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The Trump Administration Accidentally
Texted Me Its War Plans

U.S. national-security leaders included me in a group chat about upcoming military

strikes in Yemen. I didn’t think it could be real. Then the bombs started falling.

By Jeffrey Goldberg

Andrew Harnik / Getty
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Editor’s Note: This article is the first in a series about the Trump administration's use of

Signal group chatting. Read the next story in the series here.
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The world found out shortly before 2 p.m. eastern time on March 15 that the

United States was bombing Houthi targets across Yemen.

I, however, knew two hours before the first bombs exploded that the attack might be

coming. The reason I knew this is that Pete Hegseth, the secretary of defense, had

texted me the war plan at 11:44 a.m. The plan included precise information about

weapons packages, targets, and timing.

This is going to require some explaining.
TO READ THIS STORY, START A FREE TRIAL, OR SUBSCRIBE TODAY.

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2025/03/signal-group-chat-attack-plans-hegseth-goldberg/682176/
https://newsoveraudio.com/?offerId=atl_reader_exclusive_jks1kjl
https://www.theatlantic.com/tag/person/pete-hegseth/
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/free-trial/?source=gate_toast_dualCTA_Trial
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/free-trial/?source=gate_toast_dualCTA_Trial
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/free-trial/?source=gate_toast_dualCTA_Trial
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/free-trial/?source=gate_toast_dualCTA_Trial
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/?source=gate_toast_dualCTA_SDS
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/?source=gate_toast_dualCTA_SDS
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/?source=gate_toast_dualCTA_SDS
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/?source=gate_toast_dualCTA_SDS


This article was featured in the One Story to Read Today newsletter. Sign up for it here.

The story technically begins shortly after the Hamas invasion of southern Israel, in

October 2023. The Houthis—an Iran-backed terrorist organization whose motto is

“God is great, death to America, death to Israel, curse on the Jews, victory to Islam”—

soon launched attacks on Israel and on international shipping, creating havoc for

global trade. Throughout 2024, the Biden administration was ineffective in

countering these Houthi attacks; the incoming Trump administration promised a

tougher response.
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