughout the town hall, the second-term Illinois governor continued calling for Americans to
make their voices heard against what he perceives as a destructive Trump administration.

“I believe that we all ought to be mobilizing,” Pritzker told a Florida resident. “It’s the best way for
us to get across what we really believe is that, you know, show up at your Republican congressman’s
office and let them know: Quit shutting down veteran services, quit taking away Social Security and
Medicaid.”

But for Democrats to be successful in future election cycles, the party must deliver results on voters’
priorities, Pritzker said. In addition to explaining a “simple message” about the party’s values to
voters, Democrats should also embrace alternative media interviews to reach new voters, he said,
pointing to a string of podcasts Walz appeared on during last year’s vice-presidential campaign.

“He was everywhere,” Pritzker said. “We’ve got to do that, all of us, and make sure that the
Democratic message of standing up for working families is heard everywhere and directly to people
who are online.”

Pritzker’s live podcast appearance Tuesday came two days after he delivered blistering criticism of
unnamed people in his party for using podcasts and media interviews to chastise other Democrats.
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“What I find ironic about the current conversation surrounding our party is that the voices flocking
to podcasts and cable news shows to admonish fellow Democrats for not caring enough about the
struggles of working families are the same ones who, when it comes to relieving the struggles of real
people, have been timid, not bold,” Pritzker told a fundraiser for the New Hampshire Democratic
Party on Sunday.

Read more: Pritzker balances messaging as some Dems encourage party to avoid LGBTQ issues

New Hampshire has typically held the first presidential primary election, usually following the Iowa
caucus.

Pritzker, who also appeared Monday on MSNBC, has been working himself into the national
spotlight for months since Trump took over the White House in January. Appearances on trendy
podcasts and prime time cable TV shows have become a regular part of the governor’s schedule.

power | Pritzker emerging as one of Trump’s most vocal critics

Pritzker received national attention after he warned of similarities between Nazi Germany and the
Trump administration in his February State of the State address. His remarks in New Hampshire on

Sunday drew more attention as headlines in publications including The New York Times declared
the speech “stokes 2028 talks.”

Pritzker downplayed any links between the speech and his personal ambitions, saying he’s only
trying to send a message to the party about what the platform for 2026 should be while defending
[linois against the Trump administration’s policies.

“I was surprised that so many people covered that,” Pritzker told reporters in Chicago on Monday.

The speech also struck a nerve with Republicans as Pritzker suggested Democrats “will never join so
many Republicans in the special place in hell reserved for quislings and cowards.”

“Never before in my life have I called for mass protests, for mobilization, for disruption,” Pritzker
said Sunday. “But I am now. These Republicans cannot know a moment of peace. They must
understand that we will fight their cruelty with every megaphone and microphone that we have. We
must castigate them on the soap box and then punish them at the ballot box.”
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Pritzker first called on Democrats to become “street fighters” and engage in mass protest at a Human
Rights Campaign dinner in March in Los Angelas.

The Illinois Republican Party cried foul in a news release titled “Pritzker calls for violence against
Republicans.”

“His comments if nothing else could be construed as inciting violence,” Trump deputy chief of staff
Stephen Miller said.

Pritzker scoffed at Miller’s criticism, saying he didn’t listen to the speech.

“Peaceful protest is what I'm talking about. It’s about standing up, speaking out,” Pritzker told
reporters. “Again, using your megaphone, your microphone, whatever you’ve got. And the peace
that ’'m talking about is making sure that they know at all times that the American public opposes
the policies of Congressional Republicans and of the White House.”

Outside public appearances this week, Pritzker’s political organization also announced it was
beginning a new video series highlighting Illinoisians who have been hurt by cuts to the federal

government under Trump. And to mark Trump’s 100t day in office, the governor’s office released a
list of 100 ways “Trump and Republicans are hurting Illinois.”

Responding to a Chicago voter’s concerns about affordable housing during Tuesday night’s town
hall, Pritzker rattled off legislation and state spending increases approved under his administration
as a way he’s trying to help. But he also argued it’s ultimately going to be challenging to address such
concerns with Trump as president.

“Donald Trump is making everything harder,” Pritzker said. “Housing, rent, being able to borrow
money to buy your first home, or any home, and that’s something that we’re all going to have to live
with until we’re able to overturn the Congress.”

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan news service that distributes state government
coverage to hundreds of news outlets statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick Foundation.

P

Tags: Chicago Donald Trump - lllinois Republican Party JB Pritzker Kathy Hochul Los Angeles Maura Healey
-
Stephen Miller | Tim Walz j Trump Administration -2024 as a Statehouse reporter covering the General Assembly
‘; from Springfield and other events happening around state government. He previously covered

lllinois government for The Daily Line following time in McHenry County with the Northwest
Herald. Ben is also a graduate of the University of lllinois Springfield PAR program. He is a

lifelong lllinois resident and is originally from Mundelein.

QF X in «o O O

https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/trumps-100-days-pritzker-calls-for-mass-mobilization-as-he-grows-his-national-profile/ 4/6


https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/author/ben-szalinski/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CapitolNewsIllinois
https://x.com/BenSzalinski
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ben-szalinski-11278785/
https://soundcloud.com/user-592090129-621623053
https://www.instagram.com/capitolnewsillinois/
https://www.youtube.com/@capitolnewsillinois
https://x.com/cspan/status/1916965070375944537
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRBbyEmOvp4
https://gov-pritzker-newsroom.prezly.com/100-days-and-100-ways-how-trump-and-republicans-are-hurting-illinois
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/tag/chicago/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/tag/donald-trump/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/tag/illinois-republican-party/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/tag/jb-pritzker/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/tag/kathy-hochul/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/tag/los-angeles/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/tag/maura-healey/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/tag/stephen-miller/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/tag/tim-walz/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/tag/trump-administration/

12/06/2025, 12:19 Trump’s 100 days: Pritzker calls for mass mobilization as he grows his national profile | Capitol News lllinois

O

Republish our articles for free, online or
in print, under a Creative Commons

license.

f e

Capitol News lllinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan news service covering state government. A service of the

lllinois Press Foundation.

https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/trumps-100-days-pritzker-calls-for-mass-mobilization-as-he-grows-his-national-profile/ 5/6


https://www.facebook.com/CapitolNewsIllinois/
https://x.com/CapitolNewsIL
https://bsky.app/profile/capitolnewsil.bsky.social
https://soundcloud.com/user-592090129-621623053
https://www.instagram.com/capitolnewsillinois/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk-NUW-BYQzHaJ8GJ1SwUfw
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/feed/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/
https://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=2501%2Bchatham%2Broad%2C%2Bsuite%2B200%2Bspringfield%2C%2Bil%2B62704
https://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=2501%2Bchatham%2Broad%2C%2Bsuite%2B200%2Bspringfield%2C%2Bil%2B62704
mailto:editors@capitolnewsillinois.com
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/about-us/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/about-us/contact/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/media-center/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/about-us/privacy-policy/
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/about-us/terms/

12/06/2025, 12:19 Trump’s 100 days: Pritzker calls for mass mobilization as he grows his national profile | Capitol News lllinois

SUBSCRIBE &

More news from the lllinois Statehouse delivered to your inbox each Wednesday and Saturday.

© 2025 Capitol News lllinois

https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/trumps-100-days-pritzker-calls-for-mass-mobilization-as-he-grows-his-national-profile/ 6/6


https://capitolnewsillinois.us11.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e56e9828a85a66845e18ee97f&id=130dcfd37b
https://capitolnewsillinois.us11.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e56e9828a85a66845e18ee97f&id=130dcfd37b

