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Donald Trump said he plans to declare a national emergency, which would authorise him to deploy troops on US soil

President-elect Donald Trump has confirmed on his social media network that he
plans to use the US military to carry out a mass deportation of undocumented
migrants.

On Monday, he posted "TRUE!!!" in response to a conservative commentator who
wrote that Trump would declare a national emergency and use military assets to lead
“a mass deportation program”.

At campaign events, Trump repeatedly pledged to mobilise the National Guard to
assist Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), the federal agency tasked with
carrying out deportations.

Trump's latest comment comes as questions grow about how he would fulfil his
pledge to execute the largest mass deportation in US history.
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He has repeatedly said he would begin deportations on his first day in office, which
will be 20 January 2025.

But even if a US administration was able to legally move ahead with these plans,
authorities would still have to contend with enormous logistical challenges.

For example, experts are doubtful that ICE's 20,000 agents and support personnel
would be enough to find and track down millions of undocumented migrants.

There would also be a major financial cost, but Trump recently told NBC News that
this would not deter his administration's efforts.

Trump's post was made on his Truth Social network early on Monday as he continues
to announce his nominations for key posts in his administration.

How would Trumpʼs promise of mass deportations of migrants work?
Undocumented migrants hope Trump mass deportations only 'for criminals'
Who has joined Trump's team so far?
United by loyalty, Trump's new team have competing agendas

Trump has already chosen several loyal allies for top roles overseeing immigration and
deportation policy, including Kristi Noem who has been nominated to lead the
Department of Homeland Security, and former ICE chief Tom Homan who Trump has
named his "border tsar".

Trump's team have so far released few details about how the plan will be executed.

He has previously said that he plans to declare a national emergency, which would
authorise him to deploy troops on US soil.

Homan told Fox News on Monday that he will visit Trump's Florida home this week
"to put the final touches on the plan", including deciding what role the US Department
of Defense (DOD) will have.

"Can DOD assist? Because DOD can take a lot off our plate," he said, saying that the
pace of deportations will depend on the resources agencies are given.

On Monday, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) sued ICE for more details on
how the deportation plan will work. The group plans to continue to file legal
challenges in an effort to block the mass deportation.

Under the four years of the previous Trump administration, around 1.5 million people
were deported, both from the border and the US interior.

The Biden administration - which had deported about 1.1 million people up to
February 2024 - is on track to match that, statistics show.

Five takeaways from Trumpʼs first week as president-elect
Top Republican says Trump nominees are ‘disruptorsʼ
‘Do not petʼ: Why are robot dogs patrolling Mar-A-Lago?

Mexico–US border US election 2024 US immigration Donald Trump United States
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Barron Trump: Then and now

Aged just 10 when his father first
became president, he's now well over
six feet tall, and goes to New York
University.

20 Jan 2025 US & Canada

Watch: Trump's 'golden age'
speech in 82 seconds

The US president spoke about his plans
for the second Trump administration,
as well as criticising the 'corrupt
establishment'.

20 Jan 2025 US & Canada

'I Donald John Trump'... 47th
US president sworn in

Watch the historic moment when the
45th president is returned to power as
he takes the oath of office.

20 Jan 2025 US & Canada

Tech CEOs, celebs and
presidents - who's inside
Trump's inauguration

Elon Musk, Mark Zuckerberg and J
Bezos were among those invited in
the Capitol for Donald Trump's
swearing in.

20 Jan 2025

MORE

3 days ago Indian Americans worried over US ties under Trump, survey
reveals
Indian Americans are optimistic about Indiaʼs future, but wary of US-India ties under a second Trump
term.

3 days ago World

4 Mar 2025 JD Vance: The 'hillbilly' Maga loyalist who became vice-
president
The conservative from Ohio shot to fame writing about his hard upbringing and is now next in line to
the US presidency.

4 Mar 2025 US & Canada

25 Feb 2025 Who is on Trump's top team?
Trump's inner circle includes the world's richest man, a former NFL player, and a Wall Street financer.

25 Feb 2025 US & Canada

18 Feb 2025 What is Doge and why is Musk cutting so many jobs?
US President Donald Trumpʼs new agency is tasked with slashing costs - but faces opposition.

18 Feb 2025 Technology

13 Feb 2025 Project 2025: The right-wing wish list for Trump's second
term
A conservative think tank set out a sweeping vision for governing that could influence Trump's next
term. What influence has it had so far?

13 Feb 2025 US & Canada
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